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: Abstract

Rural settlements as an open system have various forms of natural,

: economic, social, human, cultural and symbolic capital that play an important
¢ role in the development of tourism. As such, these funds are mainly classified
: into two groups of tangible and intangible resources. The purpose of this study
: is to investigate the role of local community capital in tourism development in
: target villages of Abhar Township (Zanjan province). The present research is
: an applied one and its method is descriptive-analytical and library and field
: methods have been used for data collection. The statistical population of the
: study consisted of 7 tourism target villages of Abhar Township which has 1268
¢ households based on Population and Housing Census data (2016). Of these,
: 190 were selected using Cochran formula. The face validity of the
¢ questionnaire was evaluated by experts and the reliability of the variables was
: estimated 76% using Cronbach's alpha coefficient. Statistical tests such as t-
: test, regression and Kruskal-Wallis were used for quantitative analysis of data.
© The results show that community capital has a positive and significant impact
¢ on tourism development. So that the natural capital, social capital and cultural
: capital of tourism target villages with numerical mean values of (4.13), (4.08)
: and (4.06) respectively have played a decisive role in the development of
© tourism, respectively. And. Also in the regression fitting model, coefficient of
: determination is equal to (0.84) and indicates positive impact of local
: community capital on tourism development and natural (0.379), social (0.242),
: cultural (0.181) capital had the most impact on development. There is tourism.
: The results of Kruskal-Wallis test also showed that there is no significant
: difference at 95% level in local community capital except for cultural capital
: and constructed between sample villages and in villages of Darsajin and

Qorveh due to having local community capital in the first and second place.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Rural settlements, as an open system, have
various forms of natural, economic, social,
human, cultural and symbolic capital that play
an important role in their socio-economic
developments (Casado-Diaz et al., 2014;
Benson, 2014). As such, these funds can be
mainly classified into two groups: (a) tangible
resources and (b) intangible resources (Garrod
et al., 2006:180; McClinchey & Carmichael,
2010; Eimermann, 2016). From the
perspective of tourism, capital of rural areas
and its optimal use and proper management, it
can be a factor in promoting tourism places
and attractions and developing non-
agricultural activities and experience through
presenting local traditions and customs and
lifestyles. Make a memorable sight for
tourists. Thus, the development of rural
tourism in turn increases direct and indirect
investment in rural areas and contributes to the
strengthening of local capital (Schmallegger et
al.,, 2011). So that, Proper management of
local community funds through tourism
development provides the opportunity to take
advantage of the synergy relationships of local
capital and to diversify employment and local
income and improve rural residents'
livelihoods by improving orientation and
presenting development plans within A
community or region helps (Zahra &
McGehee, 2013; Su et al., 2019).

Methodology

This research is an applied research and has
been done by descriptive-analytical method. A
guestionnaire was used to collect data and
information. To determine the face validity of
the questionnaire questions, first for each of
the research indices, the 5-point Likert scale
(fully agree (5), agree (4), no comment (3),
disagree (2), and Completely disagree (Score
1)), then provided to a number of geography
and rural planning experts. Pre-test method
was used to measure the reliability of the
items. Quantitative method and one sample t-
test, regression and Kruskal-Wallis were used
for data analysis. The statistical population of
the study consisted of 7 tourism target villages
of Khorasanloo, Qorveh, Ghoohjin, Sarve
Jahan, Marshoon, Koleh Khaneh and Darsajin
in Abhar (Zanjan Province). According to the
population and housing census data (2016), the
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studied villages had 1268 households, of
which 190 were selected using Cochran
formula. Samples were selected among the
heads of households in the sample villages
based on the sample village locations.

Results and Discussion

The results of questionnaire data analysis
showed that there is a significant difference
(95%) between different forms of tourism
capital of Abhar townshipvillages such as
political, constructed, financial, social, natural,
human and cultural capital. There is.
According to the respondents, natural capital,
social capital and cultural capital in tourism
target villages with numerical mean values of
(4.13), (4.08) and (4.06), respectively,
compared to other forms of capital play a
decisive role in tourism development. Have
played. On the other hand, numerical mean
values for human capital were constructed and
political with numerical mean values (3.86),
(3.67), and (3.58), respectively, were higher
than numerical utility tested and only financial
capital with numerical mean. (2.91) was lower
than the numerical utility of the test.

The results of multivariate regression test
showed that there is a positive relationship
between independent variables (forms of rural
community capital) and tourism development
with respect to coefficient of determination
(0.84). Also, according to the standardized
beta coefficient values, the highest impact of
rural capital is on natural (0.379), social
(0.242), cultural (0.181).

The results of ranking the local community
capital in the target villages of Abhar township
showed that there is a significant difference at
the 95% level between the sample villages in
the two indexes of cultural capital (0.015) and
the constructed capital. In other capitals there
is no significant difference between the
villages. Thus, the villages of Darsajin in the
index of political, natural, cultural and social
capital are in the first place and the village of
Qorveh in the capital and public infrastructure
and human capital is in the first place.
Therefore, the reason for these differences can
be attributed to the diversity of natural capital
due to geographical and cultural factors,
investment in  tourism facilities and
infrastructure, diversification of economic
activities, and so on.
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Conclusion

As noted in the research findings, among the
various forms of local community capital, the
role of natural capital, social capital, and
cultural capital in tourism development has
been greater than that of other capital.
Therefore, it can be said that the targeted
tourism villages under study can be better
utilized their capital for tourism development
if they are financed and facilitated, as well as
providing financial and social development.
On the other hand, regression results showed
that among the local community capital,
natural, social and cultural capitals had the
most impact on tourism development of the
target villages. Therefore, it can be said that
the tourism target villages of Abhar township
face the challenge of financial and political
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capital due to their rich natural, social and

cultural capital. Based on the results of the

analysis of the findings, the following
suggestions can be made for the development
of tourism based on local capital:

- Holding informal training courses in rural
areas to identify local community funds and
manage them for tourism development.

- Contribute to the local community in
tourism management and development and
promote its economic impact to increase the
participation of local people.

- Using social capital capabilities to improve
the performance of other forms of local
community capital.

- Strengthening the function of cultural capital
to promote rural tourism.
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