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A Study of the Motifs of Baharaneh
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Abstract

Study of special subjects in various styles of poetry can show their evolution in light of
different political, social and cultural conditions. One of such subjects is Baharaneh, or
poems about spring. The main purpose of this paper is to investigate and categorize
motifs of Baharaneh in different eras of Persian poetry in order to analyze one of the
active genres in Persian poetry. To this aim, the motifs of more than 174 Baharaneh
poems of various eras of Persian poetry were analyzed. The findings revealed that
Baharaneh in the first period is often limited to the external description of nature in
spring and to represent vernal rituals with the purpose of praising kings and other
grandees. In the next period, Baharaneh was changed to internal description and poets
attempted to show their emotions and affections in Baharaneh. In the contemporary
period, Baharaneh has become completely different and is a prominent style due to
political and socia conditions. In this period, Baharaneh continues as before due to
nationalism and honoring Iranian traditions. However, due to the consecutive defeats
and the disappointment of some poets, Baharaneh shows an internal sadness and regret
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for the past. The results of this study show that Baharaneh in Persian literature can be
divided into external, internal, and nostalgic periods on the basis of their motifs. .

Keywords.. Baharaneh, Stlye, Motif, Traditional Persian poem, Contemporary Persian
poem.
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