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Abstract

How to read and understand historical texts, especially in the field of
philosophy and political thought, has always been one of the main concerns
of researchers in this field. Because of the fear of persecution of
governments on one hand, and the fear of the consequences of the general
public's acquaintance with philosophical ideas on the other hand, have
usually been the two main reasons for philosophers to write esoterically.
There are different methods have been presented in the form of different
hermeneutic branches to understand the purposes and intentions of writers
and political philosophers, each of which has its own strengths and
weaknesses. One of these unknown methods in Iran is the method proposed
by the contemporary political philosopher Leo Strauss under the title of
esoteric writing or reading/writing between the lines. In this article, |
attempt to extract the generalities of this method and to describe its
advantages and capacities in reading and understanding classical
philosophical texts.
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