Historical Studies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 13, No. 2, Autumn and Winter 2022-2023, 215-240
Doi: 10.30465/hcs.2023.43295.2707

Export of Iranian Opium to Japan in Second Half of
Nineteenth Century

Investigate the Causes, Contexts and Its Route

Seyyed Benyamin Keshvarz , Muhammad Amin Sa’adat Mehr™

Ali Zareie™

Abstract

In the nineteenth century, the process of globalization with international trade which
created by the colonial powers reached a point that directly affected the economic
relations of different states. For this reason, due to the imbalance of trade, the
economy could have witnessed a collapse. As aresult, because the Iranian climate is
suitable for poppy cultivation and the demand for this product was significant
outside Iran, especially in China, large-scale opium trade began. On the other hand,
Japan expanded itsterritory in the main body of Asia, as aresult of which Japan also
entered the path of Iranian trade. With that being said, several questions arise; what
internal factors led to the widespread cultivation of poppies in Iran, through which
centers did Iran export opium to Japan, how did Japan enter the opium trade, and
why did the trade survive? The nineteenth century approach and historical method
have been chosen to find the answer because international trade is one of its
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common topics. It is concluded that Iran's agricultural economy, the pressure of
social structure and the negative balance of Iran's trade due to the decline in silk
production, encouraged the people and government of Iran to massively produce
opium. The trade began in Isfahan and after passing through Yazd and Shiraz
reached the southern ports, from where it went to the ports of India and then China

to finally enter Taiwan under Japanese rule. Of course, this trade did not change
because there was no changein
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