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Today, tourism is considered as a gateway for sustainable development. Rural
tourism has been proposed as a strategy for the development of rural areas due
to its diverse functions and high ability to communicate with other economic
sectors. The purpose of this study is to investigate the physical challenges of
tourism development in rural areas using the basic theory in the target villages of
tourism in Zanjan province. The present research is in the group of qualitative
research in terms of purpose, development-application and in terms of paradigm,
and in terms of method, it has used the basic theory. Library documents,
photographs and videos, in-depth interviews, and direct and non-participatory
observations were used to collect information. The statistical population of this
research is local managers (experts in the field of tourism, villagers and members
of Islamic councils) in eight villages targeted for tourism in Zanjan province. The

Keywords: sampling method was performed in the form of snowballs (30 people) until the
Rural tourism, Physical theoretical saturation was reached. To ensure the validity of the research, Goba
challenge, Fundamental and Lincoln evaluation methods (including four stages of validity, transferability,
theory, Tourism target stability, verifiability, reasonableness) have been used. The collected data were

villages, Zanjan province analyzed through content analysis. By linking the codes (open coding), concepts
(axial coding), categories (selective coding) and validation of the concepts
obtained from the focal method research by experts, the conceptual model of the
research was drawn and the approval of experts gave validity to the model. . The
results show that the target villages of tourism in Zanjan province face physical
challenges such as the destruction of the traditional texture and architecture of
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i the village, environmental pollution, lack of facilities-services, weakness of

i infrastructure and transport fleet. . Recognition of the situation, capabilities,
i obstacles and effective factors in the development of different regions with
| appropriate tourism capabilities can play a prominent role in promoting tourism

| strategies in rural areas.

Extended abstract

1. Introduction

The development of rural tourism without
proper planning in sensitive and fragile
rural areas can impose several physical
effects on the structure and body of the
village. These changes can be in the
positive direction and increase the welfare
facilities of the region or negative and the
destruction and destruction of the
traditional architecture of the village. The
present article tries to answer the
following question: What are the most
important physical challenges of the
villages targeted for tourism?

2. Methodology

The present study is in the field of
qualitative research in terms of purpose,
development-application and in terms of
paradigm, and has used the basic theory in
terms of method. The statistical
population of this study is local managers
in Zanjan province. The sample size was
determined by the non-probability
snowball sampling method. The focus
group method has been wused for
verification. Therefore, a meeting was held
with the presence of experts related to the
field of research and the extracted
concepts were presented to the members

of this group. The collected data were
analyzed through content analysis and
classified through open coding, axial
coding and selective coding, and by
combining the categories, the final
conceptual model of the research was
formed.

3. research findings

The findings of this study were obtained
from 30 interview sessions. Data obtained
from interviews with local managers, after
three coding steps (open, axial, selective),
the results were extracted into 2
categories, 4 indicators and 50 concepts.
At this stage, the final research model was
designed.

4. Conclusion

Rural tourism is considered as one of the
most important strategies for socio-
economic development  of  rural
communities. Iranian villages have many
tourism resources, so the development of
rural tourism in Iran is inevitable. The
results show that the target villages of
tourism in Zanjan province with physical
challenges; Destruction of the rural fabric,
environmental and infrastructure issues;
the challenge of poor facilities-services,
transportation structure are facing.
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