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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Keywords: Context and purpose. Inrecent years, cooperatives have attracted the attention of researchers as strategic
elements to achieve sustainable economic development and greater social cohesion in the context of
¢ Internationalization globalization. Therefore, this research aims to analyze the factors affecting the internationalization of
o Cooperative- cooperative businesses.
oriented Methodology/approach. The present research is applied in terms of purpose and uses a qualitative approach
Enlenpaises through structured grounded theory. The process of studying the phenomenon was discovered based on the
¢ Cooperatives analysis of in-depth interviews conducted with 19 directors of active cooperative-oriented businesses with a
e Globalization history of international presence.

Findings and Conclusions. The research findings in the form of a paradigm model include: causal conditions
(context-oriented, entrepreneur-oriented, network-oriented), contextual conditions (organizational and extra-

I;fcl\g;;odz:z organizational), and intervening conditions (human, corporate, and institutional barriers), strategies

ised: (competitive and customer-oriented) Consequences (reputation and survival). Increasing and improving each
Rz?;‘;:lslfzdzz component with a plan speciﬁc' toeach of them 'makes it possi.ble to help the internationa!ization gfcoqpergﬁves.
Accepted: Originality. The results of this research, while strengthening the literature on the internationalization of
6 September 2022 cooperatives, bring practical achievements to help managers develop the internationalization of cooperatives. It
Available online: can also guide public policy on export and pave the way for the country's cooperative sector to increase
21 September 2022 international competitiveness. The innovation of the current research is its comprehensiveness, examining all

the influencing factors of internationalization on cooperatives and in terms of the study's target audience to
extract all the influential elements in line with the design of the internationalization model of cooperative-
oriented businesses.

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Context and purpose. Today, cooperatives are a suitable lever for economic and social development, which can be effective in the optimal use of working,
production, and living conditions and improving the society's income level and social status. The cooperative economy has a s pecial place due to its widespread
nature, robust popular monitoring system, and bottom-up power pyramid. The immense progress in knowledge, information, and communication and the
existence of commercial borders force many cooperatives to think globally and try to carry out internationalization processes. In the literature on
internationalization, cooperatives have not attracted much attention. This issue is very effective in Iran due to the lack of research on the internationalization
model of cooperatives. Therefore, to solve this research gap, this study tries to identify all the elements and components presented in the research literature
and explain them as a paradigm model using the grounded theory method.

Methodology/approach. The present study is practically based on its purpose and is descriptive and exploratory from the point of view of the implementation
method. The strategy of this research is grounded theory. The data has collected through nineteen semi-structured interviews with an average time of seventy-
eight minutes with managers and experts with foreign trade experience active in cooperative companies selected by purposive sampling. Then the data were
analyzed systematically and in the form of open, axial, and selective coding. The findings of this study are presented based on the Strauss and Corbin paradigm
model in the form of causal conditions, significant phenomena, strategies, background factors, inhibiting factors, and consequences.

Findings and conclusions. As aresult of data analysis, factors affecting the internationalization of cooperative-oriented businesses in the form of a paradigm
model (context-oriented, entrepreneur-oriented, network-oriented) were identified as causal factors, organizational and extra-organizational context as
background factors, and human, corporate, and institutional barriers as intervening factors. They affect the internationalization of cooperative-oriented
businesses. Internationalization strategies of cooperative-based companies include competitive and customer-oriented strategies, and ultimately the
consequence of the internationalization of cooperatives is the reputation and survival of the cooperative company. These results show that the
internationalization of cooperatives can be helped by increasing and improving each component with a specific strategy. The grounded theory method is a
qualitative research method by which a theory is developed using a set of data. Unfortunately, there has been no comprehensive approach to the existing
models of internationalization in cooperative-oriented businesses. This paper aims to start filling this gap by exploring the factors influencing the
internationalization of cooperative enterprises in the form of a paradigm model. Therefore, based on the above method, this study has presented a general
classification of factors affecting the internationalization of cooperative businesses.

Originality. The results of this research, while strengthening the literature on the internationalization of cooperatives, bring practical achievements to help
managers develop the internationalization of cooperatives. It can also guide public policy on export and pave the way for the country's cooperative sector to
increase international competitiveness. The innovation of the current research is its comprehensiveness, examining all the influencing factors of
internationalization on cooperatives and in terms of the study's target audience to extract all the influential elements in line with the design of the
internationalization model of cooperative-oriented businesses.
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