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Abstract

In risky situations, people's behavioral biases may lead them to deviate from rational decisions leading to a negative relationship anomaly
between risk and return. Investors underreact the stock with a recently negative return (exposed to downside risk) resulting in a negative
return momentum or the persistence of downside risk in future. In the present study, the negative relationship anomaly between the downside
risk and the expected excess return is investigated. Also, the exploration of the relation of firm-specific characteristics and other risk
measures with downside risk is investigated for the accurate explanation of the anomaly. In addition, the persistence of downside risk and the
relationship between the amount of downside risk and persistence severity are investigated.

Keywords: Usual Downside Risk,Unusual Downside Risk, Expected Excess Return, Idiosyncratic Volatility.

Introduction

The downside risk covers a wide range of below-average volatility, including lower negative returns and severe negative returns. In
the face of downside risk, investors overprice stocks because of optimistic bias, which creates severe negative returns. It is worth noting
that the downside risk includes both adverse events that occur abnormally with low frequency and adverse events that usually occur
and are more likely to occur than unusual events. It should be noted that severe negative returns related to downside risk could result
from risk factors or downside risk-related firm characteristics that affect the relationship between the downside risk and expected excess
return. It is worth noting that the published information about the stock that has recently experienced negative returns is not quickly
reflected in the stock price. It takes time for the price to be adjusted based on the latest information, which causes the negative return
momentum or persistence of downside risk in the future, after which a further loss is imposed on the investor in the next period.

Method and Data

In this study, the downside risk is divided into two parts, including the probability of occurrence of usual undesirable events and
unusual undesirable events. One hundred and twenty (120) companies listed on the Tehran Stock Exchange in the period 2009 to
2019 were selected and the research hypotheses were tested using Fama and Macbeth regression methods, transfer matrix, and test of
proportions.

Findings
The findings of this study indicate a negative relationship between undesirable risk (and unusual) and expected excess return. Also, the
undesirable risk (usual and unusual) has a separated informative content from firm characteristics and other risk measures. It should be
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noted that idiosyncratic volatility anomaly also does not explain the downside risk anomaly (usual and unusual), and the negative
returns will be persistent in the future.

Conclusion and discussion

Based on the findings, there is a negative relationship anomaly between the downside risk and expected excess return. According to
the research that is done on the relationship between firm characteristics and other risk measures with downside risk (usual and unusual)
to explain the anomaly accurately, downside risk anomaly is strong. In particular, the idiosyncratic volatility anomaly does not explain
the downside risk anomaly. In fact, downside risk has unique informational content. Also, the downside risk persists in the future.
Thus, investors face negative returns in the future. It is worth noting that the higher (the more unusual) the downside risk is, the greater
the persistence will be.
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Table (4) The BETADOWN trend by considering the risk factors and the firm- specific characteristics
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Table (5) The ES trend by considering the risk factors and the firm- specific characteristics
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Figure (5) BETADOWN trend and idiosyncratic volatility (IVOL)
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