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ABSTRACT

The textual context, the causes of revelation and the initial addressee of the
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Holy Qur’an, on the one hand, and the assumption of its immortality and
universality, on the other, have prepared the ground for raising
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misconceptions and important questions about the Qur’an, especially
regarding its textual components. One of these misconceptions concerns the
Qur’anic allegories and their historicity. According to this attitude, Qur’anic
allegories are a complete reflection of the culture of the Revelation Age and
have no function except for the audience of that time. Using the descriptive-

Open Access

analytical method, this research will review and criticize the historicity
theory of allegories of the Holy Qur’an based on the Qur’anic views of
Allameh Tabataba’i. Findings show that the historicity theory of the Qur’an
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is the result of establishing a relation between the Qur’anic internal materials
on the allegories and the conventional literature of the Revelation Age. While
having a content deficit, this criticizes the basis of the historicity of the
Qur’an. Based on the principle of immortality and universality of the Qur’an,
the generality of interpretability of verses and the study of examples of the
Qur’anic allegories in terms of their generality and application, the Qur’anic
allegories cannot be considered a complete reflection of the culture of the
Revelation Age.
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