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Trust as a Foundation of Equality (in Na’ini’s Thought)
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The present research aims to study the notion of trust as a
foundation of equality in the views of Na'ini. In his portrait of a just
government (or in his words, guardianship monarchy [salsanat
wilayatiyya]), Na'ini gives a central role to trust (amana) in all affairs,
and hence, he applies this jurisprudential principle, which was mostly
applicable to private law, to the domain of public law. He deployed
notions of private law in the domain of public law in order to prepare
the minds of people at the time for embracing new concepts. Na'ini
believed that government was a trust, rulers were trustees, and people
were trustors. The method of this research is descriptive-analytic, and
our findings show that Na'in1 assigned an equal role and right to all
members of the society (as trustors) in his view of government as
trust. As a result, governments are required to observe such equality
for the citizens in political and social affairs.
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