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Two approaches can be identified to how external arguments are
introduced to the event structure of verbal predicates. One
approach takes the causative/little verb as the functional head
introducing the external argument to the structure. Another
approach assumes that the external argument is severed from the
verb phase and introduced by a voice head to the structure. In this
paper, it is argued that the voice head is involved in introducing
the external argument to the structure. The evidence corroborating
the proposed analysis is adduced from the interaction of
morphological causatives and passivization in Azeri, spoken in
Serish Abad, Ghorveh. The causative verb in Azeri is derived from
the anti-causative counterpart through the addition of a causative
morpheme. A closer inspection of data shows that the derived
causative verb can appear in the passive construction. The fact that
the external argument is suppressed in the passive construction and
that the causative verb retains its causative morpheme provides
evidence that the causative morpheme (v°) is not responsible for
introducing the external argument. The correlation of the passive
morphology and the external argument suppression fits squarely
within the approach taking voice to be licensing the external
argument.
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