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A Criticism of the Foundations of Epistemology, Rational Exegesis of
the New-Mu’tazilite Movement of the Contemporary Arab Maghreb

Abdullah Jabraili Julawdar”

Abstract

The new Mu'tazila movement of the contemporary Arab Maghreb due to the
period of time when they lived under the influence of modernity which was
derived from the Western culture, they were forced to see rationality as directed
towards modernity in order to solve theoretical problems. Therefore, their
foundations in understanding the teachings of religion were different from the old
Mu'tazila. Because the old Mu'tazila was based on rational principles and
monotheistic philosophy, the new Mu'tazila of the contemporary Arab Maghreb,
unlike its predecessors, is based on interaction with the world of modernity in
order to be aware of the progress and authority of the West, paying attention to
the backwardness of Islamic societies and trying to establish compatibility
between their religion and modernity, so, it is intended to take a special approach
in interpreting the verses of the Quran. This research, using descriptive, analytical
and critical methods, has criticized and analyzed the epistemological foundations
of the new Mu'tazila movement in the contemporary Arab Maghreb, and through
this, it has analyzed the basic damage of epistemology in this school. The findings
of the research indicate that this group of new Mu’tzalites, based on their
epistemological foundations, relying on modern reason as the only source of
knowledge, did not pay attention to other sources of knowledge; As a result, in
the interpretation and explanation of religious and Quranic teachings, especially
concepts such as heaven, hell, devil, and angels, which are revealed and
supernatural facts and realities, they have had empirical attitude, which led to the
distinction between religious knowledge and religion based on the historical
approach, and in addition to the fact that they considered the reading and
understanding of the Holy Prophet (P) as normal human understanding and
comprehension, and yet all these effects and consequences are against the explicit
text of the Word of Revelation.

Keywords: Interpretive Movement Studies, New-Mu’tazilites of the
Contemporary Arab Maghreb, Criticism of Epistemological Foundations, Nasr
Hamid Abu Zayd.
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