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Procedural Principles Ruling the
Utilization of Tigris-Euphrates
River Basin

Azam Amini*
Mohammad Abedi®
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Abstract
Procedural Principles Ruling the Utilization of Tigris-Euphrates River Basin
Procedural principles representa normative framework and play anotable role in
regulating water law. Inaddition, procedural principles could help in preventing
the occurrence of disputes. Cooperation, evaluation of environmental impacts
and the principle of information and consultation with related countries are the
most important procedural principles. These obligations reflect customary rules
of law and also are specified in many bilateral, multilateral and international
documents. Considering procedural principles together with the practice of
Tigris-Euphrates basin countries illustrates that although the neighbouring
countries are members of multiple international and bilateral agreements and
organs, but in practice the region lacks an effective and sustainable approach
in implementing the procedural obligations, which has been leaded to
negative impacts on substantial obligations such as no harm and equitable and
reasonable utilization.
Keywords: Tigris and Euphrates basin, Procedural Principles, Obligation to
Cooperation, Obligation to Evaluate Environmental Impacts, Obligation to
Information and Consultation
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28 . Euphrates-Tigriiris Initiative for Cooperation (ETIC)

29 . Environmental Impact Evaluation
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Turkey (11 August 2008).

37 . By-law on Environmental Impact Assessment of 1993, last amended in 2008, published in: 26939
Official Gazette of the Republic of Turkey (17 July 2008).

38 . DSI, Turkey Water Report (2009).
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39 . Law for the Improvement and Protection of the Environment, Federal Law No. 27 of 2009, published
in: 4142 Official Gazette of the Republic of Iraq.
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40 . United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (New York, 9 May 1992; in force 21
March 1994).

41 . Convention on Biological Diversity (Rio de Janeiro, 5 June 1992; in force 29 December 1993) (‘CBD’).

42 . Convention for the Protection of the Mediterranean Sea against Pollution (Barcelona, 16 February
1976; in force 12 February 1978) (‘Barcelona Convention’).

43 . Framework Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the Caspian Sea (Tehran, 4
November 2003; in force 12 August 2006).
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