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Abstract 

American industrial and technological advances, especially in the maritime industry 

throughout the nineteenth century, were rapidly noticed in different parts of the 

world, including Iran, and immersed various intellectual groups in thought.In this 

article, we intend to examine for the first time the evolution of the American 

maritime industry and its impact on the economy of this country from the 

perspective of Iranian progressives of the Qajar period and then to answer the 

question of whether the efforts of dissidents of this period to awareness of the 

American maritime industry to the Iranians were successful or not? The method of 

writing and compiling the present article has been done with an explanatory 

approach and relying on the press and unpublished documents.The findings of the 

study indicate that Iranians from the middle of the Nasserite period through a 

geographical text, especially publications, gained a relatively comprehensive 

knowledge of the American shipping industry and they concluded that the United 

States was superior to other Western nations in the field of navy. This issue, on the 

one hand, and the country's lack of political ambition in Iran, on the other, led to that 

intellectuals and progressives mentioned the United States the best role model in the 

shipping industry, and with the help of Iran's political representatives in 
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Washington, they tried to pave the way for the entry of US naval achievements into 

Iran. 

Keywords: America, Qajar, Maritime Transport Industry, Progressives, Diplomats, 

Ships. 
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