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34. Belle.

35. Gaston.

36. 2D Cartoon Animation to 3D Computer Animation.
37. Computer Animation Company, Pixar.

38. Anthropomorphist.

39. Judy Hobbes.
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Leubgics
1. Reflection.
2. Visual Discourse.
3. Representation.
4. Walt Disney Company.
5. Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs.
6. Cinderella.
7. Sleeping Beauty.
8. The Little Mermaid.
9. Beast and Beauty.
10. Aladdin.
11. Pocahontas.
12. Mulan.
13. Tangled.
14. Brave.
15. Frozen.
16. Moana.
17. Zootopia.
18. Roland Barthes.
19. Shot.
20. Scene.
21. Sequence.
22. Stewart Hall.
23. Representative Theory.
24. Reflective Theories.
25. Intentional Theories.
26. Constructive Theories.
27. Stereotyping.
28. Naturalization.
29. Post-feminism.
30. Natasha Walter.
31. 2D Animation.
32. Ariel.
33. Jasmine.
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Understanding the effects of social and ideological com-
ponents in animated films, especially on its intended audi-
ence, namely children and adolescents, is important. The
gender stereotypes that are introduced to us as children are
reinforced throughout our lives. Audiences absorb the con-
cepts of these workss and in return relate them to their own
individual lives and current values of the society. Walt Dis-
ney Company animations have always been one of the most
fascinating pastimes for children and teenagers. Among the
subjects of these works, the representation of female charac-
ters has been one of the main themes of Disney animation
productions. The company’s first feature-length animated
film was Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, released in
1937. 80 years later, Zootopia was released in 2016. The
evolution of gender and personality stereotypes in these
works over the past years, given the cultural context in
which they are produced, is a thought-provoking process.
The influence of cultural and social factors on the studio’s
heroism can clearly be seen, just as the producers of these
works follow certain strategies and policies to represent the
content of the films. In this article, 13 examples of the most
important works of the Disney Company from the period
between 1937 to 2016 have been selected as the subjects of
this research. Selected animations are chosen from works in
which the female protagonist is the main axis of the story.
The main issue in this research is how women are represent-
ed in the content of Walt Disney Studios animation media
and the evolution of this representation in the direction of its
productions. The reason for choosing these works was the
impact of the studio’s intellectual and cultural developments
on gender stereotypes in the context of their production. The
research question is how the representation and meaning of
animation media of the image of the female heroine in these
works has been depicted and how this representation is in-
fluenced by discourse, ideology and values of the time in

which the movie was produced and finally how the female
hero evolves from the first to the last Disney animation. This
study tries to analyze the desired works based on the theories
and approaches of representation, in order to evaluate the
representation of the female protagonist and its evolution in
Walt Disney animation cinema. In this paper, explicit, im-
plicit and ideological implications are analyzed using Roland
Barthes’ three-level semiotic model. Findings indicate major
changes in the process of representing female characters in
these productions; the way female heroes are represented
from the beginning to the end of the twentieth century, the
changes of the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries,
and the changes of the last decade. These developments can
be considered contemporaneous and influenced by the first
to third waves of the feminist movement.
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