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Abstract

The most significant handwritten and illustrated work of the llkhanid era is the version of Jami’ al-tawarikh writ-
ten by Rashid-al-Din Hamadani (1247-1318 AD), which was completed in the age of Oljaitl, the eighth Ilkhanid
dynasty ruler from 1304 to 1316 in Tabriz, Iran. This book contains subjects from the history of the prophets from
Adam to the Prophet of Islam, and the history of Iran until the end of the Sassanids and other nations. The purpose
of this research is to identify how the life of the Prophet of Islam was depicted in the comprehensive version of
Rashidi’s Chronicles based on the framework of visual semiotics. Based on the framework of visual semiotics and
historical descriptive methods, the authors examine nine exemplars of paintings of illustrated chronicles preserved
in the Edinburgh Library and The Khalili Collections with the subject of the life of the Holy Prophet from infancy
to middle age. The findings of this research show that the portrays of the Holy Prophet in Jami’ al-tawarikh are not
very different from other figures in the painting. These pictures, rather than paying attention to the spiritual dignity
of Prophet, have expressed a part of their life history. As a sign that these paintings are among the first illustrations
of saints’ faces, they do not have the characteristics of a religious icon and so introduce Prophet like other people.
This is perhaps the reason that painting in this era was a vehicle to illustrate the narrative of history. Although the
representations of the Holy Prophet do not have a halo of light around the head, the painters have been able, in
terms of composition and other visual elements, especially in the face and figure, place the Prophet in a higher
position than other characters.

Key words: Ilkhanid era, visual semiotics, Jami’ al-tawarikh, First Tabriz school of Painting, Prophet of Islam
(PBUH)
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