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Introduction: Conviviality was first used academically in philosophy and science by
Polanyi in 1964. According to him, a convivial society is a society in which all members
trust each other, share their obligations and interests, and try to create and maintain
conviviality with a mutual effort. After that, many scholars used this concept in their
studies for different purposes. Since the emergence of using conviviality concept in the
urban planning field of study by Peattie (1998), urban researchers also have addressed
this concept of quality of urban spaces. Although few of them considered conviviality
as a complex and key quality, most of the studies used it as an obvious and one-
dimensional objective. Therefore, there is no comprehensive conceptual framework
that can explain conviviality in urban space thoroughly. Another concern of this article
is the lack of knowledge about this multilayered quality of space, in Iranian urban
literature. To better understand the multi-aspects of convivial quality in urban spaces,
the main objective of this article is to extract different concepts, categories, and themes
from reliable previous studies. Although this quality is known as a context-based
quality, there is an urgent need for a conceptual framework to deeply study a specific
physical context, considering this quality.

Methodology: The article is based on a qualitative research method and uses content
analysis methodology. We found 78 peer-reviewed studies using two prominent
keywords “CONVIVIAL” and “CONVIVIALITY” in WOS, SCOPUS, IRANDOC databases,
and the “GOOGLE SCHOLAR” search engine. Then, delving into gained papers, we
selected the 40 most related types of researches and thesis from 1998 to 2020.We
applied a Three-phased coding analysis to extract a total of178 concepts. In the next
phase using a binary system, and eliminating similar concepts, we gained 34
categories, which also helped us to quantify the number of each category based on the
total number of related concepts. Eventually, four themes were achieved.

Results: Based on the coding analysis the socio-cultural dimension is considered a
prominent theme, which shows the importance of intangible aspects of this
multilayered quality in previous studies. The last place belongs to the physical-
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ecological dimension that indicates the much less effect of this tangible aspect of
conviviality in urban space studies, in comparison to the other three ones. Functional
and perceptual dimensions are two other main themes that can create convivial urban
spaces. Another main result is the circular-shaped conceptual framework includes 4
themes and 8 layers. The multilayered hierarchical model has the ability to quantify
the results of convivial quality in urban spaces. The closer the categories are to the
center of the model, the more important the category is. Therefore, if one category is
located in the first layer (the closest layer to the core of the model) the weight factor of
the category is considered the highest one.

Discussion: According to the urban-based studies, conviviality mostly refers to the
physical aspect of a place, while, this in-depth study shows otherwise. As a result,
“conviviality” is a key quality of urban design and means the harmonious and peaceful
life of multi-cultural and social groups together in a specific spatial context with a
special historical and environmental background. It happens in two forms short-term
and long-term interactions. It provides an atmosphere with a positive and coherent
social interaction between different gender, ages, languages, and ethnic and racial
groups. The goal of this quality is to create a happy, friendly, creative, and welcoming
environment for all groups of people, regardless of their cultural differences. It is an
environment that creates a sense of belonging to a certain social and physical context,
even if their first time visiting the place.

Conclusion: The final conceptual model can validate the hypothesis that conviviality
is not a one-dimensional quality, but actually is a multilayered, complex, and key
quality in the urban design field of study. The quality is totally context-based, and also
related to the cultural aspect of societies. These features differentiate conviviality from
other qualities, considering urban spaces. It seems that the final conceptual model is
able to discover a meaningful relationship between the constituent components of this
quality. Binary classification and comparison of extracted categories, summarization
and clustering of categories in the form of 4 themes with the help of content analysis
method, and multiple layering of dimensions in the form of a diagram with the ability
to quantify the categories of conviviality are the desired result that hasn’t been gained
in previous researches. In comparison to previous studies, the main feature of the
resulted model is flexibility and applicability which helps future researchers to use it in
a variety of urban areas. Of course, based on different urban spaces, the priority of
categories may change or even some new categories may be added to the model. To
prove this claim, future studies on the specific physical context are required.

Highlights:
e  Proposing a Conceptual Framework for Convivial Urban Space
e  Conviviality as a key Quality in Urban Design Literature.
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