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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: Context and purpose. Even though networking is one of the most important strategies for improving
organizational performance, many organizations in the agricultural sector, especially cooperatives, have not
succeeded in implementing this strategy. This is because factors affecting the formation of the institutional
network in the socio-economic background of these organizations are not well known. Therefore, the current
survey has provided a suitable management framework for institutional networking by identifying the factors
affecting the formation of the network of agricultural production cooperatives in Alborz province.

Methodology/approach. In the current study, the statistical population included all managing directors of

e Agricultural
Production Cooperatives
e Networking

e Policy-making Factors
e Network-oriented

Behavior cooperatives covered by the Ministry of Cooperatives, Labor and Social Welfare, and the Rural Cooperative
Organization of Alborz Province (540 people). The sample size was estimated to be 175 respondents using
Received: Cochran's formula. A stratified sampling technique was used to select the subjects. Data were collected using a
9 February 2022 questionnaire whose validity and reliability had been confirmed. The data were analyzed using the structural
Revised: equation modeling technique (Partial Least Square).
: AUgtusé 2022 Findings and conclusions. The results showed that among the factors influencing the formation of a network
ccepted:

among cooperatives, political, economic, legal, and educational factors had the largest contribution respectively.
On the other hand, technical and social factors had a small contribution to the formation of the said network.
Originality. Previous studies focusing on the network of relationships between organizations have mainly focused
on organizational performance; meanwhile, the current study, with a special focus on cooperatives, analyzes the
factors affecting the formation of organizational networks and provides a useful framework for managing
cooperative networks.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Contextand purpose. Networking as one of the performance improvement strategies helps organizations to share their resources
and knowledge, learn from each other and and thus improve their performance. Even though networking is one of the most
important strategies for improving organizational performance, many organizations in the agricultural sector, especially
cooperatives, have not succeeded in implementing this strategy. This is because factors affecting the formation of the institutional
network in the socio-economic background of these organizations are not well known. Therefore, the current survey has provided
a suitable management framework for institutional networking by identifying the factors affecting the formation of the network of
agricultural production cooperatives in Alborz province.

Methodology/approach. In the current study, the statistical population included all managing directors of cooperatives covered
by the Ministry of Cooperatives, Labor and Social Welfare, and the Rural Cooperative Organization of Alborz Province (540
people). The sample size was estimated to be 175 respondents using Cochran's formula. A stratified sampling technique was used
toselect the subjects. Data were collected using a questionnaire whose validity and reliability had been confirmed. The data were
analyzed using the structural equation modeling technique (Partial Least Square).

Findings andconclusions. The results showed that among the factors influencing the formation of a network among cooperatives,
political, economic, legal, and educational factors had the largest contribution respectively. On the other hand, technical and social
factors had a small contribution to the formation of the said network. The results indicate that the policy-making factor has the
greatest effect on the formation of cooperatives’ networks. This implies that policy -making with the purpose of development and
economy as well stimulates the networking of cooperatives. If the policy process is carried out with the aim of institutional
development and obtaining benefits of economic enterprises, networking will be facilitated. The results show that network
development in cooperatives has an impact on providing educational services such as training courses needed by network members.
Training services have direct and indirect benefits for organizations and their members in networks and increase collaboration
between them.

Originality. Previous studies focusing on the network of relationships between organizations have mainly focused on
organizational performance; meanwhile, the current study, with a special focus on cooperatives, analyzes the factors affecting the
formation of oraanizational networks and provides a useful framework for manadina cooperative networks.
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