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Abstract

Today, entrepreneurship evokes concepts such as innovation, resiliency, creation or
restructuring of an economic unit, satisfaction, and independence. Given the importance
of opportunities in the entrepreneurial process, this study seeks to identify, prioritize,
and the relationship between the drivers that affect the emergence of women's
entrepreneurial opportunities. Therefore, this research is applied in terms of goal and
descriptive data collection. The statistical population of this study includes female
managers of the municipality of District 5 of Tehran, and for data collection, a purposive
sampling method was used. The literature review was used to identify the drivers of
women's entrepreneurship opportunities. The priority of drivers was calculated with the
best-worst method (BWM), and the gray DEMATEL technique (GDEMATEL) was
used to determine the cause-and-effect relationships of drivers. After a comprehensive
review of the literature, 12 drivers were identified that affected women's entrepreneurial
opportunities. Based on the BWM, the driver of individual creativity, entrepreneurial
awareness, and self-efficacy felt were the first to third priority. Based on the
GDEMATEL, the motivations of the driving forces and personal disobedience were
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recognized as the most influential drivers in the emergence of women's entrepreneurial
opportunities.
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Extended Abstract
In terms of women entrepreneurs in 2020, Iran ranked 54th out of 58 countries,
one lower than the previous year. In this regard, there is a need for a giant leap
so that women can reach a suitable position in the Iranian economy and take
fundamental steps in the development of women's entrepreneurship, including
the study of drivers, empowerment, barriers, and promotional strategies are one
of the requirements in this area. Therefore, since no independent study has
explored the drivers of women entrepreneurship in Iran, this research has tried
to fill this gap and tries to use a systematic approach to study the phenomenon
of women entrepreneurship and its opportunities in Tehran Municipality and
tries to examine the relationship between these concepts from a theoretical and
practical perspective. In this regard, it seeks to answer the following questions:
1) What are the drivers and requirements affecting the emergence of
women's entrepreneurial opportunities?
2) How important are the drivers affecting the emergence of women's
entrepreneurial opportunities?
3) What is the relationship between the drivers that affect the emergence
of women's entrepreneurial opportunities?
A review of the literature shows that examining the full dimensions of women's
entrepreneurship opportunities requires acknowledging the dynamic existence
of this process; The results of this study can increase the awareness of
researchers and managers in the field of entrepreneurship about women. In the
literature, no study has thoroughly and comprehensively examined women's
entrepreneurial opportunities and the factors affecting them. The present study
comprehensively examined the drivers influencing the emergence of women's
entrepreneurial opportunities through quantitative research for the first time. So
that the use of the quantitative approach, especially the grey method, can be
considered a new step in the field of women's studies and entrepreneurship. In
addition, the researcher has tried to help eliminate some of the shortcomings
identified by the researchers from a methodological point of view by using the
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best-worst method (BWM) and grey DEMATEL techniques to help
repeatability increase the reliability of results.

The first step identified the drivers for women's entrepreneurship using the
literature. In the second step, using a quantitative approach and multi-criteria
group decision-making techniques, the concept of women's entrepreneurship
was examined in more detail. The statistical population of this study includes
female managers of Tehran Municipality, District 5, of which 21 female
managers are employed in Tehran Municipality, District 5. The purposive
sampling method was used to collect data and use experts' opinions. The number
of experts was selected as needed and to the extent that their views were
saturated. In this study, the opinions of 10 female experts were used. The data
collection tool in the present study is a questionnaire. The BWM was used to
obtain the weight of women entrepreneurial opportunities drivers. The
GDEMATEL technique was used to determine the relationship between the
identified drivers.

According to the BWM results, among the 12 drivers affecting the emergence
of women's entrepreneurial opportunities, the factors of “individual
creativity”,“entrepreneurial awareness” and the “feeling of self-efficacy” are
the first to third priority, respectively. Also, “intellectual property factors”,
“information flows,” and “social learning” are the least important factors in
creating entrepreneurial opportunities for women. According to GDEMATEL
results, the factor of “driving forces” and “individual disobedience” were the
most influential factors in the emergence of women entrepreneurial
opportunities. Also, the factors of “information flows”, “education and
coaching”, “perceived sense of self-efficacy”, “intellectual capital” and “social
learning” were identified as influential factors”.
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