Summer 2022. Vol 14. Issue 2

ISSN(Print): 2008-6407  ISSN (Online): 2423-7248
Research Paper

Requirements of Agricultural Entrepreneurial Opportunity
Recognition among Agricultural Students at Ilam University

Hossein Mehdizadeh?!, Nematollah Shiril*, Mojgan Khoshmaram?

1- Assistant Professor, Department of Entrepreneurship, [lam University, [lam, Iran.
2- Lecturer Department of Entrepreneurship, Ilam University, [lam, Iran.

Recelved 2020/04/19 = Abstract

Accepted: 2020/12/01 Introduction: Since the perceived entrepreneurial opportunities
PP: 52-64 are the first and most important step in the entrepreneurship
process, therefore, the entrepreneurial opportunity recognition
capacity has a unique role in the process of promoting
entrepreneurship among students in the higher education system.
This study investigates the effect of environmental support on
entrepreneurial opportunity recognition capacity with mediating
role of entrepreneurial alertness.

Materials and Methods: The sample consisted of 100 senior
undergraduate students in agricultural majors at [lam University,
selected through a stratified random sampling technique. Data
analysis was carried out using SPSS version 25 and SmartPLS.
Findings: The results showed that the perceived entrepreneurial
opportunity capacities among students were moderately low.
According to structural equation modeling, the entrepreneurial
alertness and environmental support had a positive and
significant effect on the entrepreneurial opportunity recognition
capacity. Also, the indirect and significant effect of environmental
support through entrepreneurial alertness on the entrepreneurial
opportunity recognition capacity was confirmed.

Conclusion: According to the research results, it is suggested that
agricultural higher education instructor use active teaching and
learning methods, such as idea generation, experimental and
service learning, team and practical work, critical thinking and
problem solving in agricultural education.
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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Whereas entrepreneurship plays an
important role in economic growth, job
creation and the development of new
technologies; therefore, it is one of the
critical elements for the development and
progress of different societies (13; 15).
Indeed, with rising unemployment rates
around the world, many governments have
turned their attention to entrepreneurial
practices to create jobs (13). In this regard,
the results of previous studies also show the
weakness of entrepreneurial activities and
practices among students and graduates of
agriculture in Iran. This has caused a large
number of agricultural graduates in the
country to face employment problems;
however, due to the practical aspect of
agricultural disciplines and self-
employment capacities of the agricultural
sector, it is expected that entrepreneurial
activities and practices among this group
are much more than graduates of other
academic disciplines (27). Accordingly,
identifying  the requirements and
prerequisites of entrepreneurship in order
to facilitate the process of promoting
entrepreneurship  among  agricultural
students in Ilam province is of great
importance and necessity. This study
investigates the effect of environmental
support on entrepreneurial opportunity
recognition capacity with mediating role of
entrepreneurial alertness.

Materials and Methods

The statistical population in the present
study included all fourth-year
undergraduate students in different fields of
agriculture at Ilam University, 127 people.
The statistical sample size was set at 100
people. The main data collection tool in this
study was a questionnaire consisting of
three sections in the form of closed-ended
questions. All research variables were
measured in the form of a five-point Likert
scale (1- very low to 5- very high). The face
and visual validity of different sections of
the questionnaire were evaluated using
experts in entrepreneurship education and
promotion  and structural  validity
(convergent and diagnostic validity) and the
reliability of different sections of the

questionnaire was assessed and confirmed
by Cronbach's alpha, combined reliability
and one-dimensionality of markers. In
order to analyze the data in two sections of
descriptive and inferential statistics, SPSS
software version 25 and SmartPLS version
3 were used. For this purpose, in the
descriptive statistics section, mean and
standard deviation were used, and in the
inferential statistics section, structural
equation modeling (measurement model
evaluation and structural model evaluation)
was used.

Findings

The results indicate that the average of
the variable of identifying entrepreneurial
opportunities among respondents is 3.01
(SD = 0.63); the average variable of
entrepreneurial alertness is 3.10 (SD =
0.70); and the average of perceived
environmental support variable is 2.61 (SD
= 0.83). Findings showed that the
entrepreneurial alertness has a direct,
positive and significant effect on the ability
to identify entrepreneurial opportunities (8
=0.50, t = 7.37). The environmental support
also has a direct, positive and significant
effect on the ability to identify
entrepreneurial opportunities (f = 0.31, t =
3.49). Finally, the results showed that the
environmental support has a positive and
significant effect indirectly (through
entrepreneurial alertness) on the ability to
identify entrepreneurial opportunities (§ =
0.12, t = 2.31). Accordingly, all research
hypotheses were confirmed. In addition, the
results showed that the coefficient of
explanation of the latent variable of
identifying entrepreneurial opportunities
was 0.42; therefore, it can be stated that
42% of the latent variable changes in the
ability to  identify = entrepreneurial
opportunities by the latent variables of
entrepreneurial awareness and
environmental support are predictable,
which is an acceptable percentage.

Discussion

The results showed that entrepreneurial
alertness had a positive and significant
effect on the ability to identify
entrepreneurial opportunities among
respondents. This finding is based on the
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results of studies by researchers such as
Khoshmaram et al. (7) and Short et al. (31)
on the positive and significant effect of
entrepreneurial alertness on the
identification of entrepreneurial
opportunities is consistent. Findings
indicated that the latent variable of
environmental support had a positive and
significant effect on the ability to identify
entrepreneurial opportunities among
respondents. This finding is consistent with
the results of studies by Webb et al. (37),
Tang (33) and Khoshmaram et al. (7) is
consistent. In addition, the results of the
study confirmed the indirect effect of
environmental support through
entrepreneurial alertness on the ability to
identify  entrepreneurial opportunities.
Consistent with this finding, Khoshmaram
et al. (7) also acknowledged in a study on
the indirect impact of support and
environmental factors on the identification
of entrepreneurial opportunities. In
justifying this finding, it is obvious that
increasing  awareness and  positive
understanding of environmental stimuli
such as environmental support (academic,
government and relationship support) in
the direction of entrepreneurship leads to
improved entrepreneurial alertness of
individuals to pursue entrepreneurial
activities. It becomes. In support of this
claim, Tang (33) also believes that
environmental protections affect
entrepreneurial alertness.

Conclusion

Finally, According to the research results,
it is suggested that agricultural higher
education instructor use active teaching and
learning methods, such as idea generation,
experimental and service learning, team
and practical work, critical thinking and
problem solving in agricultural education.
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