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: Abstract
: The process of identity construction has been of high interest to different critical
: approaches in the human sciences in general and sociological and
: psychoanalytical approach in particular. The present paper seeks to explore the
: subjectivity formation and identity construction process in the characters of
¢ William Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury in terms of Lacanian structuralist
: paradigm. Versatile theoretical standpoints concerning the definition and
: mechanism of the unconscious have caused different readings of the subject. The
: theoretical framework of the present study focuses on the critical concepts of
¢ psychoanalysis including the unconscious and identity formation in both Freud
: and Lacan. Also, the Lacanian concept of subjecthood in the social milieu of the
: subject constitutes another theoretical framework of the present paper. The study
: demonstrates how the parents’ behavior and attitudes towards the children in
: Compson family shapes the latter’s subjectivity and their ultimate state of
: ldentity. The employment of the psychoanalytical concepts of the repressed
: desire, the structure of the unconscious, linguistic alienation, the name of the
: father and the signifiers of the lingual system fully indicates the central role and
. - ) ¢ inevitable impact of both the Symbolic and the social milieu in the emergence
social milieu; the symbolic; ¢ of subjectivity. The subjectivity construction of the major characters in William
language. ¢ Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury is processed in and by the socio-cultural
: context in which they were brought up, and is represented in their unconscious
desires and tangible manners.
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Subjectivity Construction and Representation in William Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury

Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:

As a classic in Modern American Novel, William
Faulker’s the Sound and the Fury has been the
subject of numerous readings and treatments. The
sociological and psychological critiques of the novel
have demonstrated the multi-layered structure of the
work on one hand, and the inventive insights
towards the social formation and personal desiring
of the early twentieth century America. The
verisimilitude principle of arts and milieu lead the
researchers to count for the literary and artistic
works as a solid ground for real life. Lifelikeness of
arts and letters is thus considered as a basis in the
social and psychological readings of the present
study. The process of identity construction has been
of high interest to modern critical approaches in the
human sciences in general and sociological and
psychoanalytical approach in particular. The present
paper seeks to explore the subjectivity formation and
identity construction process in the characters of
William Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury in terms
of Lacanian structuralist paradigm.

2- Methods:

While there is a close affinity between the Lacanian
and the Freudian conception of the unconscious, it is
the Lacanian approach to the term that has widely
influenced the fields in the human sciences. Lacan’s
frequently-quoted statement, “the unconscious is
structured like a language,” will be central to the
development of the discussions of the present paper;
however, my analysis expands to include the ways
in which the subject acquires language and
subjectivity. The subject” unconscious and
personality are formed in terms of the social milieu
where they are brought up. The Freudian
unconscious is like a storeroom in which we may
find those parts of our wishes, feelings, memories,
and urges that are outside of the domain called the
conscious. However, if the unconscious was, for
Freud, characteristically close to id, it was, for
Lacan, close to superego. The Lacanian unconscious
is formed through language acquisition that is in
parallel to the oedipal phase. The first social milieu
the subject is positioned in finds its place in the
relations between family members. The chaotic
nature of the unconscious is thus ordered by the pre-
given structure of language and culture, and the
subjectivity of the characters is formed in terms of
the social milieu the subject is exposed to.

3- Results:

The mental conflicts of the common characters with
common concerns are presented in the novel in a
sur-realistic way with modernist techniques. The

study demonstrates how the parents’ behavior and
attitudes towards the children in Compson family
shape the latter’s subjectivity and identity. The
employment of the concepts including the repressed
desire, the structure of the unconscious, linguistic
alienation, the name of the father, and the signifiers
of the lingual system fully indicates the central role
and inevitable impact of the social milieu in the
emergence of subjectivity. The identity of Benjy and
Quentin, as brothers in Compson family, is formed
by their familial relations. While Benjy’s identity is
fully driven by his unconscious, Quentin’s identity
is dangling between the unconscious desires and
conscious decisions. What is notably observed in the
subjectivity of Jason, another brother in the family,
is the representation of the artificial superego,
mostly under the influence of his mother. Whereas
Benjy’s desires and complexes are the result of his
emotional relation to his sister, Quentin is
influenced by his father’s pessimistic remarks. The
subjectivity of the characters is thus the result of the
kind of relationship they have with a specific
member within familial context.

4- Conclusion:

The socio-cultural changes of the epoch the novel
was written in was mostly represented in the northen
states of the US. The subjectivity construction of the
major characters in William Faulkner’s The Sound
and the Fury is processed in and by the social milieu
they were brought up, and their subjective identity is
represented both in their unconscious desires and
tangible manners. The subjecthood mechanism of
each character is processed in a different way in that
the social context of the family provides different
relations between and among them. While Quentin
feels uneasy with the industrial developments and is
obsessed by the destructive aspect of the passage of
time, Jason appears as fully identical to the capitalist
system of the US. Whereas Quentin is victimized in
the harsh reality of contemporary times in the West,
Jason is tied to his mother’s lack of emotions,
already deprived of kind maternal dimensions.
Moreover, the disjunction feature of identity is
further revealed in the disrupted monologues and
thought streams of Benjy and Quentin.
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