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Abstract

Introduction: The political participation of women in Ahvaz is an
important issue due to its ethnic diversity and geopolitical position in
Khuzestan province. Therefore, it seems necessary to study the political
participation of women in the voting age (over 18 years) in Ahvaz.
Materials and Methods: The statistical sample of the present study is
equal to 200 women over the age of 18 living in the city of Ahvaz and
has been obtained using the Cochran's formula. In this study, the multi-
stage cluster sampling method has been used. Research data of this
research have been collected in a survey using a questionnaire. Also,
SPSS software is used to analyze the data of this research.

Findings: The Five independent variables of this study are social capital,
political trust, socio-economic status, ethnic identity, the use of mass
media. The findings show that the five independent variables used in this
study with the variable Research dependents have a positive and
significant relationship.

Conclusion: The higher the women of the statistical research community
have social capital, political trust and socio-economic status, as well as
have a strong ethnic identity and use more mass media, the more political
participation they have in society.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The city of Ahvaz is known as a treasure
trove of cultures due to its ethnic and
cultural diversity and consists of various
ethnic groups, and is one of the areas that
have undergone changes and
transformations throughout their
contemporary history. This shows the
importance of the role of women in
determining the fate of the region and
political decisions; therefore, the city of
Ahvaz is a suitable place to study women's
electoral behaviors. Accordingly, the
present study, considering the importance
of the role of women, seeks to identify the
factors affecting political participation and
electoral behavior of women and different
ethnicities in the city of Ahvaz. Therefore,
it is necessary to study the political
participation of women over 18 years old in
Ahvaz and the researcher in this study seeks
to identify individual and social factors
affecting the political participation of
women over 18 years old in Ahvaz.

Materials and Methods

To achieve the objectives of this study,
four categories of integrated theories
related to political participation (1- lack of
women's political participation 2- women's
movement in the West and political
participation 3- women's movement in
Islamic countries and Iran 4- institutional
theory of Samuel Huntington) were used. In
this research, the survey method (field
finding method with descriptive and
exploratory goals) has been used. The
statistical population of this study is women
over 18 years old and living in Ahvaz.
Estimation of sample size using Cochran's
formula and sample selection was
performed by multi-stage cluster sampling
method in the form of 5 steps in the eight
districts of Ahvaz municipalities and
neighborhoods and streets of Ahvaz city,
which two hundred statistical samples of
women living in randomly selected
residential houses, neighborhoods and
streets in Ahvaz in 2019 were randomly

selected from 437,544 women over 18
years old in Ahvaz (according to the
national census in 2016). The questionnaire
of the present study is researcher-made and
approved by the supervisors and
consultants. Therefore, it has formal
validity, which is one of the important types
of content validity. Also, to measure the
reliability of the research tool, the most
widely used validation method, Cronbach's
alpha, was used in this study. The alpha
obtained for all items was a significant
value of 0.87, and in this study, SPSS
software was used to analyze the data. The
measurement level of the dependent
variable of this research is distance.

Therefore, Pearson correlation coefficient
test was used to measure the relationship
between independent variables that are at
the level of distance and relative
measurement and Spearman and Chi-
square correlation coefficient test was used
to measure the relationship between
independent variables that are at the level of
rank and nominal measurement.

Findings

Pearson correlation coefficient test was
used to measure the relationship between
independent variables that are at the level of
distance and relative measurement and
Spearman and Chi-square correlation
coefficient test was used to measure the
relationship between independent variables
that are at the level of rank and nominal
measurement. In all six hypotheses of this
research, by performing the mentioned
tests, the H1 hypothesis is confirmed with
0.95 Confidence and the HO hypothesis is
rejected.

Based on the results of Pearson
correlation coefficient test with a value of
0.352 and a significance level of 0.05, there
is a positive and significant relationship
between the independent variable of social
capital and political participation of women
over 18 years of age in Ahvaz. Therefore,
the first hypothesis of the research is
proved.
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Pearson correlation coefficient test of
the second research hypothesis with a value
of 0.459 and a significance level of 0.05
shows that there is a positive and significant
relationship between the independent
variable of political trust and the dependent
variable.

Spearman correlation coefficient test of
the third hypothesis with a value of 0.238
and a significance level of 0.05 shows a
positive and significant relationship
between the independent variable of socio-
economic status and the dependent variable
of political participation of women over 18
years in Ahvaz. Therefore, the third
hypothesis of the research is confirmed.

Chi-square test of the fourth hypothesis
of the study with a value of 19.23 and a
significance level of 0.05 indicates a
positive and significant relationship
between the independent variable of ethnic
identity and the dependent variable of
political participation of women over 18
years of age in Ahvaz. Therefore, the fifth
hypothesis of the research is confirmed.

Pearson correlation coefficient test of the
fifth hypothesis of the research with a value
of 0.327 and a significance level of 0.05
shows a positive and significant
relationship  between the independent
variable of mass media use and the
dependent variable of political participation
of women over 18 in Ahvaz. Therefore, the
sixth hypothesis of the research is
confirmed.

Discussion

The hypothesis "there is a relationship
between social capital and political
participation of women over 18 in Ahvaz"
was derived from the theories of political
institution by Samuel Huntington and the
theory of different socialization in the
theoretical framework of the research, In
these theories, people's participation in
social affairs, including participation in
politics, is explained on the basis of
individuals' social capital. Also, the results
obtained in the research of Mr. Mohammad

Hossein Panahi and Mr. Darabi are in line
with the present research.

The hypothesis that "there is a
relationship between political trust and
political participation of women over the
age of 18 in Ahvaz" is derived from the
theories of lack of political participation of
women. According to these theories,
women learn certain values from the
political culture in which they are
socialized, and these, in turn, influence
political behavior. Social learning theory
predicts that differences in political
participation stem from the values, beliefs,
and feelings about politics that people
acquire in the process of political
socialization, and especially in childhood
and adolescence. Brian de Mackenzie also
showed a positive and significant
relationship between political trust and
political participation among African
Americans in his research entitled "Social
and  Religious  Network, Indirect
Mobilization."

The hypothesis "there is a relationship
between socio-economic status which
includes a combination of variables (job
status, social status and education) and
political participation of women over 18 in
Ahvaz" was extracted from patriarchal and
Marxist theories of the theoretical
framework of the research. Also, the results
obtained in Mr. Ghaderi's research show the
existence of a positive and significant
relationship between socio-economic status
and political participation and are
consistent with the results obtained from
the present study.

The hypothesis "there is a relationship
between ethnic identity and political
participation of women over 18 in Ahvaz"
has been extracted from psychological
theories and the women's movement in
Islamic countries and Iran from the
theoretical framework of the research. In a
study entitled "Women's Political Culture
and Political Participation”, Bani Fatemeh
concluded that the variable of women's
ethnicity affects their political
participation.
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The hypothesis "there is a relationship
between the use of mass media and the
political participation of women over 18 in
Ahvaz" was extracted from theories of
physiological differences and different
socialization  from  the theoretical
framework. Alizadeh achieved similar
results in a study entitled "The Impact of
Mass Media on the Political Participation of
Tehran Citizens™ and showed a relationship
between the use of mass media and political
participation.

Conclusion

From a sociological point of view,
participation is the feeling of belonging to a
group and active and  voluntary
participation in it that leads to social
activity. Social participation refers to those
voluntary  activities  through  which
members of a community are directly or
indirectly involved in shaping social life in
the affairs of the neighborhood, village, and
especially the city. According to the data
obtained in the present study and the
analysis of these data, the more women in
the statistical population of the study
(women over 18 years of age in Ahvaz)
have social capital, political trust, socio-

economic status and social status, also have
a stronger ethnic identity and the more they
use mass media, the more political
participation they will have in society.
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