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rom the past, interior decorations in Iran have

been part of the visual and artistic culture of
the collection of visual works in interacting with
architecture, which has been implemented with a
variety of materials and techniques. The decoration
of palaces, public and private buildings during
the Safavid period were abundant, as the various
arrays used, indicates a variety of design, motifs,
and performance that, despite many studies, there
is no complete information on how all these types
of decorations are, especially, research in this area
is generally around a variety of colorful and with
many motifs, and recognizing simpler decorations
is somehow in the shade and margin .Among all
of the types of decorations used during the Safavid
era, some surfaces are decorated simply on a white
background with an oyster-like and brilliant effect
that the purpose of this research is to identify the type
of material used to create such an effect on the white
surfaces of the Hasht-Behesht palace and one of the
historical houses of Isfahan. The Historic monument
of Hasht-Behesht was built during the reign of Shah-
Soleiman and is of its kind in the unique palaces of
the Safavid era. Among the various decorations of
this building, some simple white decorative surfaces
are surrounded in color lines, or with decorative
elements such as Rosace and Pendentif elements
on a white background have been implemented.
The white color of the background in this type of
decorative surfaces has an oyster-like and brilliant
effect .Identifying this decorative style was based
on field observations, historical sources, and the use
of laboratory techniques, since it was not possible to
complete recognition of the methods used in the past
by merely confining the experimental methods and
studying ancient resources. The compound found in

the analysis shows a typical potassium-aluminum
hydrate silicate from the muscovite mica group.
The identified composition is a kind of Muscovite
mica. To find out more about this kind of decorative
art, we have tried to look at a sample of similar
decorations from the Safavid period in one of the
historic houses of Isfahan. The use of the fine flakes
of mica to create brilliance on white surfaces has in
the past been a comprehensive way to decorate the
architectural surfaces of the buildings, as we see it
in both the Hasht-Behesht Palace and the Iranian
houses. During the recent centuries, the materials
and techniques used in the Iranian architectural
decorations and their application, have been
forgotten, but by reference to the old written texts,
can be found the signs of their use and methods
of preparation. Understanding one of the many
types of Iranian architecture decorations with such
methods can be a step to resolve the ambiguity of
the art of wall paintings in Iran. Gaining a better
recognition of the techniques of Iranian interior
decoration will be very effective in protecting
them. In the forthcoming research also, with the
historical texts reading, other artistic applications
in manuscript and book design and book crafting
will be examined.

Keywords
Isinglass, Mica, Architectural decorations, Historical

Buildings, Safavid era.
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