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oday, the increasing process of urbanization

has become one of the main phenomena of
the 21st century. According to World Bank statis-
tics, in 2018, more than 55 per cent of the world’s
population, equivalent to 4.2 billion lives in urban
areas. The urban population will increase to 68%
in 2050. Also, estimates show that about 2.5 billion
people will be added to the urban population and
about 90% of the expected increase will be in urban
areas in developing countries. Based on estimates
of Un-Habitat (2016), about 1 billion of the urban
population lives in informal settlements expect-
ing its population will be triple to 2050. The phe-
nomenon involving about 41 per cent of the urban
population in developing countries and 6 per cent
of the urban population in developed countries.The
phenomenon of informal urban settlement as an
aspect of urban gray space has become one of the
common phenomena of metropolises in the world,
and in particular Tehran, characterized by poverty,
migration, economic and social inequality, on the
one hand, and, produced by the deficiency of the
Urban policy and planning, on the other hand. This
has led to the emergence of a set of the institu-
tions, power relations, practices and discourses in
urban gray spaces. Generally, the gray space is a
space that is directly related to the power of ac-
tion, the structure of content and the form of urban
policies. The main objective of this paper is to study
and identify existing structures, the role and place
of power and politics at the levels of urban planning
concerning these spaces. In line with, this research
seeks to answer two main questions of what the
dimensions of gray spaces are experienced by in-
habitants. In addition, whether the inhabitants of
gray spaces can contribute to the planning and de-
cision making of this space? In this regard, Raza-

vie district, located in the 15th district of Tehran,
has been selected as the space to show power
relations. Therefore, in this research, based on the
analysis of the critical discourse of Fairclough and
the interview done in this place, a descriptive inter-
pretation has been revealed during interviews with
residents of Razavie district. Research findings
suggest the six categories Include power relations,
the environmental capital, conflict of interest, dis-
course policy, right to the city and citizen inequal-
ity are the categories by which one can describe
the everyday experience of the inhabitants of gray
spaces and in the framework of the paradigm mod-
el defining the urban gray space conceptualize and
legitimizes it. Based on this model, the paradigm of
research and, with the help of the categories, the
nature of the informal experience and the process
of its occurrence are described. The importance of
the economic and political dimensions of changes
and the role of power along with other socio-spatial
dimensions of these spaces reflect the unequal
citizenship spectrum in metropolitan areas with in-
creasing polarization. Nevertheless, planning can
provide categories and mechanisms for varieties of
powers, the possibility of whitening or blackening
urban development.

Keywords: Gray Space, Urban Planning, Power
Relations, Razavie District, Fairclough Critical
Discourse Analysis.
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