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The Object of Mimesis as the Object of Art
Masoud Algouneh Jonagani’

Abstract

In the study of the nature of art and literature, the discussion of the ‘object of
mimesis’ has always been of particular importance. In fact, Aristotle in Poetics,
by distinguishing the object, the method and the means of imitation, initiates
debates that have continued until the contemporary era. In the meantime, the
issue of the object of mimesis as an artistic object was raised before Aristotle
in Plato’s philosophical tradition. Of course, unlike Aristotle, who tries to
recognize imitation based on the empirical ideal, Plato, due to his involvement
with the transcendental ideal, considers imitation to have no epistemic value.
Accordingly, scholars of the Renaissance and later on in the contemporary
period, thinkers such as Lukacs or Auerbach, have described the object of
mimesis from different perspectives. In sum, these thinkers suggest that when
an artist turns to the creation of a work of art, the object of mimesis may
include the ideal, tradition, nature, state of affairs, general principles of human
nature, or merely external reality. Therefore, the present study tries to
examine these arguments on the object of mimesis, and explore their
theoretical points of strength and/or shortcomings. Finally, the paper suggests
the possible world as the object of mimesis and thus tries to open up a new
perspective, which seems to have more analytical power in this regard.
Accordingly, it is suggested that phenomena and events in the literary work as
a possible world function on the basis of the internal logic particular to the
work of art. In this way, even the non-realistic types of representation can be
interpreted on the basis of the verisimilitude principle.

Keywords: Theory of Mimesis, Possible Worlds, Object of Mimesis, Methods
and Means of Imitation

Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

According to the theory of mimesis, art is the product of representation. In the
present article, mimesis is studied as the artistic object. The article studies the
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definition of mimesis and discusses whether, in the ideas of thinkers such as
Plato and Aristotle, mimesis is merely concerned with the representation of
inanimate objects or deals with a wider range of issues. The arguments put
forward by major thinkers in this regard, their epistemological origins, and
weaknesses and strengths will be discussed. Finally, the article will propose the
idea of the world as the object of mimesis.

2. Theoretical Framework

In the present study attempt is made to discuss some important ideas on the
idea of mimesis and explore their theoretical capabilities and shortcomings. A
critical reading will be offered in order to find out to what extent the
hypotheses put forward about the concept of mimesis can be employed to
explain works of art.

3. Methodology

In the study of mimesis, scholars have tried to discuss what artists imitate in
their aesthetic imitation and have formulated different hypotheses. In the
present study, attempt has been made to analyze some major hypotheses in
this regard and provide answers that can be of help in the analysis of works of
art and literature.

4. Discussion and Analysis

In a work of art or literature, different elements should be arranged in a way
that all events seem probable or possible without necessarily being consistent
with the realities of the world. In such a possible world, the form of thinking
and the logic governing it follow specific rules. Although this form shares some
similarities with scientific ideas, it is dominated by different rules in terms of
objectivity, time, space, and causality.

5. Conclusion

Before Aristotle, mimesis was discussed in Plato’s philosophical tradition.
However, unlike Aristotle, who recognized imitation based on the empirical
ideal, Plato, because of his involvement with the transcendental ideal, found
imitation to have no epistemic value. Contemporary thinkers have discussed
mimesis from different perspectives and suggest that in creating a work of art,
mimesis may include the ideals, traditions, nature, general principles of human
nature, or merely external realities. While works of art or literature have
undeniable similarities to the real world, they extract the object of mimesis out
of a possible world that depends on the real world. This possible world might
be strikingly similar to the real world, which might suggest that the work of art
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is an exact imitation of the real world; however, when this possible world is
recognized, it can be claimed that the events and phenomena in this possible
world are based on the independent rules of the same possible world. Thus,
surrealist works, for instance, can be considered to be imitating a reality.
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