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Abstract

Providing the conditions for health tourism as one of the Purposeful and
economical types of tourism, needs more attention of planners and specialists in
the field of tourism. Therefore, identification of the areas that are prone to health
tourism and its development capabilities is essential. In addition to therapeutic
capabilities, time and economic conditions for the benefits of treatment,
environmental features of region's tourism is also one of the effective factors in
choosing the destination of health tourism. In this regard, the present study
intends to identify the regions which are prone to developing health tourism in
terms of environmental capabilities of the region by the method of locating
through Mazandaran province. The method of the research is based on
descriptive-analytical approach and the method of multi-criteria decision-
making and geographical information system (GIS) is used for locating. Based on
this, at the first by categorizing the environmental criteria of health tourism’s
locating in three groups of l)service criteria, 2)resources & infrastructures, 3)
competitiveness capability and identification of their sub criteria and their items,
referred to experts and prioritizing the criteria was determined. After formation
of paired matrices and weighing on the criteria, the criterion of resources and
infrastructure has shown the highest score and then the criteria of service and
competitiveness capability are located. In addition to the main criteria, sub
criteria and items were also weighed. finally, after the combination of weights,
the final weight of the items was determined. Then, by referring to the radius of
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~ access and privacies, the related Raster maps were prepared and weighted. As a
~ result of the overlapping layers, the province's regions in terms of the capabilities
- of health tourism development were prioritized. The results of the research
~ indicate that the northern regions of the province, especially in the margin of
- urban areas, have more potential for developing health tourism.
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