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Amir Pazvari' and "Amiri"" in the Context of
Mazandaran Folk Literature Research

Aref Kamarposhti*!, Maryam Soleymanpour?

Introduction

Despite his fame and reputation, Amir Pazvari's name and address
cannot be found in the history of literature and Tazkira. Therefore, the
period of life, personality, time and place of the poet's death, poems,
etc. has remained in an aura of ambiguity and everyone has their
suspicions as perceptions of the poems attributed to him. There are
conjectures regarding a particular place and identity. "Amiri" is one of
the main characteristics of Mazandaran music, which includes various
philosophical, religious, social, political and romantic topics
(Mohsenpour, 1998, p.171). But this term refers more to a literary
type than to Amir's personal poems, this literary type is sung along
with a special song and has been replaced with an equivalent of the
term "Tabri" (Fatemi, 1999, p. 178). The poems that are sung
especially in the praise and lamentation of Imam Ali (AS) and imams
in general in the position of Amiri music, have a special place in the
land of Alavi and Mazandaran province. It is as if the Mazandaran
people are known for their Amiri song, which shows the honor and
closeness of this song not only in the culture and literature of the
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Mazandaran people, but also in the east of Gilan, Katul region,
Semnan, Damghan, north of Tehran, Damavand and Taleghan.

Amiris were collected and published in the 13th century AH by
Bernhard Dorn (1881-1805), a German-Russian Orientalist and Mirza
Muhammad Shafi Mazandarani in a book called Kanzalasrar
Mazandarani. In the past decades, based on the same book and
manuscripts found, Amiri Pazhans have published Amiri books under
the name of Amir Pazvari Divan. The issue of Amir Pazvari and
Amiri, despite the sensitivity of the issue in Mazandaran and the
position of the researchers, was and is challenging. The current
research intends to use the library method and collect the opinions of
the researchers and review them, in addition to the many uncertainties
and contradictions about the poet and his poems, to challenge some
biases. As long as the identity of a native-sera poet is hidden in
ambiguity; how can it be confirmed that he is Pazwari, and with
doubts, a Divan attributed to him?

Background

So far, many books and articles have been written about Amir Pazvari
and his poems. Due to the limitation, some books and articles are
mentioned: "Amir Pazvari and Poetry and Music" (1992) by
Majidzadeh, Dictionary and Glossary of the Secrets of Mazandarani
(2008) written by Shokri, "Dust on the moon, an analysis of the
condition of Amir Pazvari from beyond poetry and history" (2013) by
Honari kar, "The oldest emirs of Mazandaran" (2013) by Mogim
Barfroshdehi, "Amir Pazvari native of the great house of Mazandaran™
(2014) by Mahdipour Omrani, and The Debates of Amir and Gohar
(2020) written by Enayati Qadikalai. Amiri or the system of "Amir
and Gohar" based on the updated version preserved in the National
Library of Iran (2013), written by Zabihi and Fallah in the two
quarterly journals of Ayna al-Margesh. It is worth mentioning that this
article was published in an expanded and detailed way in 2015 in the
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form of a book called Amir and Gem System (Amir). "Pazvari or
Mazandarani, which one?" (2015) by Zabihi and Gudarzi in Culture
and Literature Magazine.

Methodology

This paper deals with a sensitive and controversial on Amir Pazvari;
therefore, employing the library method, all the books and articles
published about Amir Pazvari, have been reviewed.

Conclusion

Ambiguities and conflicting opinions about Amir Pazvari and his
poems have caused the criticism of related studies. In response to the
research questions, it should be acknowledged that the Pazevari name
of Amir has no record in history and literature, and it has become
popular due to the tolerance and removal of the Mazandarani suffix
and the replacement of the Pazvari suffix according to personal
opinion. Mentioning Amir Pazvari by the names of Amir Ali
Tabarestani, Amir Ali Mazandarani and Amir Mazandarani
strengthens the doubts about the poet's identity. Moreover, citing the
poet's poems is not considered a great help either, because in the
existing Amiris other than Pazwar, Amel, Kajur, Noor, etc. no
particular names are mentioned. Even Amir's piousness is doubtful
based on the "most detailed written narrative®, because the famous
Amir "Mir-e-Kal Amir Genene Pazvareh™ is not presented in this new
manuscript. Therefore, the introduction of a singer with the name and
fame of Pazvari should be reconsidered. The poems collected in
Mazandarani Kanzalasarar, on the basis of which Amir Pazvari Divan
was published, do not belong to Amir Pazvari, because in the first
volume of Kanzalasar, in the biography of Amir, it is stated that this
collection includes the poems of other poets, which is confirmed by
the study of Amiri stylistics, and the debate among researchers
regarding the form, weight and number of Amiri should also be added
to the above reasons; however, it seems that with the onslaught of
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prejudice, which is a big obstacle in knowing the truth of the poet and
his poetry, Amir Pazvari and Amiri should remain in the public
literature of Mazandaran with all the ambiguities. Resolving these
ambiguities requires careful consideration and diligent work, and this
clarification is about the credibility and honor, and familiarity of the
poet and his poetry among the common people and the elite.
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