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ran is a vulnerable country to natural disasters

which has experienced different disasters dur-
ing the time. Lack of reliable information and doc-
umentation of post-reconstruction experiences is
mentioned as one of the main weaknesses of the
reconstruction programs in Iran. For instance, af-
ter the Ferdows destroying earthquake in 1968,
any documentation has not yet been presented
in reconstruction. It is obvious that the documen-
tation of previous reconstructions programs and
surveying them can be useful and prevent similar
mistakes. But, it should be declared that most of
this information or evidences which can be used
for the similar future programs are not gathered
and also not available. In late August and early
September 1968, an earthquake measuring 6.3
on the Richter scale struck Ferdows town. Sub-
sequently, survivors were divided into two groups
in order to reconstruct the city. One group led by
one of the religious leaders started reconstructing
in the area-currently named Islamiyeh town a few
kilometers above Ferdows. The government re-
constructed the east of the old town for the other
group who stayed in Ferdow. However, some of
them didn’t utilize the governmental buildings and
started to construct their own houses in Ferdows.
Presently, according to the author’s research, life
exists among both Islamiyeh and Ferdows towns
after 48 years of construction. In the current re-
search, it has been tried to accomplish the pro-
cedure of the reconstruction, carried out by both
the government and native people based on the
recognition of the reconstruction process and the
final outcome in macro level (i.e. City) and micro
level (i.e. Housing). The research is an analytical
documentation of the qualitative methodology that
qualitative analysis completes it. The main meth-
ods of data collection in this thesis are observa-

tion and its documentation, depth interviews with
at least 65 years old people and documentation
review. These sets of data are collected from writ-
ten and non-written sources, like newspapers,
journals, books, articles, and interviews. After this
step, the data are categorized and analyzed with
methods that applied in qualitative methodology.
Ultimately, according to the research, it could be
concluded that both of governmental and native
reconstruction after 48 years is sustainable. It
means people and authorities knew how to ac-
complish reconstruction. But in governmental
reconstruction, the major consideration pertains
to promoting the quality of buildings and retrofit-
ting. On the other hand, the native reconstruction
paid special attention to indigenous cultures and
customs. l.e. in governmental quarters of Fer-
dows, it has been given excessive consideration
to improve the strength of structures and perfor-
mance of the town and building. Consequently,
lead to neglect indigenous cultures, customs
and the needs of the survivors in designing the
town and structures. In the native built regions
in Ferdows and Islamiyeh, It has been paid spe-
cial heed to the house and urban development
in accordance with cultural, social and economic
needs of the people. Therefore the lack of knowl-
edge in anticipating the development of the town
in the future, urban facilities, and reinforcement
of buildings resulted in neglecting urbaniza-
tion and architectural aspects in reconstruction.

Keywords: Reconstruction, Earthquake, Fer-
dows Town, Building, Native and Governmental
Reconstruction.

*This article is written based on the first author’'s M.A. thesis, entitled: “Documentation of Ferdows reconstruction after 1968 earth-
quake”, which was defended at the Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Shahid Beheshti University, in September 2016,

Post-Disaster Reconstruction Research group.
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