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Agritourism is one of the activities that formed in recent decades in response to
the decline in the quality of the rural economy and the need to preserve and
sustain the environment and agricultural prosperity. But, This activity has a
profound impact in rural areas when it is managed by local communities and
Resulting advantages play a crucial role in the quality of rural life. In the
meantime, the attitudes of tourists and their support for Agritourism activities
(local communities are the primary owners of them), are significant, and their
presence will play an efficent role in sustainability of these activities.Therefore,
Purpose of writing this article is to understand the attitude of tourists toward
community based Agritourism in rural areas of Tonekabon township. Study area
includes the rural areas of Tonekabon township, which in addition to farms and
fields, have a lot of beautiful natural attractions that annually receive a large
number of tourists from different parts of the country. The method is

Keywords: , descriptive-analytical and based on a field survey. The statistical population
Agritourism, Attitude, consists of tourists in the villages of the study area, using Cochran'’s formula and
community based

390 people are as a sample population. The collected data using a questionnaire
were analyzed by SPSS software. The research findings indicate that the study
area has the attractions needed for Agritourism planning. The results of path
analysis using the linear regression method show that among the independent
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the second place.

variables, the variable of originality with beta (0.555) had the greatest effect on
the dependent variable of tourists' attitudes toward community based
Agritourism. The study of indirect routes indicates that the originality with beta
(0.555) has the greatest impact, and accommodation and residences (0.511) are in

Extended abstract

1. Introduction

The concept agritourism is one of the
activities that have been formed in recent
decades in response to the decline in the
quality of the rural economy, the need to
preserve and sustain the environment as
well as agricultural prosperity. However,
this activity in rural areas can have a
profound impact when it is managed by
local communities and the resulting
benefits play an important role in the
quality of rural life. Meanwhile, the views
of tourists and their support for
agritourism activities, which are the main
owners of local communities, are very
important. Also, their presence will play an
effective role in the sustainability of these
activities. Accordingly, using the existing
resources, capacities, and tourism
patterns of the region, the new models of
tourism should be sought following the
perspective of the local community in the
region, Because, the local community is
the main owners of villages and without
their effective presence a Activity as
Agritourism will not take shape. Also,
another aspect of tourism activity is
tourists, which in order to implement
alternative models, it is necessary to study
the attitudes of all stakeholders (local
community, local managers, tourists).

2. Aims

The purpose of writing this article is to
understand the attitudes and tendencies
of tourists (as one of the main pillars of
tourism) to create and develop community
based agritourism in rural areas of
Tonekabon township.

3. Research methodology

The method of this research is a survey
using mental indicators based on a
questionnaire. The required information
was collected wusing two methods:
documentary (library) and field. The
validity of the questionnaire questions was
evaluated and approved based on the
views of experts in the field of research.
Also, Cronbach's alpha test was used to
assess the reliability and validity of the
questionnaire questions which indicates
the optimal reliability of the questionnaire
questions. The statistical population of the
study consists of tourists who have visited
the rural areas of the target villages in
Tonekabon township. The sample size was
estimated using Cochran's formula and
390 tourists were calculated as a statistical
sample.

The SPSS statistical software has been
used In order to process and analyze the
data. Moreover, regarding the purpose of
initial field research and analysis including
collecting, analyzing data, depending on
the data type, scale of variables, and
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objectives in terms of descriptive
statistical methods such as frequency and
percentage distribution, mean and
standard deviation were used. Also, to
understand the relationship between
individual characteristics of tourists and
attitudes towards the components of
attraction, accommodation, change for
development, and originality, various
correlation coefficients have been used.
Cronbach's alpha test also was used to
assess the reliability of the questionnaire
which confirmed and supported the status
of all components studied.

4. Areas of study

The target area is the villages of
Tonekabon township which are limited to
the Caspian Sea from the north, Ramsar
city from the west, Abbasabad city from
the east, and its south is covered with
plains and villages, forests, then Alborz
heights, respectively. The total population
of these villages is equal to 81294 people
and has 27861 households (population and
housing census, 2016). The economic
function of the villages is agriculture with
an emphasis on rice cultivation, citrus
orchards, tea, animal husbandry, fisheries,
and flower and plant cultivation. In terms
of tourism in recent years, two models of
daily tourism and tourism based second
homes have been formed in these rural
areas. The model based on second homes
in these years, in various dimensions, has
negative effects, especially in agriculture
and land-use change. Accordingly,
agritourism to converge with agriculture is
considered as a capacity in these areas. In
the present study, various villages have
been studied in terms of location, kind,
type of agricultural cultivation, and the
amount of tourism.

5. Research Findings

Findings indicate that the study area has
the attractions needed for agritourism
planning. Also, regarding the theoretical
foundations and objectives of the present
study to create community based
agritourism, the three components of
"accommodation, attraction, and
originality as an independent variable, and
the variable "tourists' satisfaction and
desire" as a mediating variable are
considered. In the path analysis method
using the linear regression method, the
effects of all variables on each other were
investigated. The results showed that
among the independent variables, the
originality variable with beta (0.555) had
the greatest effect indirect conditions on
the dependent variable of tourists'
attitudes toward community based
agritourism. Also, the study of indirect
routes indicates that the originality with
beta (0.555) has the most impact, and
accommodation and residences with
(0.511) are in the second place.

6. Conclusion

In the direction of the success of
agritourism, various components are
influential in this study, which has been
formed with the attitude of tourists. The
component of attractions, from the
perspective of tourists, will have a great
impact on the development of agritourism;
because rural areas with natural situations
such as coastal villages, plains, mountains
are located a short distance from each
other. The location of combined
agricultural attractions such as citrus
orchards, tea, rice fields, kiwi orchards as
well as flowers and plants along with
forest, sea, and mountain attractions has
provided a comparative advantage for this
region in recent years. Variety and extent
of agricultural activities, local markets
selling traditional and agriculture, the
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indigenous architecture of houses in some
mountain villages, observing the process
of planting and holding and harvesting has
caused that if planning to make and create
these activities, tourists are very willing to
participate in such situations. Planning for
tourism-related tourism activities in the
studied area has been done spontaneously
by the natives themselves to some extent
that the results indicated the satisfaction
of tourists. Another important point is the
originality of rural areas and the change to
achieve this originality in the region from
the perspective of tourists. The results
indicated the favorable situation of this
component because tourists have
acknowledged that agritourism based on
local communities helps preserve and
develop rural culture. Also, by preserving
traditional agricultural methods, it will
have some effect on the protection of the
natural environment of rural areas and
agricultural lands, and as a result, land-use
change will occur less.
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