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Abstract

The phrase "the age of the world picture” refers to the age at which a human
being is interested in mundane life and appeals to natural science
achievements due to his/her trust on his/her own subjective reason. Hence,
he/she builds the world depending on his/her mundane understanding, will,
and needs. Demystifying the world and human being’s life is the essential
virtue of such an age, in the sense that he/she has no desire to think about
metaphysical mysteries of his/her life, like God, death, and immortality
(hereafter life), and so on, but focusing on his/her thoughts leads to the
development of the mundane life. As a result, some ideas, such as humanism,
relativism and humanization of ethics, humanization of truth, and hegemony
of quantitative approach to the world, secularism and materialism, ignoring
death, and finally atheism or agnosticism, can be considered as the
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fundamental characteristics of such an age. Such a human being, due to
putting aside metaphysical mysteries, was involved in some significant
challenges and crises, some of which are meaninglessness of life, despair and
emptiness, homelessness and unsafety, poverty and loneliness, inauthenticity,
denying the other and appealing to violence. The way of his/her salvation is
to invite him/her to contemplate the necessity of living with such
metaphysical mysteries and differentiate them from the scientific problems of
life. Also, he/she should notice the inability and restriction of their own
subjective reason and natural or empirical science theories regarding
understanding the essence of such mysteries.

Keywords: The World, Demystifying, the Age of the World Picture, God,
Death.

Problem Statement

The phrase "the age of the world picture” indicates an age within the whole
system of being, including God and his creatures that are demystified and
identified based on the human being’s understanding and will, and this is
he/she who determines all virtues of the totality of the existents of the world.
In fact, in this age, a human being is a painter of a painting that is able to
determine its world's components and elements, qualities, quantities, and so
on. Heidegger calls such the power and ability of a human being’s
subjectivism as "humanism” and says: "Humanism first arises where the
world becomes a picture." So, to recognize the nature of this age and its
relationship to the demystification of the world, we need to know about the
meaning of mysteries, essential characteristics of this age, and how we can
demystify metaphysical facts. Mysteries are considered as metaphysical and
divine affairs, recognizing that their essence is beyond the capabilities of
natural sciences. They are ontologically belonged to beyond the empirical
world but exist in the world of intellects and immaterial realms, and
recognizing them epistemologically is not possible by human beings' sensible
and empirical faculties. In fact, in order to recognizing them, we need to use
demonstrative and intuitive intellect and appeal to divine revelation.
Demystifying implies that a modern human being attempts is to put aside
metaphysical and mysterious affairs of his/her thought. In fact, some essential
requirements of modernity are to have mundane wellbeing and happiness, and
to pay attention to natural sciences in order to make such a world in order to
give human beings the extreme benefit of mundane joy. This leads to ignoring
the significance of ontological contemplation on mysteries. Humanism is one
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of the most significant properties and factors concerning a human being’s life
in the age of the world picture that is necessary to be studied for understanding
the meaning of his/her life. There are different attitudes about humanism. For
example, it means that a human being has been changed to an existent, so that
other things, relying on him/her, should get their ontological reality. Human
beings' atheism in the age of the world picture has different forms. It includes
some forms such as absolute denial of God's existence; rejecting Christian
God's functions; agnosticism about God; or believing in a God who
abandoned human beings and the world; or a God who lacks some absolute
attributes of God's divine religions; and finally, a personal and humanitarian
God who was created and conceived based on modern human will and
understanding. Scientism also means, he/she is attached to the natural
sciences, which are instruments of mundane progress. So the main character
of the age of the world picture is the hegemony of natural sciences and their
prominent role in drawing mainstreams of human beings’ mundane
happiness. In this case, considering the certainty of death for modern human
beings, their main struggle is to ignore it, not merely deny it. In fact, he/she
mostly puts aside thinking about death from his/her mind and is not concerned
with it. Moral relativism and baselessness of morality are the main virtues of
the age of the world picture, in the sense that all divinely and metaphysical
foundations of morality were lost, and it was completely changed to humanely
morality that relies on human understanding and will. Therefore, the founder,
legislator, and end of modern morality is a human being, not a metaphysical
or meta-human being who is called God or the Sacred. Finally, it is possible
to notice human beings' quantitative reasoning, in the sense that their greatest
efforts are spent on quantitative measuring the world in order to save its
energy and use it for their own benefit. According to this approach, the quality
of the world’s phenomena is ignored since their quantity and instrumental
functions are significant.

Method
In the present research, the method adapted in order to answer the question
under study, is the method of content analysis.

Findings and Results

It seems that a human being of the age of the world picture has changed all
his/her relations to basic elements of the traditional world. He/she not only
attempts to understand fundamental realities such as God, the Afterlife, death,
the world, morality, and so on using his/her own subjective reasoning, but



also wishes to change their meaning and functions based on his/her
tendencies. So the subjective understanding and autonomic changing of the
structure of the whole system of the world and its realities is one of such a
human being’s virtues.
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