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many similar social contexts, it is sensitive to inter-ethnic and inter-religious prejudices and cognitive

representation of self and others. The current study aims to answer these three questions: 1) What
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503131 cognition kind of inter-religious prejudices and stereotypes exist in Sunni students living in Kurdistan, Sistan
Prejudice and Baluchistan, and Turkmen Sahra or migrated to Tehran? 2) What is the level of inter-religious
Inter-cultural communication prejudices among Sunni and Shia's students living in the mentioned cities? 3) How does educational
Iranian cunnies migration to Tehran affect the type and level of inter-religious prejudices in Sunni students?.

Educational migration Methods: This is a mixed-method study using qualitative and quantitative tools. The Stereotype

. Content Model of Fiske was used for quantitative assessment. Furthermore, to to gain a deeper
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understanding of the cognitive representation of self and other in inter-religious relations among
Sunni students, the researcher asked the participants to describe themselves and the Shiites of their

Communication, Department of provinces using at least five traits.
Sociology and Social Planning, Results: Based on the survey data, in Kurdish and Turkman students, migration to Tehran caused
Shiraz University, Shiraz, Iran a decline in representation of the aboriginal Shiite others and the self (based on the views of Shiite

people). Among Balochi students, who had the worst image of self and aboriginal Shiite others
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including improving the indicators of warmness and competency, which could transit this inter-re-

ligious prejudice from disgust to pride.
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negatively affects the image of Shiite others among Kurdish and Turkmen people, while inter-reli-
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Iran is a social context for the coexistence of distinct and Baloch immigrants, who are Sunni Muslims. In the
ethnicities and religions. In the northeast of the country, west, Sunni Kurds live together with Shia Kurds, Lors,
Mazandarani, Fars, Turk, Sistani, and other ethnic groups, and Turks. In the southeast, Sistani and Shia immigrants
who are mainly Shia Muslims, live next to the Turkmens live with the Baloch people who adhere to Sunni Islam.
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Although such social context has provided a peaceful
coexistence, similar to many social contexts, it has ex-
perienced inter-ethnic and inter-religious prejudice and
intergroup and intragroup prejudices. These intergroup
prejudices are considered cognitive associations resulting
in social categories at the macro social structure, direct-
ing intergroup communication and also the distribution
of social privileges at micro levels.

The current research aimed to answer the following three
questions: 1) What kinds of inter-religious prejudices are
observed among Kurdish, Baloch, and Turkmen students
living in the border provinces or immigrants to Tehran
and Shia's residents living in these provinces? 2) What
is the level of stereotypes and inter-religious prejudices
among Sunni students and those of Shia Islam living in
the corresponding provinces? 3) What is the effect of mi-
gration to Tehran for academic education on the quality
and the level of stereotypes and inter-religious prejudices

of Sunni students?

Methods

The Stereotype Content Model (SCM) by Fiske et al. (1)
the present study used to answer the research questions
and understand inter-ethnic and inter-religious biases
and prejudices, in which people judge people mainly by
answering answer two questions based on their mental
categories: Are they friends or enemies and are they ca-
pable or incapable? The first question, considering the
warmness of the relationship, deals with the good or bad
intentions of that person/group, whether they are friends,
colleagues, rivals, or enemies. Whereas the second ques-
tion considering competency, deals with their current sta-
tus in terms of capability and disability. In SCM, social
perception, cross-cultural cognition, and communication
are created from warmness and competency derived from
factors and structural relationships between groups. How-

ever, the competition to obtain resources is the primary
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determinant of warmness. Therefore, the group members
are warm and friendly, whereas competitive groups are
cold and untrustworthy. On the other hand, the current
situation represents competency and indicates the capa-
bility and incapacity level.

In addition, to complete the data and obtain a deeper un-
derstanding of the cognitive representation of the self and
others regarding inter-religious communication in the
view of Iranian Sunni students, we asked the participants
to describe themselves and Shia Muslims living in the
province using at least five adjectives. Then, the qualita-
tive and quantitative content of the presented adjectives
were analyzed.

The sample included all male and female Baloch, Kurd-
ish, and Turkmen students living and studying in border
provinces, including Sistan and Baluchistan, Kurdistan,
and Turkmen Sahra region, or those who migrated to
Tehran for education.

Cochran's formula was used to calculate the sample
size. Considering the statistical population in Tehran and
Kurdistan, Sistan and Baluchestan, and the Turkmen Sa-
hara region, the minimum sample size was estimated to
be 372 people at a 95% confidence level. However, to
consider the sample variation and being able to remove
incomplete questionnaires, the sample size was increased
by 70% in the border provinces and Tehran and reached
630 people, including 315 people from Tehran and 315
people from Kurdistan, Sistan and Baluchestan, and the

Turkmen Sahara region.

Results

Self-representation from others’ view in the border
provinces

Understanding how to describe yourself from others’
views is an essential factor in appreciating self-repre-
sentation as one of the most critical foundations of inter-

cultural social capital and social cognition of intergroup
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prejudices. It significantly affects the cross-cultural com-
munication of the ethnic-minority groups living in border
provinces against the country's Shia population.

The obtained results showed that the Baloch students
living in the Sistan and Baluchestan province had the
worst self-representation from the others’ view, i.e., the
Sistani Shiites of this province. However, it showed a
slight improvement after migration. The Turkmen stu-
dents were found with a better self-representation from
others’ view, i.e., the Shia Muslims living in Turkmen
Sahara, including Sistani, Gorgani, Turk, and the like.
Nevertheless, it offered weakening to some extent af-
ter migration. In contrast, the Kurdish students living in
Kurdistan showed the best self-representation from the
perspective of Shia Kurdish people in Kurdistan, which
also showed a slight change following immigration. The
total average score of all students showed a drop and
weakening of the self-representation from others’ views
following migration. In contrast, warmness has a relative

advantage over competency before and after migration.

Representation of others in the border provinces

The representation of Shia is significant for Sunnis as
a religious minority, who feel like a minority both reli-
giously and ethnically. It can be used to understand better
the relationship between the minority and the majority in
the border cities of Iran. According to the results, Baloch
students living in this province had the worst self-repre-
sentation from others’ view, the Sistani Shiites living in
Sistan and Baluchistan. In this regard, the mean scores of
the students on the warmness and communication compe-
tency provided in the below table should be considered:
Kind (3.26+0.97), having good intentions (3.02+0.99),
reliable (2.95+0.9), and the like. Interestingly, this vari-
able showed a relative improvement after the migration,
so communication warmness showed a slight improve-

ment than competency.
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Turkmen students also showed a relatively better self-rep-
resentation from others’ views, including the Sistani,
Gorgani, Turk, and the like. However, Shiites living in
the provinceestablished a relative reduction after migra-
tion. In contrast, the Kurdish students living in Kurdistan
similarly had the best self-representation from the Shia
Kurd people living in Kurdistan compared to other ethnic
groups, showing a slight change and reduction after im-
migration. However, the average score of all the studied
students showed that immigration caused a reduction in
the representation of others in ethnic student groups. In
contrast, warmness and competency showed no changes

before and after immigration.

Conclusion

Regarding cognitive representation, This study’s results
showed that migration to Tehran in Kurdish and Turkmen
students caused a decrease in self-representation from
others’ views, i.e., people of different ethnicities and re-
ligions in these border provinces. Besides, these students
experienced decreased in representation of others, indi-
cating that expression of self and others is weakened after
immigrating to Tehran for Kurdish and Turkmen students.
However, regarding Baloch students, who had the worst
representation of self and others compared to Turkmen
and Kurdish students in Sistan and Baluchestan, migra-
tion to Tehran caused an improvement in this variable.
By improving warmness and competency, the place of
the other can prevent the province from inter-group ha-
tred and contempt, making it closer to excellence. Nota-
bly, the changes in self-representation from others’ views
and representation of Shia living in the province based on
migration, as well as the difference between the scores
of students living in the province and those who immi-
grated to Tehran, were significant and also a significant
difference was found between ethnic groups in these two

factors.
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