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Folk Poetries, an Opportunity to Recognize Rituals and
Social Events:
(Case Study: Folkloric Poems of Tati Language in
Shahroud of Khalkhal)

Mehdi Taghipour!, Jahandost Sabzalipour*?, Seyyed Saeed
Ahadzadeh Kulori?

Background

Researchers and orientalists have paid a lot of attention to Iranian Folk
literature. Such literature has been of great interest to some researchers
such as Henri Masse, Zhukolovsky, Aleksander Chodzko, Miller, and
others. Mahjoub (2003), Zulfigari and Shiri (2016), Panahi Semnani
(2004) are among those who played a role in collecting Iranian public
literature. Tati or Azari songs that have been obtained from Azari or
Tati-speaking people in Azerbaijan and its surrounding areas have
been worthy of attention since the beginning. Kasravi (1982)
mentioned eleven Azari Fahlavi (A special type of poetry) in his book
for the first time; later, Adib Tusi (1995) translated verses from them.
Sabzalipour and lzadifar in two separate research (2017), have
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investigated the folk songs of the Tat-speaking people of Derav (a
village in Shahroud Khalkhal district) and Kolur (The center of
Shahroud Khalkhal district). They have concluded that the metrics of
Tati's folk poems is syllabic (see Sabzalipour and lzdifar, 2014, p.
244). So far, no research has been done on the content analysis of
Tati's popular poems in Shahroud Khalkhal. Thisstudy is done to fill
this gap. The common Tati language in these poems is worth a lot of
attention from a linguistic point of view.

Goals, questions, and hypotheses

The purpose of this article is to study the content of the folk poems of
the Tat-speaking people in Shahrud of Khalkhal. The Tati language is
one of the Iranian languages of the northwestern branch. It has
speakers in Iran and outside Iran. The main question of this research is
to seek what social, political, economic, and cultural points the
thematic analysis of Tati folk songs lead us to in this region? This
research is written based on a body of folk songs of Tat speakers of
Shahroud of Khalkhal. This body contains more than one hundred
poems, songs, or couplets.

Main discussion

The characteristics of the Tati folk poems are different from the
characteristics of the literature of the Persian language. For example,
the beloved does not have a high position in this literature, sometimes
the behavior of the beloved's parents is criticized as if the beloved is
the lover's old enemy; sometimes the name of the beloved and the
color of his clothes are mentioned. The content of a number of Tati
folk poems in the studied region is love. The lover in these poems is
waiting to reach a financial position and marry the beloved. A girl
laments the departure of her beloved son to the army, a young boy
tries to pass by the garden where his beloved daughter is working. A
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girl is cursing her parents for not letting her marry their son, and such
stories include the world of simple country love between two young
people that we find today through country folk songs.

Conclusion

Folk songs are a part of the popular literature of Iran, and Fahlaviat is
their general name. These poems, written in one of the Iranian
languages or dialects, are very old. Not only the linguistic
achievements of these researchers are many for the researchers, but
they also bring sociological, literary, cultural, political, historical, and
other achievements. The content analysis of these poems is helpful
from this point of view. In this article, some religious-cultural customs
and political-social incidents have been analyzed and investigated
from Tati's songs which were collected in the field. The presence of
the names of the Prophet of Islam, Hazrat Muhammad (PBUH), Ali
(PBUH), and Fatima (PBUH) shows the formation of these poems in
the Islamic period. "Shanbedarzan™ and its related poems, as well as
work poems related to animal husbandry, each tell the way of life of
these mountain people. The incident of looting Memishkhani and their
loot can be investigated from a political perspective. The interaction
between Tat and Talash tribes is also clearly visible from the content
of these songs. This article showed that the public literature of any
land is a precious treasure, meaning that if it is properly collected,
recorded, and memorized, not only in terms of language but also from
several perspectives, can be the solution to many issues that cannot be
accessed in historical sources.
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