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Narrative Analysis of Naranj and Toranj's Story Based
on the Theory of Language and Gender

Leila Mirmojarabian™, Fateme Ebrahimi?

Background research
In addition to the books of Pegah Khadish, Anjovi Shirazi, Mehtadi,

Zulfigari, Jafari Qanavati, Mahjoub and Ali Ashraf Darvishian, among|;,

others in the field of popular literature who have dealt with the
legends and folk tales of Persian literature, several academic articles
have also dealt with the story of "Orange and Tangerine™ from the
viewpoint of structure of stories, mythology and the adaptation of
symbols, such as Spargam and Mousavi (2010), Yazdan Panah and
Qavami (2013), Ganjian et al. (2013), and Hemti (2016). Narrative
analysis of the story of Naranj and Toranj in terms of language and
gender was not observed in any particular article or book, but in some
famous books that deal with the category of stories and its various
narratives in popular literature, there are some examples of this story.
For example, in the book Classification of lIranian Tales (1992),
written by Marzelf, various narratives of Naranj and Toranj were
collected and coded based on the list of global types of oral stories. In
the book Culture of Myths of the People of Iran written by Darvishian
and Khandan, the symbols of this story as well as its linguistic
features are discussed. In the book Fables written by Mehtadi (1960),
Iranian Tales (1973) written Anjawi Shirazi, No Key (1989) written
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by Mihandoost, Culture of Kerman People (1974), written by
Lorimer, Magazine of Fine Arts of the Country (1962) written by
Sadegh Kia, Legends of Azarbaijan (1978), Behrangi and Dehghani,
there are different narratives of Narenj and Toranj girls story. These
sources have been used to analyze different narratives in this research.

The main discussion

Popular literature is one of the spiritual elements of popular culture
and it includes a collection of narrative and non-narrative works in
verse and prose, often in oral form, which are different from
traditional Persian written literature in terms of structure and content.
The audience of popular literature is ordinary people, of course, the
wealthy also benefit from this literature, but in the construction,
production, and dissemination of new narratives, the people prevail.
Popular literature comes from uneducated or poorly educated people,
and it is placed in formal and classical literature, which is created by
intellectuals who master language and politeness. Moreover, its
themes are derived from people's lives.

Popular literature has different features such as simplicity of
expression and language, unknown creator and origin, multiplicity of
narrations and repetition, oral form of transmission, different themes
and functions, a variety of genres and themes, general audience, wide
historical scope, non-observance of literary rules and transformation
according to the requirements of the time. “It provides the field for the
variety of different narrations” (Zulfaqari, 2014, pp. 11-18).

"The selection of specific language phrases and quotations is
largely for the readers' understanding of the text, although the function
of ideology is not necessarily the result of the author's conscious
choice. "Word" as the smallest semantic unit is the important subject
of this research. In fact, as members of a society with a similar culture,
we agree to a certain extent about the words that are likely to go
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together. The predictability of these links may lead to the realization
of ideological goals and implicitly or explicitly control the readers'
reactions, and suggest and remind specific meanings, and create
ideological concepts.

Links between words sometimes do not include patterns or repeated
words and can be responsible for a mindset that is harmful to a group
of people. Quantitative analysis removes repetitive patterns and then
identifies important patterns; For this reason, it is considered a
valuable tool for studies related to the relationship between language
and ideology (Lorato, 2019, p. 31).

In different narrations, according to the use of combinations that
come together (by co-occurrence) or the constant occurrence of two or
more words together, next to a focal word, which is also called "node
word"; a special meaning resonance is created by the author or
storyteller. In fact, it is possible to form a special semantic resonance
by using cognates in a certain range, on the left or right of the word
node, a phenomenon in which words are often associated with
pleasant or unpleasant connotations. Therefore, it is possible to
distinguish between positive and negative meanings and create
different meanings for similar words in different texts, an act
according to which the meaning of a word can be changed by
replacing its words, which Stubbs calls "semantic engineering™.

In fact, the author is able to choose particular meanings instead of
other meanings by repeatedly using a word in combination with other
special words; therefore, the way a person repeatedly refers to
language can affect his way of thinking (Stubbs, 1996, A. p. 92). In
other words, even if the meaning is rarely fixed or independent of its
use in the text, it can create changes in the meaning of words by
changing the way words are used.

All in all, the words in many texts and narratives can be combined
with many lexical and syntactic combinations and patterns; they bring
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a meaning and concept to the mind of the audience that is largely
different and even novel from the expected and obvious meaning in
the vocabulary of that language, to the extent that it even leads to the
formation of an ideological message in the course of studies of a
culture and language.

This research aimed to highlight the difference between the
meaning of a word as expected and the meaning in the texts that have
been realized through the lexical and grammatical patterns in various
narratives. First, it tries to identify the most frequent lexical units in
the different Naranj and Toranj narratives. and then check their
combinations. After that, it compares and examines their meaning
according to common and customary words in Persian language with
their meaning in the text of hadiths, and shows its relationship with its
matching combinations.

For this purpose, the story of "Dochter Naranj and Toranj" was
selected from the old popular stories with its different narratives, and
analyzed in terms of language and gender. So far, 23 different
narrations of this story are available, and this article examines and
compares 17 narrations.

At first, the main points of the story were discussed, then, their
similarities and differences were stated, and finally, 17 available
narratives were compared with each other in terms of language and
gender. The oldest narration, as is customary in a scientific research,
was placed as the main narration and other narrations were compared
and analyzed. Different narratives of the story from different cities
were named and analyzed with abbreviations. The narrative of Naranj
and Toranj that Fazlullah Mohtadi (Sobhi) narrated on Tehran Radio
in 1935, was considered as the principle; therefore, the order was: the
second narration in the book of legends (Sobhi): "A", the daughter of
Naranj and Toranj (in Varamin's narration): "B", Naranj and Toranj
(Sirjan's narration): "C", Naranj and Toranj (narrative) Bowanat Fars):
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"D", Parizad or the daughter of Chel Anar (Gonabad narration): "Z",
Haft Naranj (Kazron narration): "R", his grandmother's daughter
Nazaideh (Isfahan narration): "Z", Naranj and Toranj (narration
Natanz): "S", daughter of Shah Naranj (narration of Jahorm): "S",
daughter of Karim Khayat (narration of Mahabad): "S", daughter of
Souse Khayar (narration of Arak): "Z", Bulbul Khayark (narration of
Ibrahim Abad Borujard) ): "I, pomegranate girls (Azarbaijan legends
of Samad Behrangi): "Z", orange and bergamot (not the key - Mohsen
Mihan Dost): "A", gold orange and bergamot (Kerman people's
culture - Lorimer): "G" orange and Toranj (magazine of fine arts of
the country - Dr. Sadegh Kia): "F".

Result

The approach presented in this research focuses on the verbal aspects
of narratives and directs the audience's attention to multi-layered
analysis in such a way that the reader's attention is shifted from
individual words to the higher-level textual structures and aspects of
the word change. In fact, by making such a comparison in the context
of Zbanev, it is possible to depict the progress of the discourse on
gender relations over time. In this research, we tried to analyze
different narratives of Naranj and Toranj girl's story from the
perspective of language and linguistic context in the selection of
words and the semantic engineering from a gender point of view. This
review is partly to recognize the extent of using semantic engineering
to convey meaning in context. Therefore, the result indicated that the
co-occurrence patterns, frequency and distribution of cases and even
syntactic structures have a great influence on the words to the extent
that the meaning of a word in the text cannot be recovered in the
dictionary definitions. In fact, the meaning of a word is not
independent from how it is used in the text. For example, the word
“gir]” is not used in the old belief and narratives as the initiator of the
processes, but in this story, by choosing a different syntactic structure,
bringing special attributes into the combination, it requires the
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induction of a meaning and a concept that was previously used which
is in conflict with readers' imaginations and expectations.

Secondly, this idea has led to the realization that the combinations
show some basic hypotheses about a word, in such a way that one can
understand how to expand the previous meanings in the following
narrations. The best example of the adjective "beautiful” for a girl is
Naranj and Toranj, which in later narrations, by expanding it to
compound combinations, validates the role-playing and truthfulness of
the girl in all the narrations.

The third point in this analysis shows how a word that is not
dependent on gender, if used asymmetrically, can become a gendered
word. Again, adjectives such as beautiful, the moon of the night, the
sun's claw, one single seed, and Shah Parian for Naranj and Toranj
girls in these narrations are very good examples in all narrations, they
are listed as specific to the female gender in such a way that such
adjectives are not allowed to be used for the king's son, who was much
more dear and one of a kind.
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