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9. Judith Beheading Holofernes.
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11. Sistine Chapel.

12. John The Baptist (Youth And Ram)
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14. Tobias and The Angle.
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. The Calling of St. Matthew.

. Levi.

. Contarelli Chapel.

. San Luigi Dei Francesi.

. Cardinal Matteo Contarelli.

. The Martyrdom of St. Matthew.

. The Inspiration of Saint Matthew.
. Death of The Virgin.
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34. Guido Reni.

35. The Council of Trent.

36. Sacrifice of Isaac.

37. Conversion on the Way to Damascus.

& 2508 Ol e Saez 5 OTAY) doz e

350 0l log el dez i Conitelin (IYAY) plal,S (T

oy solys b b (hallCo Lrii ((VFAY) Uuslgs sl
& PO s by, aez

aar 5 o Cdlils (cliy slo iy (\VA0) Jilis isl
ok p25 105 mele s

doz ) ol Silio (25K shie (VAN GUs5 «Bgy9095
S P OIS (eSSl

68U gy Aoz 5 Kl (oo Lot (VTA) JSole 0,8
YA Glasls Yo o leds cyg2é )l iyl 05

e 5 5l e T P IS EnisSge
sk 53 1l sl s a5

Bakhtin, Mikhail. (1984), Rabelais and His World, translated
by Helene Iswolsky, Indiana: Indiana University Press.

Bakhtin, Mikhail. (1990), Art and Answerbility, Early
Philosophical Essays, translated by Michael Holquist and
Vadim Liapunov, Texas: University of Texas Press.

Bakhtin, Mikhail. (1986), Speech Genres and Other Last
Essays, translated by Vern W.McGee, Texas: University of
Texas Press.

Bakhtin, Mikhail. (1999), Toward a Philosophy of Act,
translated by Vadim Liapunov, Texas: University of Texas
Press.

Bakhtin, Mikhail and Medvedev, PN. (1978), The Formal
Method in Literary Scholarship, a Critical Introduction to
Sociological Poetics, Translated by Albert J.Wehrle, Baltimore
and London: The John Hopkins University Press.

Fried, Michael. (2010), The Moments of Caravaggio,
Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton university press.

Haynes, Deborah J. (1995), Bakhtin and Visual Arts, United
State of America: Cambridge university Press.

Hibbard, Howard. (1985), Caravaggio, London: Routledge.

Schutze, Sebastian. (2015), Caravaggio. The Complete
Works,Cologne: Taschen bibliotheca universalis.

Volosinov V.N. (1973), Marxism and Philosophy of
Language, Translated by Ladislav Matejka and L.R Titunk,
New York and London: Seminar Press.

Volosinov V.N. (1976), Freusianism, a Marxist Critique,
Translated by LR Titunk, New York, San Francisco and
London: Academic Press.

oo

ITAR e oF oo T 395 @ st (sloyid— L3 Sloyid ey

Cewd 55 Ll o ol ol s laghl cpl jo ool pgal slacews
Iy o Calad wus paalss dalsl )5 a5 Lz .S o o) 1) 08 50 (gunne
Ol aalsl s el (S & CtSil 5 €pgs W (o9 b oly o0 S
LS peolys b gl
16. Saul.
17. Threshold.
18. Chronotope.
et A &S Sy e )58 g0 oS a e R4 iz
asly ol b Ll wls ailealdl wo 5 4 (Sl oo B35S0
a5 W5,ls yob (B 0l demg aliee il i LT STy o 5e 4o aril
95 085 w3l iz 1008 (o0 ol e j Sy (2> 4 5553 90 1
T &5 (2aliS S oo 00985 |y 1 ) Cens sl 0 il g &
OBy Lol oS (oo S | gl 5l (S g sk o E589)1n 3
E?H"‘ Gz 3 sl Glgse 1y — s g aiile — g8 5l Ll 50
MolS a5 Slasl 158 90 a5 Jl> o il —colae — menss Sow 4
le oo (Bl (o6 Wlaz g o
20. Excess of Seeing.
21. Consummated.
22. Loophole.
23. Yet-to-Be.
24. Non-Alibi.
25. Unfinalizable.
26. The Raising of Lazarus.
PTGl i 45 (65558 99 Gam 4 5, oS Sl oS Gl Ll VY
Jeo Cewly Ceams 52,53 Sl g ol 4 55 wileslwsl cue SO0 g
et Sewd Foly 4 055 Sl cenly s g 0l caleds 658 55l
SUYS o saglisl Sl o ol nl sz a el Gl 58 g ens aily
9y e Cowd 100 oolaiwl miliws 5l jshate pl s g cewl o0l gl
Uil pd9e 598 g (ot 4 gy Sonl) Ced domez 5 (me) 4
by 2 g Sonl oo 03l 398 921511 Hle 50 5 Gl sasanl it
Al o alElos
28. Eventness.
29. Emotional-Volitional.
D5y &2 S sl 45 Sl 35 palioly Jgils Jerbl Gl ¥+
P8l gl wiglas g5 ol ) (sailin yo el Buiies 4 yaw > 0 lots
R B e R N e
Dy se J
Sl 5558 Colatl > B 3 1y S 1l s e T
&y o san &) loimne 4555 395 ;5 Wb Blisl o gz oS
oS gl nl b oo ls el sl ailin] ay Ly 655,15 ooyl i
adgal o (Jy oS o e ol Sln et Ol o B ol 5o
by Sl gedsi b wlooo (B ogllily w5 o5 ol cnl 55555
35 60555 1S lsr sarle Cuwsd Wlgigo 925l LHE (nl S e
S Ly bl (655 o Wl oo Wiz pe oS s 05 13
el o s 155 555 0,5 )15
32. Baglione.
33. Annibale Caracci.



12 Scientific Research

\ol. 25, No. 4, Winter 2021

Bakhtinian Study of Caravaggio’s The Calling of St. Matthew"

Masoud Olia™ Hosein Azimi?

! Assistant Professor, Philosophy of Art, Tehran University of Art, Tehran, Iran.
2 Ph.D. Student in Philosophy of Art, Allameh Tabataba’i University, Tehran, Iran.

(Received 29 Sep 2019, Accepted 24 Nov 2019)

Mikhail Bakhtin was a great Russian philosopher and
literary critique in the 20" century. He was born in Oryol,
Russian Empire and grew up in an orthodox culture,
which remained with him until his death in 1975. He
spent his life in USSR regime which exiled him for un-
known reasons, maybe with religious believes. Bakhtin,
like his fellows, studied philosophy, linguistics but un-
like them, he showed little interest in sociology and poli-
tics, but we can find signs of attention to these fields in
his works. Perhaps he hid these approaches in his work
to avoid Stalinian censorship. He learned Germany in
youth and was influenced by German 19"-century phi-
losophy, specially Neo-Kantian philosophy and figures
like Cohen. We know he is also was familiar with Berg-
son and philosophy of life. Similarly, he was interested in
Greek culture and Medieval, specially Folklore and unof-
ficial culture. In all of these fields, he explores aesthetics
issues. We should understand him in a Kantian Context.
Kant argued that the Judgment can bridge between two
distinct part of human mind Pure reason and Practical
reason. Bakhtin agreed with him but he thought Kant
made aesthetics transcendental and abstract whereas it
is fully concrete. In his view, the human is an unfinaliz-
able creature who lives as an event that yet-to-be. He
spent much time to explore literary kinds and find his
ideal model in Dostoevsky’s novels. Bakhtin believed
Russian writer could present a good vision of human —
hero- which do not neglect his or her Independence, free-
dom; and do not consummated him or her. Bakhtin, in a
large part of his career, concerned with literary works and
provided several notions which are useful for interpret-
ing literary and artistic works. In this article, using some
of these notions, we investigated Calling Saint Matthew,
painted by Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio, the Ital-
ian baroque painter. Caravaggio was an interesting figure
in the history of art. He had several problems with the
Catholic Church, Official culture and Painting tradition.

In the last decades, academic communities rediscover
him as a great master and study his work again. We ar-
gue that Caravaggio’s masterpieces are very fruitful for
philosophical approaches especially Existentialist ones.
Bakhtin’s notions like an event, threshold moments, Un-
finalizability and loophole are very useful for studying
them. In this article, we employ these notions for studying
one of the most famous and wonderful painting of him,
The Calling St. Matthew. It was found that Bakhtin’s no-
tions for interpreting literary works are deductible from
visual arts as well. Furthermore, it made clear that we can
trace Bakhtinian ontological insights, especially anthro-
pological trait ‘Unfinalizability’, not only in Caravag-
gio’s art but also in one of the most important saints of
Christianity, Matthew’s religious anecdote. So, from the
dialogue between Bakhtins’s thoughts, Caravaggio’s art,
and Cristian text, we deducted this Bakhtinian result that
Unfinalizability is an Inherent human trait and just other
people can find human’s ‘loophole’. Besides, this result
was deducted that Caravaggio’s art can play the role of
other and inter addressee into the Unfinalizability realm.
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