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Abstract

Philosophers of the mind, based on various approaches to the problem of the mind,
have proposed different criteria about human personality, "person” or "I". One of
these criteria is having a first-person perspective. One of the proponents of this
criteria is Lynne Rudder Baker, a non-reductionist materialist philosopher who
considers human personality neither as an immaterial soul nor as reducing it over to
physical things. According to her, a robust first-person perspective is sufficient and
necessary condition for being a person. A being is a person if and only if it has the
capacity for a first-person perspective. The robust first-person perspective is the
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ability to conceive of oneself as oneself, without the use of any name or description.
It is same self-consciousness that distinguishes a person from other beings. In
contrast, there is a rudimentary first-person perspective, which is specific to beings
who, despite having consciousness, lack the self-consciousness feature. The present
article has evaluated and criticized the Baker's point of view on first-person
perspective with analytical and critical methodology. Ambiguity in the nature of the
first-person perspective and being a person, an absence of argument for some claims
and lack adequately clarity on some preconditions and presuppositions are some
criticisms that were propounded on the acceptability and coherence of Baker's view.

Keywords: Person, Human Personality, Self-Consciousness, Robust First-Person
Perspective, Rudimentary First-Person Perspective, Lynne Rudder Baker.

Problem Statement

For a long time, the issue of human personality has been raised among philosophers,
and various views have been presented, such as the criterion of soul, the physical
criterion and the psychological criterion. One of the other criteria of personal identity
is having a first-person perspective, which has been proposed by several
philosophers such as Shoemaker, Corcoran, Zahavi, and Baker.

Lynne Rudder Baker, as a physicalist philosopher, believed that the human person
is neither an immaterial soul nor has an immaterial component. A human person is
not just an animal (animalism), according to which a human person is the same as
an animal, that is, a biological organism. While being a physicalist, she does not
accept the reduction of a person to physical aspects such as the body or the brain. In
this way, she chooses a moderate approach and is considered a non-reductionist
materialist philosopher. The main issue of this article is what is the criterion of being
a person or human personality from the Lynne Rudder Baker's point of view and
how is it evaluated?

Baker considers a human as a person and person as a being with the capacity of first-
person perspective. According to her point of view, the first-person perspective is a
necessary and sufficient condition for being a person, and having mental and
psychological states is necessary for being a person; But not enough. A being is a
person if and only if it has a first-person perspective. First-person perspective is the
ability to conceive of oneself as oneself, without the use of any name or description.
There are several unusual features of the first-person perspective. According to
Baker, the two features of them are: (1) the fact that the first-person reference is
immune to a certain kind of referential error and (2) the fact that the first-person
perspective is relational in that it would be impossible for a being truly alone in the
universe to have a first-person perspective.

On her view, the first-person perspective has two stages—a rudimentary stage,
manifested by many mammals and human infants, and a robust stage, manifested by
language-users who have mastered first-personal language. The distinction between
the rudimentary and robust stages of the first-person perspective corresponds to the
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distinction between consciousness and self-consciousness. A robust first-person
perspective is a conceptual ability that is uniquely human, an ability to conceive of
oneself as oneself, from the first person, without recourse to a name, description, or
other third-person referring device. She employs the phrase “conceive of oneself as
oneself in the first person” in order to emphasize both the conceptual and first-
personal aspects of the robust first-person perspective. A being with only a
rudimentary first-person perspective cannot conceive of oneself as oneself; it simply
stands at the origin of that part of reality which it can perceive and with which it can
interact.

Baker considers her point of view superior to dualism and animalism and believes
that her own point of view has been able to fulfill the well-known and proven
biological and non-biological facts about human beings better than those two points
of view.

Method

The method of the present article is analytical-critical, analyzing and explaining
Baker's point of view on the criterion of human personality, with a critical approach.
This article has been achieved by collecting information with a library Library
Research Methods and Taking notes.

Findings and Results

Baker considers the criterion of the person and the human personality to be the first-
person perspective, and what she means by the first person perspective is a robust
first-person perspective. According to her, what makes a being considered a person
and distinguishes it from other beings is the capacity for having a robust first-person
perspective. Therefore, the robust first-person perspective is a necessary and
sufficient condition for being a person, and having mental and psychological states
is not enough.

Baker's criterion regarding human personality is faced with numerous problems that
deny its acceptability and coherence. Ambiguity in the nature of the first-person
perspective and being a person, an absence of argument for some claims and lack
adequately clarity on some preconditions and presuppositions are some criticisms
that were propounded on Baker's view.
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