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ABSTRACT

Introduction: Tourism creates considerable economic, socio-cultural and environmental benefits for rural and
less-developed areas through income and infrastructure development, which ultimately helps the development
of rural areas.

Objectives: The main purpose of this research is to explain the role of tourism in the rural development of
southwestern Gilan.

Methodology: The current research is an applied research that was conducted using a descriptive-analytical
method. The research method is descriptive and analytical, which was used to collect the required information
from both library and field methods. The selection was calculated using Cochran's formula and then based on
the relative distribution of households in the level, a part of the desired sample number of 378 questionnaire
samples was allocated. Due to the fact that the quantitative and qualitative variables and the collected data have
an interval and rank scale based on the Likert spectrum and appropriate statistical tests have been used.
Geographical Context: Geographical scope in the current research of the southwestern villages of Gilan
Result and Discussion: Rural tourism is a supplement to the rural market and an important source of
employment for sedentary communities such as rural communities. The southwest of Gilan has many
capabilities and potentials in tourism, and the findings show that multivariate analysis shows independent
variables (dimensions of tourism potential) on the rural development variable. The most important variable that
explains the most variance of rural development in the region is the economic dimension. This variable alone
explains 40.3% of the changes in the dependent variable and shows that the components of this dimension have
a significant impact on rural development. The second variable is the physical-spatial dimension, which
explains 20.2 percent of variance changes. In the third and fourth stages, socio-cultural and environmental
dimensions were entered into the regression, which explained a significant percentage of the variance of rural
development. With the inclusion of these two variables, the explanatory power of the model has reached 75.4%
in the last stage. In other words, the research model with four variables (dimensions) has explained 75.4
percent of the changes in rural development (R2 = 0.754).

Conclusion: The results of the research show that there is a direct relationship between tourism and rural
development at the level of villages in the southwestern district of Gilan. And the results showed that tourism
has had significant effects on the development of villages in economic, socio-cultural, physical, spatial and
environmental fields.
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