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weaknesses of sustainable tourism development. Accordingly, in this paper, a
model composing of causative, core, contextual, intervening, strategic, and
consecutive factors was proposed by use of grounded theory. The statistical
population of this study is tourism documents, statements of Supreme Leader of
Islamic Republic of Iran and experts’ points of view. In this model, causative
factors of sustainable development of tourism (environmental concerns, tourism
impacts and geopolitics), core factors (sustainability of tourism resources,
futurism in preserving the tourism resources and justice and equality in using the
tourism resources), contextual factors (participation and cohesion of tourism
stakeholders, building culture for training and research in tourism), intervening
factors (sense of place, financial management, safety and security, new
technologies and good governance in tourism), strategic factors (tourism policy
and planning, tourism marketing, environmental management, transportation
management, total quality management and evaluation of tourism sustainability),
and consecutive factors (cultural richness of Iran, protection of tourism
resources, tourism satisfaction and quality of life) have been gathered in a
comprehensive model. In the analysis, using selective coding, the relationship
between categories were described to form a theory with five propositions. The
propositions showed that the nature of Iran’s tourism sustainability in terms of
resources is linked to Islamic teachings and geopolitical dimensions of Iran.
Moreover, in tourism sustainable development of Iran, a set of structural factors
are involved. It also requires a localized approach which involves human and
ecosystem welfare.
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Extended abstract

1. Introduction

Sustainable tourism development is a
process that supports the needs of
tourists and the host community, while
supporting future opportunities and
managing all resources to meet a variety
of economic and social needs (Risteskia,
Kocevskia & Arnaudov,2012:377; Fazenda,
Dasilva & Costa,2010:429).In this regard,
the Sustainable Tourism Framework
includes guidelines and actions that
should not only be considered in specific
areas of tourism activity, but should also
be regarded in a framework for the
creation of various types of tourism,
including mass tourism (Janusz &

Bajdor,2013:525).One of the weaknesses of
sustainable tourism development concept
is that the principles and objectives of it
are expressed in a set of guidelines that
generally  represent  a relatively
proportional, non-existent and western-
oriented outline of tourism development
(Sharpley & Telfer,2008:88).Therefore, it
is difficult to wuse some of the
opportunities  resulting from  the
development of West-oriented tourism in
Iran. Thus, the elaboration of a localized
model for sustainable tourism
development of Islamic Republic of Iran is
indispensable. Sustainable development
has influenced the way tourism is studied
and how tourism policies are formulated.
Hence, one of the ways of recognizing
tourism in these studies is proposing
some localized frameworks and strategies
for development (UNWTO, 2013:43).

Moreover, reviewing the studies on
sustainable tourism development
indicates that few studies are done on the
determinants  of the  sustainable
development of tourism, the conditions
affecting the issue, the strategies and the

results of sustainable development of
tourism. Recognition of the current and
future share and the role of tourism in
achieving the goals of the overall
development of a country is the first and
foremost step in strengthening policies
and actions to gain support for
sustainable tourism development.

2. Materials and Methods

The methodology of this research is
fundamental and grounded theory is used
Strauss and Corbin Paradigm has been
used as the base for grounded theory,
which is focused on identifying the core
phenomenon, causal conditions, context
conditions and intervening factors,
strategies and consecutive and their
relationship. The statistical population of
the research are tourism plans, statement
of Supreme Leader of Iran and interview
with experts.

3. Results

Among tourism plans of Iran, 86
propositions were selected using the
theoretical sampling method and 52 initial
concepts were identified by coding them.
Then, considering the content sharing of
open source and 21 sub categories were
extracted. The same procedure was done
for statement of Supreme Leader, in
which 38 initial concepts, 19 sub
categories were extracted. Regarding the
experts, 60 initial concepts and 24 sub
categories were extracted. Out of these
three parts, 6 main categories were
produced. The contribution of this
research, compared with other previous
studies, is identification of the sustainable
tourism development model of Iran along
with the causal conditions, context core,
intervening conditions, strategies and
consequences.
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4. Conclusions
In this model, causative factors of

sustainable development of tourism
environmental concerns, tourism )
impacts and geopolitics), core factors
sustainability of tourism resources, )
futurism in preserving the tourism
resources and justice and equality in
using the tourism resources), contextual
factors (participation and cohesion of
tourism stakeholders, building culture for
training and research in tourism),
intervening factors (sense of place,
financial management, safety and
security, new technologies and good
governance in tourism), strategic factors
tourism policy and planning, tourism )
marketing, environmental management,
transportation management, total quality

management and evaluation of tourism
sustainability), and consecutive factors
cultural richness of Iran, protection of )
tourism resources, tourism satisfaction
and quality of life) have been gathered in
a comprehensive model. In the analysis,
using selective coding, the relationship
between categories were described to
form a theory with five propositions. The
propositions showed that the nature of
Iran’s tourism sustainability in terms of
resources is linked to Islamic teachings
and geopolitical dimensions of Iran.
Moreover, in tourism sustainable
development of Iran, a set of structural
factors are involved. It also requires a
localized approach which involves human
.and ecosystem welfare.
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