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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to identify and rank the factors affecting intellectual
property in sport. This study used a descriptive-survey method for collecting data
because of no manipulation of variables and factors and based on the research
approach. The statistical population of the qualitative part was elite and experts in the
field of sport management in Iran and the domain of intellectual property. In the
quantitative part, some researchers and inventors in sport were added to the statistical
population. To collect the data, questionnaire and semi-structured interviews were
used. Electricity method was used to rank the factors. All data analysis process was
performed using the Sulur Electric Software. The results of this study showed that 20
factors were identified as factors affecting the improvement of intellectual property in
the field of sport. With regard to the results of the method of electrification, it has
been determined that the establishment of specialized offices throughout the country
to improve intellectual property in sport with a domination of 19 is the most important
factor affecting the improvement of intellectual domination in sport.
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Background and Purpose

The issue of intellectual property is not a new issue. However, with the
emergence of man, intellectual property has also emerged. Because thought is
an inseparable power that man has never been empty of and has always used
it to meet his needs. However, today, due to the expansion of communications
at the national, regional and international levels, especially through the World
Wide Web and the ability to quickly and easily access all information and the
possibility of some people abusing the works and achievements of others, the
importance of maintaining this type of ownership and its validity has been
increased (Hagidom and Zobel, 2015, 1055). To explain and expand
intellectual property among different communities and also in the electronic
environment, some international organizations, especially the World
Intellectual Property Organization, , have conducted various studies to better
and more accurately determine its dimensions, characteristics, and location.
Dimensions related to technical, scientific and managerial issues in all fields
of sports require intellectual property. Today, a sports manager in professional
sports undoubtedly offers creativity and ideas that require intellectual property
to protect these creativity and ideas. On the other hand, in public sports, an
organization can increase the credibility of its organization in this field by
having appropriate creativity in public sports and the existence of intellectual
property (3). In addition, researchers in sports as scientific pillars of sports
need to have intellectual property in this field. In general, all aspects involved
in professional, championship, educational and public sports require
intellectual property to develop their activities and support ideation and
creativity. On the other hand, this research gap has caused that there are no
practical and appropriate solutions to improve intellectual property in sports
today. Therefore, conducting comprehensive research in sports to identify the
factors affecting intellectual property can develop technical knowledge,
improve the need in this field, and take the concern for the development and
improvement of intellectual property in sports among sports managers and
trustees. Conducting research on identifying and ranking the factors affecting
intellectual property in sports in Iran can help plan in this area to pave the way
for improving intellectual property in accordance with the specific conditions
of Iran and sports. Therfore, the present study was designed with the aim of
identifying and ranking the factors affecting intellectual property in Iranian
sports. In fact, the main question of the present study is: what are the factors
affecting intellectual property in Iranian sports? What is the ranking of these
factors?

Materials and Methods

In terms of applied purpose, the present study was descriptive-survey in terms
of data collection method because no manipulation was done on variables and
factors. It also was a mixed study in terms of the research approach. The
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instrument used in this study was developed after the interview and reaching
theoretical saturation, which included 20 items that were designed as a matrix
of options in the indicators.

The statistical population of the qualitative part of this study consisted of elites
and experts in sports management and intellectual property and continued to
the point of theoretical saturation (i.e., in this study, 12 interviews were
conducted). In quantitative part, in addition to the examples of the qualitative
section, some researchers and inventors in sports were also added to the
statistical population. After the investigations, the number of these people was
determined to be about 210 people. Using Morgan sample size table, 132
people were identified as a statistical sample. After distributing and collecting
the questionnaires, 121 completed questionnaires were collected. In order to
identify these samples, a database related to the intellectual property
organization was used. The distribution of these questionnaires was done in
person, via e-mail and cyberspace.

In the present study, in order to design the conceptual framework of the study,
three-pronged theory was used. The three-pronged model includes structure,
content, and context, which in the classification of models are of the type of
logical models; All organizational concepts, events, and phenomena can be
studiedand analyzed in the form of three branches: structure, content or
behavior, and context. In other words, it can be classified according to the
three-pronged criterion and based on the characteristics of each criterion
affecting the improvement of intellectual property in sports, the dimensions of
which are briefly reviewed.

The research questionnaire was designed as a matrix of factors affecting the
improvement of intellectual property in sports in structure, content and context
and based on the electro method. The content validity of this questionnaire
was examined using the opinions of 7 university professors. Moreover,
regarding the content validity of this questionnaire, using the content validity
forms (i.e., the content validity index and the relative content validity
coefficient), validity was confirmed. The relative content validity coefficient
according to the number of professors (7 people) was 0.99 and the content
validity index was 0.99 for the questionnaire. Therefore, the validity of the
content of the research questionnaire was confirmed. The reliability of this
questionnaire was confirmed by using Cronbach's alpha calculation with a rate
of 0.84. In order to rank the factors, the electro method was used. The research
data was analyzed through ElectroSloore software.

Findings

In this study, after conducting studies, 20 factors were identified as effective
factors on improving intellectual property in sports. In order to rank these
factors, the electro method was used. According to the results of the electro
method, it has been determined that the establishment of specialized offices
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throughout the country to improve intellectual property in sports with 19
dominance is the most important factor affecting the improvement of
intellectual property in sports. The results of this test also showed that media
coverage of innovations and creativity in the field of sports and attracting and
providing human resources regarding intellectual property in sports with zero
dominance, are the least important factors affecting the improvement of
intellectual property in sport.

Conclusion

In this study, after conducting studies, 20 factors were identified as effective
factors on improving intellectual property in sports. The identified factors
showed that in order to improve intellectual property in sports, it is necessary
to pay attention to various aspects and areas. This has led to an understanding
of the need for multifaceted planning in this area. Bettig (2018) also pointed
out that intellectual property is affected by managerial, cultural, social and
political aspects (4). This proves that the importance of superficial and one-
dimensional programs to improve intellectual property, cannot promote this
area. The nature of intellectual property indicates that in order to improve it in
sports, there is a need for appropriate legal, managerial and political aspects.
It also reflects the importance that more activities and efforts are needed to
promote intellectual property. Promoting intellectual property in sports can
increase support for ideas and creativity in sports, accelerate the process of
turning ideas into innovations in sports, increase the credibility of ideation in
sports, and reduce the theft of works in the field of sports. Pan (2018) in his
study showed that the promotion of intellectual property system has an
important role in improving and expanding this system (5). In other words, the
development of intellectual property improves the protection of innovation. It
should be noted that intellectual property for development requires careful
planning and organization. Therefore, creating a legal, cultural, structural and
social context in Iran's sports environment can provide a basis for the growth
and expansion of intellectual property. Improving intellectual property leads
to general conditions governing sports, the outcome of which leads to clear
rules, comprehensive oversight, as well as strict standards that promote the
promotion of creativity in sports, accelerate the process of ideation, upgrade
the credibility of ideation and ultimately the reduction of theft of ideas and
creativity in sports. Intellectual property, like a protective umbrella, causes the
sports environment in the field of creativity and innovation to be completely
under control and the existing abuses in this regard to be fully legalized.
Undoubtedly, this issue can have positive consequences on the country's
sports and the process of ideation in the country's sports. Expanding
intellectual property in sports can lead to the promotion of technical and
scientific knowledge in this field while securing the country's sports
environment; In other words, the path of improvement and expansion of
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human resources as well as meritocracy in sports, which is one of the needs of
sports day, is not separate from the improvement of intellectual property. In
other words, the promotion of intellectual property leads to a safe and secure
environment in sports for promotion and development, which ultimately leads
to the improvement of the state of sports.
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Table 2- Creating a Decision Matrix
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