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Calligraphy holds a unique place in Islamic arts and has
been influenced substantially by historical and social fac-
tors from the early centuries to date. An important part of
these factors has not been studied mainly due to the sin-
gular, concentrated point of view prevalent in common
approaches to the study of Islamic calligraphy. A different
approach is to not only take into account the historical evo-
lution that have taken place, but also to review the domi-
nant discourses on the calligraphy during different histori-
cal periods. Accordingly, the historical evolution of Islamic
calligraphy can be recognized by the analysis of discourses
that have been prevalent in different historical periods. One
of the discourses that has dominated the Islamic calligra-
phy, especially from the eighth to the eleventh A.H centu-
ries (14th-17th A.D), is a Mystical discourse. The impact
of the Mystical discourse is not confined to Islamic callig-
raphy, and in fact, has resulted in a wide-ranging influence
on a variety of practical and theoretical fields. The birth of
the Mystical discourse can be traced back to Sufism evalua-
tion in the sixth A.H century (12th A.D). This discourse also
created common features in texts and treatises of calligra-
phy art. Therefore, a careful study of the calligraphy trea-
ties and texts from various fields that have been produced
during that era presents a unique and distinct opportunity to
understand the features of the Mystical discourse. Hence,
the purpose of this research is to recognize and analyze the
mechanisms of imposition mystical concepts to the callig-
raphy through the Neo-historical approach and to adopt dis-
course analysis method with emphasis on relevant texts. By
reviewing the remaining texts of scholars of this period, as
well as referring to the opinions of contemporary Islamic art
scholars, it is concluded it is concluded that there is a very
serious and profound interplay between Sufism with vari-
ous industries, crafts, sciences and arts in the that period.
In this regard, Mysticism and Sufism has been a decisive

factor in the conception and developments that have taken
place in Islamic calligraphy. Actually, Islamic calligraphy,
synchronous with the Mystical development of the Islamic
society, has undergone many changes that are recognizable
with refer to texts and calligraphy treatises. Therefore, in
this investigation, by referring to several authentic and sig-
nificant texts from the prominent scholars and calligraphy
masters, as well as the specialized calligraphy treatises, we
extracted and recognized the features of the Mystical dis-
course in Islamic calligraphy treatises from the eighth to
eleventh A.H centuries (14th-17th A.D). According to the
results of this research, the mystical, sacred and spiritual
conception of Islamic calligraphy was a specific discursive
and historical features of this period and is not an intrinsic,
permanent feature of the Islamic calligraphy, but is in stark
contrast to other historical Islamic art discourses such as
Scientific-Geometric discourse in the Middle Ages. These
mystical ideas in opposition to the Sci-Geo discourse in
Middle Ages, which also has a direct impact on the Islamic
calligraphy until now, in regards to its creation, interpreta-
tion and investigations.

Keywords
Calligraphy, Islamic Calligraphy, Calligraphy Treatises,
Discourse Analysis, Mystical Discourse.
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