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Critiquing the ontology of essence, Gilles Deleuze, in the Logic of Sense,
provides an “ontology of sense” in which the notion of ‘sense’ as its central
point is developed to establish a connection between thought and existence.
Employing Stoic logic and concepts such as lekta, event, effect, expression,
etc., and also applying Leibniz’s concepts of convergence and divergence
relation between series of singularities- events, he presents his new ontology.
This paper, aims to examine the notion of ‘sense’ in Deleuze’s Logic of
Sense and provide an account for his conception of ‘Ontology of Sense’. So,
after a glimpse at the ground which it grows and departs from, we go further
to determine the topology of sense in Deleuze’s thought and get closer to
understanding his ontology of sense, by making its connections with other
concepts and ideas. Finally, we hope these steps could illuminate the relation
between language and existence in Deleuzian philosophy.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Deleuze’s Logic of sense is not a symbolic or transcendental logic, but he follows the Stoic’s understanding
of “Sense” as an event. He also, on an agreement with Hyppolite, accepts the ontology of sense as the only
ontology and considers an immanent relation between sense and existence. So, avoiding any kind of dualism
and transcendental philosophy, he believes there is no sense behind or above the existence, but the sense is
the expression and unfolding of the existence. Therefore, the orientation of Deleuze’s thought in Logic of
Sense is on the “surface”, which includes the discovery of “sense” and entails an ontology of sense. Sense
is an incorporeal event on the surface of existence which subsists in the language, while the existence is the
unfold of sense. So, the ontology of sense bridges the gap between existence and sense, likewise between
the Ontology and Logics, and it is how the sense inheres in the frontier of language and existence. The sense
as a real extra-being and quasi-cause of event, is the expressed of the proposition and expresses the event
of language by an infinitive. It is an incorporeal attribute which precedes the object. The sense or Lekta
belongs to the time of Aion which is the moment of becoming and in this time incorporeal events as
infinitives elude the present. So, the events are not what occurs to the essences, but it is a folding which the
past and future subsist in it and it is the continuum of virtual multiplicities.

Sense, in Deleuze’s structuralist approach, is defined in a structure made up by double heterogeneous
series, simultaneously consist of bodies--actualized, signified or referred--and incorporeal events--virtual,
signifying, referring. Paradoxical element which doesn’t belong to none of the series of bodies and
expressions, by converging these series of singularities and circulating in them, produces sense. In other
words, sense is always the production of non-sense as the empty space. The paradoxical element donates
sense to both series of sign and signified. It is simultaneously object and its expression. As the paradoxical
element says its sense, it is a non-sense, like the esoteric words and umbrella words. Deleuze claims that the
sense is always co-present of non-sense that has this meaning of not having a meaning. So, the sense is the
production of non-sense by the circulation of non-sense.

The ontological and logical static genesis of sense implies to the production of the relations of
propositions and their correlates by sense. the individuals and persons are the ontological propositions and
two levels of ontological genesis. World envelopes the compossible system of singularities and any
individual is the actualization of these infinite singularities. Also, there is an indetermined object which is
the common thing between different incompossible worlds and the welt subsists in the person. So, the
persons are the synthetical ontological propositions which are constituted upon the first stage of genesis.
Also, as the individuals are the work of sense, the persons are the work of non-sense. The variable properties
and classes determining the person, are the condition or the form of possibility of logical proposition.
Therefore, individuals, persons and forms define the relations of propositions. Describing the logical genesis
of sense, Deleuze introduces the sense as the new, fourth aspect of proposition, making denotation,
manifestation and signification possible and connects through them two domains of logics and ontology;
the sense determines these relations of proposition and their objective entity as denoted, manifested and
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signified. It shows the genetic double status of sense by which two realms of reality and logic are produced.
This function of sense is called logical and ontological static genesis of sense.

The paradox is defined as the inversion of two doxas of good sense and common sense. Good sense
verifies only one sense or direction, while the paradox considers two senses or directions simultaneously or,
in other words, it shows that sense is always in two directions. Also, the paradox is denying the common
sense which confirms the objective and subjective identity by recognition and representation. So, the
paradox of sense as a non-sense provides the condition of logical genesis. The sense extends in its four
paradoxical series: the paradox of infinite regress or the paradox of Frege, the sterile division or the paradox
of Stoics, the paradox of neutrality and the paradox of Meinong. A comparison between Deleuze’s
paradoxes of sense and Kant’s table of categories shows that the sense is indifferent to affirmation and
negation, it is not universal or particular and it has no direction, but it is a singular event in transcendental
problematic realm.

In conclusion, as the sense is described in the Logic of Sense, it is moving in the surface and the frontier
of thought and existence and at the same time produces them. This onto-logical entity causes the ontological
and logical genesis. It is a singular event which is expressed in proposition but in fact, the sense has produced
the logical proposition with its relations and also, its objective correlatives. So, we can conclude that the
sense changes the relation of language, logic, and ontology.
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