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Analyzing the evolution of the concepts of power and public order in modern global ideas in
the postmodern historical period

Abstract

The issue of power is one of the issues that have been continuously discussed and disputed by
political and legal thinkers and philosophers. Based on this, different theories have been proposed
regarding its meaning. According to many experts, the new approach to the concept of power in
the context of new thought begins with the views of Thomas Hobbes. As one of the greatest
political philosophers of the modern era, he theorized the concept of power for the first time, in
which power is expressed based on the concept of sovereignty and in relation to the government.
Other thinkers have also taken steps in this way. Looking at Foucault's thoughts in the postmodern
era regarding power, a dominant model and intellectual and cultural framework that forms a set of
models and theories for a society (paradigm) was created. From this point of view, in the
postmodern era, the power and its relations are not concentrated in the government institution, but
are plural in the society network, and public order is based on the principle of difference and
specificity of individuals and groups. The aspects of power transformations in the postmodern era
include: denial of the political nature of power, productive and positive nature of power,
networkedness and fluidity of power relations, and denial of meta-narratives that legitimize power.
Power and public order are two related categories in modern legal and political thought; Their link
in the relationship between the government and the society can be clearly understood. In the post-
modern situation, the perception of the society and the government has changed. In fact, the
function of order in such a society is no longer to maintain unity and homogeneity in a unified
nation-state; Rather, the order of postmodern society is based on the principle of difference and
specificity of individuals and groups.

Key words: public order, power, postmodernism, globalization, sovereignty, government
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