Journal of Historical Study of War 6(2) (2022) 31 - 49

ISSN:2588-7033

Journal of Historical Study of War

http://hsow.araku.ac.ir

AFak

University

The Role of Exaggeration in Battle Visualizations in ‘Book of
Kings’ and ‘the Mu'allagat’: A Comparative Study of ‘Amr ibn
Kulthum’ and ‘Rostam and Sohrab’

Hamid Abdollahian?, Aliasghar Shahbazi®, Mohammad Hasanbeigi®”

 Associate Professor, Department of Persian Literature, Faculty of Literature and Languages, Arak University, Arak, Iran,

abdollahian2002@yahoo.com

b Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Imam Khomeini International

University (RA) Qazvin, Qazvin, Iran, shahbazi@hum.ikiu.ac.ir

¢ Assistant Professor, Department of History, Faculty of Humanities, Arak University, Arak, Iran, mohaamad.beigi@gmail.com

KEYWORDS

ABSTRACT

battle techniques,
visualization, Rostam
and Sohrab, Amr ibn
Kulthtim, exaggeration

Received: 30 September 2022;
Accepted: 24 December 2022

Article type: Research Paper
DOR: 20.1001.1.25887033.1401.6.2.3.7

One of the common features of epic texts is war and belligerence. A high
volume of such texts is devoted to describing war as well as war methods and
techniques. The tendency to exaggerate in depicting battles is a main feature of
epic language. This feature can be clearly observed in ‘Rostan and Shorab’
tragedy and ‘Amr ibn Kulthum’. The present study made an attempt to
comparatively analyze this literary device in the lines depicting battles in
‘Rostam and Sohrab and ‘Amr ibn Kulthiim'. The results show that natural
factors form the main elements of exaggeration accompanied by such literary
devices as metaphor and simile. In ‘Rostam and Sohrab’, the psychological
aspects are also visualized besides the sensory aspect, but the visualizations in
‘Amr ibn Kulthum’ do not go beyond visual and sensory aspects and no
abstract element is represented. Among the different types of exaggeration,
auxesis is very frequent in Ferdowsi’s poem whereas overstatement and
hyperbole predominate ‘Amr ibn Kulthum’. Another difference between the
two literary works is the chain of exaggerative visualizations, which are absent
from Arabic pre-Islamic poetry in general and from ‘Mu'allaqat’ in particular.
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