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Abstract

Qal’eh Dokhtar, as one of the important historical sites on the eastern outskirts of
Kerman, has been described in historical texts with different nhames such as Qal’eh
Kooh and Qal’eh Kohan, as a place of political and social events. One of the important
features of this castle is its special location in Kerman plain, as well as the extent of its
architectural structures and type of materials. The purpose of this study is to analyze the
nature, function, and chronology of Qal’eh Dokhtar. This study was done based on the
results of an archaeological survey, sounding, and archaeological excavation in 2019
in this site. This study can explain the role and position of Qal’eh Dokhtar in the social
and political developments of Kerman during the Islamic era. Data collection was done
by documentary and field methods and the research method is descriptive-analytical.
The questions are: When were the foundations and renovations of Qal’eh Dokhtar made
and what were the functions of this complex? For this purpose, the data of previous
archaeological research and recent field activities of the authors were studied and
reviewed, and while studying the historical geography of the region, a correct idea of
the nature, formation, and function of this building in relation to cultural developments,
Political and social of this area in the different period were presented. The study of
cultural materials along with the study of historical sources shows that this site is
probably almost continuously inhabited from the pre-Islamic period and certainly from
the first centuries of Islam to the tenth century AH. The results show that this structure
has played a decisive role in the political and social developments in the region. It seems
that Qal’eh Dokhtar was probably constructed and reconstructed from the pre-Islamic
period and certainly from the first centuries of Islam to the Safavid era for establishing a
military and defense base, as a place to hold political prisoners, a treasury, a safe haven
for sit-ins and the rulers and their families.
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Introduction

Based on historical evidence, Kerman city was founded due to an economic-military
necessity. The necessity that required the important branch of the Khorasan arterial
road, that is, the spice route of India and the coasts of the Oman Sea, passes through
the deserts of Kerman and Baluchistan and connects to the Khorasan arterial road. The
Kerman region was located in the center of the intersection of the mentioned roads
(Zarei and Heydari, 2013: 202). Because of this special situation, Kerman was also
subject to internal and external attacks since historical times (Bastani Parizi, 2016:
40). Therefore, large castles were built for military and defensive purposes to prevent
damage and protect lives and property from enemy attacks. Qal’eh Dokhtar is one of
the important castles that was founded in response to such needs. In its ups and downs
history, this castle has been one of the most famous and eventful castles, especially
during the Islamic era, compared to other historical castles in the southeast. Based on
the historical sources, political events in the history of Kerman in different periods are
connected with this castle (see: Afzal al-Din Kermani, 2016: 124; Vaziri, 2016: 102;
Monshi Kermani, 2018: 62; Sykes, 2016: 80).

Despite this, none of the above studies gives a detailed understanding of the nature,
function, and chronology of this monument in connection with the social and political
developments of Kerman. Historical sources also show a number of contradictions about
the date of construction and function of Qal’eh Dokhtar. Most of these contradictions have
been caused by the lack of detailed and comprehensive investigation or the ignorance
of historians. Considering that the previous researches related to Qal’eh Dokhtar were
only descriptive, the importance of the research is that it studied the nature and use of
this castle with an analytical approach.

Materials and Method: In this research, by studying historical texts and architectural
structures and cultural data (including the remains of pottery from the archaeological
excavation and survey in Qal’eh Dokhtar), an attempt was made to create a clear
understanding of the history of construction, the process, and stages of renovations, its
functions based on the developments. Data collection in this research has been done by
field and documentary methods. Based on this, the study and analysis of the findings
of the authors’ excavation and survey in Qal’eh Dokhtar has been done to explain
the construction chronology, the process and stages of renovations, and the functions
of the castle. Also, the historical texts related to this work have been analyzed in the
“content analysis” method, and by matching the data from these documents with the

archaeological findings, new analyzes have been tried to be presented about this work.

Data

Qal’eh Dokhtar is built on a high rock overlooking the landscape of Kerman plain.
This high rock is stretched lengthwise from east to west and its length is more than 720
meters. The architecture of Qal’eh Dokhtar follows the topography of this rock. Some
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of the architectural spaces of Qal’eh Dokhtar were formed on large stone slabs, and in
some others, space was provided for construction by carving the mountain rocks, and
buildings were formed with mud-brick, crushed stone, Sarooj, plaster, and lime. In the
eastern part of the complex, architectural evidence of two and three stories has been
left. In the northernmost part of the middle section, the architectural structures of this
section were probably the ruling buildings. In the northwest of the middle part of Qal’eh
Dokhtar, there is a wide and half-ruined gate, a small pedestrian gate, and a high and
solid tower. In the south of the middle part of Qal’eh Dokhtar, there are remains of a
brick water basin.

Discussion

Analyzing the content of historical sources provides information about the functions of
Qal’eh Dokhtar during the Islamic era. For example, the first function of Qal’eh Dokhtar
as a “place for opponents of the government” can be mentioned (Monshi Kermani,
1328: 23; Hafez Abro, 1375: 53-52). The second function of Qal’eh Dokhtar was based
on the analysis of the content of historical texts, “a place to store government treasures”
(Katabi, 1985: 100; Hafez Abro, 1996: 157). The third function of Qal’eh Dokhtar can
also be considered as “the residence of rulers and their families” in some periods (Afzal
al-Din Kermani, 1977: 124). The last function of Qal’eh Dokhtar can be seen as a shelter
for besiegers (Khabisi, 1994: 187). In addition to these, we can also mention the role
of Qal’eh Dokhtar in keeping political prisoners, which is hidden in historical sources
(Monshi Kermani, 1949: 15; Hafez Abro, 1996: 20). Based on this, Qal’eh Dokhtar
has had different functions in different eras and as a part of the spatial organization of
Kerman city, it has played a special role in the political and social developments of this
city in the Islamic era.

Conclusion

Qal’eh Dokhtar in the east of Kerman city was one of the important castles that was
founded in the pre-Islamic and early Islamic period due to the need to deal with the threat
of invading tribes on the south and southeast highway of the country, and it became the
throne of the rulers of Kerman in different periods. For two reasons, Qal’eh Dokhtar
played a role as a military and defense structure along with other castles in Kerman in
providing security to the east of Kerman and the highways of the region. The First reason
is “its location on top of the natural elevation and dominates the Kerman plain”, and the
Second is “the important position of the city of Kerman from a military point of view
during the Sassanid era”. However, the analysis of the content of Islamic written sources
and the study of archaeological evidence, including pottery and architectural structures,
show a basic reconstruction phase in the 4th century AH, a deliberate destruction phase
in the late 6th century AH, two phases of reconstruction in the early and at the end of
the 7th century A.H. and a stage of reconstruction took place in the second half of the
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8th century A.H. in Qal’eh Dokhtar. Along with these developments and renovations,
other functions were added to the security and defense functions of Qal’eh Dokhtar. As
it has functioned as a place to keep political prisoners, in other times as a place to keep
government treasures, sometimes as a safe haven for the opposition and in other periods
as a residence of rulers and their families.
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Fig. 1. The Location of Qal’eh Dokhtar in Kerman Province and Iran (The Sat Image from:
Google Earth, 2017; Edition of map by the first Author, 2020).
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Fig. 2. The North Entrance related to the Eastern Area (The first Author, 2020).
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Fig. 3. The Southern Tower at the Eastern Part (The first Author, 2020).
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Fig. 6. Right: The Walker Gate, Left: The Rider Gate and The Tower at the Middle Part
(The first Author, 2020).
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Table. 1. Types of pottery from Qal’eh Dokhtar and their chronology (The first Author, 2020).
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