Women's Studies, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)

Quarterly Journal, Vol. 13, No. 3, Autumn 2022, 255-290
Doi: 10.30465/ws.2021.28165.2837

Surveying the Evolution of Iranian Woman's mentality in
the Confrontation of Modernity, focusing on the Novels of
the ""Roozegar e seyah', "'Ziba"', and “Shab e yek Shab e do"'

Parivash Mirzaeyan", Jahangir Safari”~

Narges Bagheri~~

Abstract

The entrance of modernity into Iranian traditional society had a major impact on
changing the mentality and social status of women. Because of the undeniable
relationship between literature and society, this article investigates the evolution of
the Iranian woman's mentality in dealing with modernity, relying on Persian novels.
For this purpose, two novels "Black Times" and "Ziba" have been selected from the
early years of the 14th century. The confrontation of the female characters of these
two novels with modernity is compared with the confrontation of the female
characters of the novel "Night One Night Two" written in 1974. women play a
central role in these three novels so by analytical and descriptive comparisons it can
show, in the authors' view, what has changed in the fifty years of the Iranian
woman's mentality towards the components of modernity (based on Giddens's
theories). To this end, the female personality in the face of the components of
education, women's social presence, male and female equality, women's
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individuality, humanism, secularism and anti-tradition in the novels have been
compared and investigated.

Introduction

The dominant contemporary literary genre is the novel. And more than any other
literary work, it is influenced by the situation of the society; Also, due to the
importance of women's role in social developments, it is possible to understand
different aspects of social developments by examining female characters in novels.
In this research, some aspects of the evolution of Iranian women's mentality in the
process of modernization of the society in the first half of the 14th century were
discussed by examining examples of Persian novels. Investigating the character of
women in Persian novels and paying attention to the evolution of their mentality in
the face of modernity is the basic issue of this research. For this purpose,Ruzgar-e
sigh "Black Days" written by Abbas Khalili in 1303 AH, "Ziba" written by
Mohammad Hijazi in 1312 AH and the novel "First Night,Second Night " written by
Bahman Farsi in 1353 AH were selected. And the approach of female characters in
facing modernity was investigated.

Previous studies

The arrival of modernity in Iran and the results of developments have forced many
researchers in the field of sociology to investigate its causes and consequences;
However, due to the nascent nature of the sociology of literature in the country, a
limited part of the works of Persian literature have been examined based on the
modernity component. Among the conducted researches, we can refer to the article
"Modernity and traditional structure of the family based on the novel "Husband of
Aho Khanum".This article has shown that the traditional structure of the family
tends to modernize during the first Pahlavi period. (Safari et al., 2016). The author
of the article "Confrontation between tradition and modernity in the story of Sadegh
Hedayat's lust" has pointed out the impact of Hedayat's stories on the modernity of
the dictatorship and Iran's paradoxical society (Ardestani, Rostami, 2015). In none
of the researches, the evolution of the attitude of Iranian women in the face of
modernity has not been investigated, relying on novels of two different time periods.
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Research method

In this article, after defining tradition and modernity and the components of
modernity, the approach of female characters in facing the components of modernity
in three novels is compared and analysed in a descriptive-analytical method based
on the theories of Giddens.

Relying on Giddens' theories, the main mental components of modernity can be
introduced as rationalism, aversion to tradition, and rethinking social functions,
individualism, humanism, and secularism. The dissemination of these components in
the society will lead to noticeable changes. According to the topic of this research, it
is necessary to investigate the effect of these components on the individual and
social behaviour of women, as well as the society's approach in dealing with women.
Considering that the rethinking component in social functions includes a wider
range of behaviours, it is examined in three subheadings: "necessity of women's

education”, "social presence of women" and "equality between men and women".

Research findings

The research shows that in the two novels "Ziba" and "Rozgar e Siyah", hedonism
and worldliness are shown as one of the influential factors in women's tendency to
socially abnormal behaviours. But this development has not been able to completely
free them from traditional thinking.

The opposite of modern rationalist thinking is emphasizing the sanctity of
religious matters and mixing it with superstitions, which can be seen among the
traditional women of the two novels "Ziba" and "Rozgar e Siya".These women resist
social changes and intellectual changes. One of the reasons for this resistance is that
traditional women have been entertained for many centuries in the high fences of
tradition, with religious beliefs, many of which are mixed with superstitions. Now,
with the arrival of modernity and the changes that have occurred, they continue to
follow their familiar habits. The introduction of modernity into the society has made
educated girls get to know some of their rights and talk about the oppression that the
society allows them But referring to deterministic thinking, they don't consider it’s
possible to change the conditions.

With the passage of nearly fifty years since the writing of the two mentioned
novels, there have been many changes in the status of Iranian women. Bahman Forsi
shows in "First night, second night" that women's social presence is accepted to a
large extent among the middle and upper classes of society. Women with more
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knowledge of themselves and their spiritual needs, They think about the needs of
women in the modern world and the problems of the traditional definition of
women. The change of views towards the position of women in the marital
relationship as well as the formation of the modern woman's identity has made the
right to choose a spouse for women to be respected more than in the past. The
presence of women in new jobs shows the growth of self-confidence among women
and their ability to manage economic affairs. Addressing the appearance and paying
attention to the type of cover was also evident in the previous two novels. But what
is shown in the Forsi novel indicates the prevalence of specialized and academic
look at appearance and clothing. Another issue is the extreme individualism caused
by the prevalence of modern thinking among intellectuals and artists.

This dark side of modernity's individualism and hedonism has caused the
phenomenon of prostitution in the novel "First Night, Second Night" to be not as
ugly as in the novels "Ziba" and "Rozgar e Siah".The spread of modern freedom
among the affluent class has caused women to act more carelessly in conflict with
tradition by trivializing the institution of the family.

Keywords: Iranian woman, modernity, fiction, Ziba, Roozegar e seyah, Shab e yek
Shab e do
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