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Abstract

Metal weapons, especially swords, underwent improvements during the Safavid dynasty thanks to the kings’
encouragement of the arts and crafts. Steel swords that had embellishments, especially the inscriptions, gave a
great deal of attention in addition to the quality of the blades. In terms of content, these inscriptions serve as one
of the elements of historical records. They give information on the history and social circumstances of the time of
the creators and their names, the names of the people who ordered the works, and the ruler of the period. In this
study, we will examine the various aspects of ‘Assadollah Isfahani’s’ signature on the Safavid sword inscription
based on Gerard Genette’s Paratextualite approach. As a paratextuality, how can the signature and name of the
creator of the work be effective in receiving the text from the audience? According to Genette, the paratextual was
on the entrance of text and play an important role in communicating, understanding, and receiving text from the
audience. The goal was to determine the explicit and implicit content of the signature, the relevance of the text,
the paratextual, and finally, the audience with each other. Results of descriptive and content analysis show that
Asadullah’s signature is not stated alone, but also includes his real name, which is one of the court’s blacksmiths,
and a pseudonym, which is a moniker used to denote the superiority of other blacksmiths’ blades. Instead, the name
of the sword’s owner made up the majority of Assadollah’s signature, which might have been a sign of the Safavid
monarchs’ political clout and magnificence. The creator of these blades attempted to emphasize the Shiite beliefs
of the Safavid kings with titles and sentences in addition to the appearance of signing and obeying the Safavid
kings. This shows the Safavid kings’ royal face, politics, and authority under the banner of Shiite beliefs and their
devotion to the Prophet’s family.

Key words: Paratextualite, calligraphic inscription, sword, Assadollah Isfahani, Shiite religion, Safavid.
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