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Abstract 

The story of the descent of the soul as a symbolic language has been 

adopted by philosophers, mystics, and men of letters for years. The 

systematic investigetion of this symbolic language in Suhrawardi’s works, 
which is often represented in the form of a story, reveals that this image is 

interwoven with philosophers’ reminiscence theory on the one hand and 

the myth of awareness and oblivion on the other hand. Suhrawardi’s 
distinct intellectual end ontologici l system turns the “imhge of descent” 
into a meaningful symbol through which the state of oblivion is depicted 

as man’s superior gain. The motif of descent, which is symbolized by a 
bird in most stories, is the tale of a wayfaring soul who has departed from 

its origin and descended into the corporeal world. The characters of 

Suhrawardi’s symbolic stories sink into oblivion after their descent, and 
this stage prepares the wayfaring soul to realize its limitations and abilities 

while many of its profound beliefs turn into frail notions. Oblivion and 

descent in those stories provide conditions through which the wayfarer 

experiences boundary situations that can lead to knowledge, excellence, 

and elevation. The present study adopted a descriptive-analytical approach 

to analyze the stories of “The Red Intellect”, “Resalat ol-Tair”, “Language 
of the Ants”, and “The Nostalgic Story of the West” and concluded that 
oblivion is some sort of pre-awareness or pre-understanding which plays a 

fundamental role in experiencing boundary situations.    
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1. Mnemosyne 

2. Muses 

3. Anamnesis 

4. Pindar 

5. Boundary Situation 

 



  146-119صص، 1401 پاييز و زمستان ، 93 ، شمارة30سال                         دانشگاه خوارزمیزبان و ادبيات فارسی  دوفصلنامة

 

 

 

لـله

لـله 



 های مرزی...جربة موقعيتتفراموشی و اسارت روح سالک در الله ايرانزاده                                       نقش هبوط، شناس، نعمتمريم حق

 

 

References in Persian 

Aghahosseni, Hossein (2002) "Angel of Poetry", Persian Language and 

Literature, Volume 45, Number 185: 73-94. [In Persian]. 
Bagheri, Mehri (1998) "Mani function", Persian language and literature, 

Volume 50, Number 166, 25-48. [In Persian]. 
Blackham, Herold John (1997) Six Existentialist Thinkers, translated by 

Mohsen Hakimi, Tehran: Markaz. [In Persian]. 
Corbin, Henry (1994) History of Islamic Philosophy, translated by Javad 

Tabatabai, Tehran: Kavir. [In Persian]. 
Corbin, Henry (2004) Enlightened Man in Iranian Sufism, translated by 

Faramarz Javaherinia, 2nd edition, Tehran: Amouzgar-e Kherad. [In 

Persian]. 
Corbin, Henry (2005) Principles of Zoroastrianism in Suhrawardi 

Thought, translated by Mahmoud Behforozi, Tehran: Jami. [In Persian]. 
Copleston, Frederick (2001) History of Philosophy; Greece and Rome, 

translated by Seyyed Jalaluddin Mojtaba, Volume I, 4th Edition, 

Tehran: Elmi-Farhangi. [In Persian]. 



  146-119صص، 1401 پاييز و زمستان ، 93 ، شمارة30سال                         دانشگاه خوارزمیزبان و ادبيات فارسی  دوفصلنامة

 

 

Ebrahimi-Dinani, Gholam Hossein (2000) The Radius of Thought and 

Intuition in Suhrawardi Philosophy, 5th Edition, Tehran: Hekmat. [In 

Persian]. 
Eliade, Mircea (1988) Myth and Reality, translated by Nasrollah Zangouyi, 

Tehran: Papyrus. [In Persian]. 
Eliadeh, Mircea (2002) Myth, Dream, Mystery, translated by Roya 

Monjem, 3rd edition, Tehran: Elm. [In Persian]. 
Eliade, Mircea (2007) Mythical Visions, Tehran: Tous. [In Persian]. 
Eliade, Mircea (2008) Myth and Mystery in Mircha Eliadeh's Thought, 

translated by Jalal Sattari, Tehran: Markaz. [In Persian]. 
Forouzanfar, Badi'at al-Zaman (1994) Sharh-e Mathnavi Sharif, Volume 

II, Tehran: Elmi-Farhangi. [In Persian]. 
Ghosheiri, Abolghasem (1995) Tarjome-e Resaley-e Ghosheirieh, by 

Badi'at al-Zaman Forouzanfar, 4th edition, Tehran: Elmi-Farhangi. [In 

Persian]. 
Hamilton, Edith (1997) A Look at Greek and Roman Mythology, translated 

by Abdolhossein Sharifian, Tehran: Asatir. [In Persian]. 
Hosseini, Zahra, and Faramarz Gharamaleki, Ahad (2012) "From self-

alienation, borderline situations and death in Rumi's Mathnavi", Journal 

of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Volume 45, Number 2, 47-66. [In 

Persian]. 
Hosseini, Maryam (2013) "The Myth of Remembrance in Iranian Mystical 

and Allegorical Stories", Art Theology, Volume 1, Number 1, 29-50. 

[In Persian]. 
Ismailpour, Abulghasem (2011) Under the Skies of Light, Tehran: Qatreh. 

[In Persian]. 
Jaspers, Carl (1984) Plotinus, translated by Mohammad Hassan Lotfi, 

Tehran: Kharazmi. [In Persian]. 
Malekian, Mustafa (1998) Tarikh-e Falsafe-ye Gharb, Volume 4, Office 

of Cooperation between the Hawza and the university. [In Persian]. 
McCowary, John (1998) Existential Philosophies, translated by 

Mohammad Saeed Hanaei Kashani, Tehran: Hermes. [In Persian]. 
Navali, Mahmoud (2007) Philosophies of Existentialism and Comparative 

Existentialism, Tabriz: University of Tabriz. [In Persian]. 
Pinocent, John (2001) Greek mythology, translated by Bajlan Farrokhi, 

Tehran: Asatir. [In Persian]. 



 های مرزی...جربة موقعيتتفراموشی و اسارت روح سالک در الله ايرانزاده                                       نقش هبوط، شناس، نعمتمريم حق

 

 

Plato (1976) the period of Plato's works, translated by Mohammad Hassan 

Lotfi and Reza Kaviani, Volume 1 and 3, Tehran: Kharazmi. [In 

Persian]. 
Pournamdarian, Taghi (2007) Symbolism and Symbolic Stories in Persian 

Literature: An Analysis of the Mystical-Philosophical Stories of Ibn 

Sina and Suhrawardi, 6th Edition, Tehran: Elmi-Farhangi. [In Persian]. 
Pournamdarian, Taghi (2015) Aghl-e Sorkh; Description and interpretation 

of Ramzi Suhrawardi's stories, 4th edition, Tehran: Sokhan. [In Persian]. 
Razavi, Mehdi Amin (2008) Suhrawardi and the School of Illumination, 

translated by Majdoldin Keivani, Tehran: Markaz. [In Persian]. 
Shafa, Shojauddin (2004) The Legend of the Gods, Tehran: jahan-e no. [In 

Persian]. 
Shahangian, Nouri Sadat (2005) "A Discussion on Gnostic Salvation", 

Religious Thought, Volume 4, Number 16: 47-60. [In Persian]. 
Shahrzuri, Shamsuddin Mohammad (1993) Description of the Wisdom of 

Illumination, edited by Hossein Ziaei Torbati, Tehran: Institute of 

Cultural Studies and Research. [In Persian]. 
Suhrawardi, Shahabuddin Yahya (2001) Collection of works by Sheikh Ishraq, 

edited by Seyyed Hossein Nasr, Volume 3, Tehran: Research Institute. [In 

Persian]. 
Suhrawardi, Shahabuddin Yahya (2009) Collection of works by Sheikh Ishraq, 

edited by Seyyed Hossein Nasr, Volumes 2, Tehran: Research Institute. [In 

Persian]. 
Suhrawardi, Shahabuddin Yahya (1978) Hikmat al-Ishraq, translated and 

explained by Seyyed Jafar Sajjadi, 2nd edition, Tehran: University of Tehran. 

[In Persian]. 
Suhrawardi, Shahabuddin Yahya (2001 and 2009) Collection of works by 

Sheikh Ishraq, edited by Seyyed Hossein Nasr, Volumes 2 and 3, 

Tehran: Research Institute. [In Persian]. 
Shamisa, Sirus (2012) Mowlana and some other stories, 2th edition, 

Tehran: Qatreh. [In Persian]. 
Sharif, Mian Mohammad (1991) History of Philosophy in Islam, translated 

by Fathullah Mojtabaei et al., Volume 4, Tehran: Markaz-e Nashr-e 

Daneshgahi. [In Persian]. 
Taheri, Qudratullah (2019a) "Mystical Experience in Border Situations and Its 

Reflection in Masnavi: A Case Study of the Stories of Pirchangi, Moses 



  146-119صص، 1401 پاييز و زمستان ، 93 ، شمارة30سال                         دانشگاه خوارزمیزبان و ادبيات فارسی  دوفصلنامة

 

 

and the Shepherd", Mystical Literature, Volume 10, Number 20: 51-78. 

[In Persian]. 
Taheri, Qudratullah (2019b) "Mystical Experience in border situations and 

its reflection in the story of the parrot and the merchant", New Literary 

Essays, Volume 54, Number 205: 29-55. [In Persian]. 
Taliehbakhsh, Monireh and Nikouei, Alireza (2019) "Knowledge and 

Border Situations in Rumi's Mathnavi", Mystical Literature, Volume 9, 

Number 16: 17-183. [In Persian]. 
Werner, Charles (1968) Greek Philosophy, translated by Bozorg 

Naderzadeh, Tehran: Elmi-Farhangi. [In Persian]. 
Yasrebi, Yahya (2009) Analytical-Critical History of Islamic Philosophy, 

Tehran: the Institute of Culture and Thought. [In Persian].


