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Moral philosophy in Sasanian-Pahlavi texts

sheyda riazi heravi*
Mohammad jaberi nasr**

Abstract
One of the most important characteristics of religions has been to raise
awareness about how to maintain and improve the quality of human life.
Based on this, a large part of the teachings of religions has always been
an order to moral virtues and living based on them has been emphasized
as a supreme goal in human life. What are the moral virtues- i.e. the
dos and don'ts that a person should have a practical commitment to, in
every religion (despite the commonalities between religions)- has its
own characteristics. On the one hand, knowing these characteristics
makes the criteria and components of moral action clear for us. On the
other hand, it provides reasons for people to stick to moral virtues as
much as possible. The present study aims to understand the philosophy
of ethics in Pahlavi texts, especially in prescriptive and injunctive texts,
and has investigated the value bases of Pahlavi texts in order to find out
what kind of ethical guidelines and instructions are in these texts; It
leads to a moral life. The basic premise of this research is the alignment
of the philosophy of ethics in Pahlavi texts with the principles and
doctrines of the times. To achieve this goal, information has been
collected in a library method and analyzed in a descriptive-analytical
way. According to the findings of this research, the philosophy of ethics
in Pahlavi texts is manifested in principles and values such as the truth,
religiousness, wisdom, agreement, forgiveness, consultation and
justice. Based on this, the philosophy of ethics in Pahlavi texts is one of
the types of religious ethics, and in the divisions of the field of ethics, it
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is placed in the normative Jirga based on virtue, and the purpose of
which is to cultivate a virtuous person in individual and social life.

Key words: Moral philosophy; fundamentals of value theory; moral
system; Pahlavi texts.



