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Introduction

Political capital is the resources that social activists use in line with political
goals (electoral and non-electoral). Participation and competition of social and
political groups in political life is the goal of political development. One of the
most important components of political capital is political trust. Political trust
refers to the relationship between the people and the government. Governments
need the people to legitimize their government for their survival .Distrust shakes
the foundations of the political system and undermines the legitimacy and
acceptability of the system. In Iran, the issue of political capital is important and
vital. Politics means managing and governing people; is to manage and solve,
According to the concept of science, it is the management of a city, community
or society in which, according to a collective contract, the people made 3
promise to have socio-political demands (security, freedom, citizenship rights
from one or several people according to the law. Political capital is also related
to the concept of power, efficiency, authority and effectiveness of the political
system. Political apathy reduces political capital.
For the purpose, different studies have been conducted on the issue of political
capital due to the importance of finding the issue of political capital and its
growing trend in Iran since the past decades; however; studies around a common
question often have inconsistent results. So; the purpose of this research is to
combine the findings of qualitative and quantitative research on the factors
affecting political capital in Iran in order to obtain a coherent result from their
research findings. Political capital is the main field of political science and in
relation to political leaders, governance, power system and political system
Political capital is a strong support for political governance and an introduction
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to political legitimacy, which consists of the components of trust, participation,
culture, and political cohesion. In Iran, the issue of political capital is important
and vital. Politics means managing and governing people; resolving the
problems; managing a city, community or society based on the collective
agreement; and promising people to have socio-political demands such as
security, freedom, citizenship rights based on the law. Furthermore; political
capital is related to the concept of power, efficiency, authority and effectiveness
of the political system. With the disruption and crisis of political capital, people
gradually become disheartened by politics and abandon their political role and do
not participate in elections and macro-social policy-making or suffer political
indifference. The main cause of political apathy is the reduction of political
capital. Political capital is one of the various factors investigated in this research.
Considering the above topics and the importance of political capital in Iranian
society; the main goal of this research is to study the factors affecting the
political capital of Iranians by meta-syntheses method in the period 2007-2021.
The theoretical model of the current research is drawn as follows, relying on
theoretical foundations and empirical studies (background).

Multiple Factors (Cultural, Political, Economic,
Social and Demographic)

Political Capital

Political Culture Political Participation Political Cohesion Political Trust

Figure 1: Theoretical Model of Political Capital

Methodology: The main method in this research is the meta-synthesis method,
which is based on a systematic review of library studies for a deep understanding
of the studied phenomenon. Met synthesis is a qualitative method whose data
collection tool is library studies and research background checks. The present
meta-synthesis is of integrative type, in which it is tried to categorize previous
studies based on the variables and place them in conceptual categories. The
analysis is based on data from 2007 to 2021 with the purpose of synthesis
(overview of research results and their aggregation). The sample size of the study
includes the number of 35 research documents, using the deliberate-non-
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probability method. The ideal model of research is the model of political capital.
According to this; In the course of the study and the first stage, the keywords
"political capital, political trust, political participation, political culture, political
cohesion" were generally searched from the database of Noor specialized
magazine, Iranian publications and magazines, the scientific database of
academic jihad and the research institute of information science and technology.
To complete the search process, libraries and research centers were used. After
reading the research documents and determining the relationship with the topic
and objectives of the current research (76 total documents), 35 final documents
were selected. The analyzed documents are based on the five folling main
categories, i.e. 1. General characteristics; 2. Research goals and questions; 3.
Research methodology; 4. The investigated variables and 5. Findings and results
of the research were analyzed.

In sum, the purpose of this study is to combine the factors affecting political
capital with a review of previous research (quantitative and qualitative method in
the form of scientific research). The research method is a combination of
quantitative and qualitative studies in the period of 2007-2017 with the
possibility of intentional non-probability method that the sample size is equal to
35 research documents. These documents were selected based on the validity and
validity of the research, the quality of the research and the criterion of scientific
research and the relationship with political capital.

Result and Discussion

The research findings are presented in two descriptive and analytical sections.
Based on the descriptive-research findings, political capital as a dependent
variable in 35 researches; 57.1 percent with the dimension of political trust (20
cases); 28.5 percent with the dimension of political participation (10 cases);
8.5% with the dimension of political capital (3 cases) and 5.7% with the
dimension of political culture (2 cases) have been of interest to researchers.
Inferential-research findings show that five important social indicators (social
satisfaction, social participation, social trust, social cohesion); cultural (media
literacy, moral commitment, national media performance, political culture);
economic (improving quality of life index, improving welfare-material issues);
and political (social policy-making, good governance, socio-political efficiency);
has been effective in increasing and decreasing the political capital of citizens in
the above period.

Social Index: The most important social indicators affecting political capital are:
Social satisfaction: the political capital increases by increasing in the social
satisfaction of the citizens in the political system. On the contrary, the amount of
political capital decreases with the reduction of social satisfaction.

Social participation: Social participation means participation of citizens in social
and political affairs. The amount of political capital increases by increasing the
amount of social participation as an important component of social capital in the
society. The decrease in social participation also causes a decrease in political
capital at the macro and micro level.

Social trust: Trust means belief, certainty, faith and hope in truthfulness, behavior
and performance of the political system and citizens towards each other. High

Akbar Zolfaghari. et.al., Studying the Factors Affecting the Political Capital of Iranians... ARR




Research Letter of Political Sciencel!

Summer 2022, Volume XVII, Number 3, pp.117-151

social trust is associated with high political capital.

Social solidarity: Social cohesion refers to the stable communication and
interaction of society (structure-activity) and is associated with the reduction of
tension, conflict and social conflict at the level of the political system. Order,
social solidarity, unity and integration of society, social stability are the
consequences of social cohesion that lead to increase and improvement of the
quality of political capital.

Cultural Index: Cultural indicators affecting political capital are:

Media literacy: There is a direct relationship between media literacy and political capital

Moral obligation: Moral obligation is a kind of moral belief of citizens towards
each other. The political capital of society improves and becomes more stable
with the moral commitment of rulers, managers and statesmen.

Performance of national media: National social media is an important reference
in conveying messages and interacting with citizens in political and social issues.
The favorable performance of the media is effective in producing political
capital. Decreasing trust in the national media and not being satisfied also causes
a gap between the society and the political system.

Political culture: Culture means principles; behavior, mood, manners, manner of
speaking. Political culture means having political knowledge, or knowing the
rules of politics. Political capital is strengthened by people's awareness of their
duties and responsibilities, increasing people's awareness of citizenship rights,
feeling responsible for the collective destiny, gaining people's awareness of the
functioning of governance.

Economic index: The most important economic indicators affecting political
culture are:

The quality of life improvement: People participate into political, social and
cultural affairs in the political system by improving the quality of life of citizens
including occupational, food, lifestyle and increasing economic satisfaction.
Accordingly, the political capital also increases by increasing in the quality of
life of the citizens.

Removal of material-welfare obstacles: People will be more willing to participate
politically By removing economic barriers (material-welfare). Removing relative
deprivation and solving failures reduces political conflict and increases political
capital.

Political index: The most important political indicators affecting political culture
are:

Social policy: Social policy means planning, organizing and presenting a
political-social policy in line with the social welfare of citizens. The more these
policies are related to people's social life, the more people will be inclined
towards the political system and will support it.

Good governance: Favorable and good governance means the political
development of the system in line with the realization of people's social rights in
the social, political and economic fields. Justice is established in the society; all
ethnic groups and citizens grow without discrimination in the political and social
system, take over a job and have the dignity of citizenship. A better quality of
governance leads to an increase in the political participation of people in the
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society. The political system will gain political legitimacy and the political
capital will come out of the state of fragility and become a solid and
strengthening element of the political system.

Socio-political efficiency: Efficiency means being effective, useful, and fruitful as
a result of actions, programs, and social policies regarding citizens' affairs.
Increasing the efficiency of the political system will increase the efficiency of the
civil system and attract the satisfaction of the citizens. It will have a long-term
life and a rich and stable political capital.

Conclusion

Politics is the technique of governance, the principles of government and the
strategy of managing society with different classes and groups. Politics is
accompanied by power, which seeks order, security, and political, social, and
economic development. Politics has been co-born with society since the
beginning of human history (the birth of Adam and Eve) and has been expressed
in an excellent form since the Greek era in the teachings of Socrates and
Aristotle. In Iran, the works of Khwaja Nizam-ul-Molk, Qaboos-nameh of the
elemental-ma'ali, reflect the politics in the religion of the Iranian society. From
the middle ages to the 21st century, the world has seen a transition from
absolute, autocratic and monopolistic policies to democracy and democracy
(political capital). Along with the evolution of knowledge and technology, the
development of political culture and social transformation; the world view of the
changed politicians and competing parties and groups has been effective in
developing the political personality of the rulers and reforming their political
attitude. With the passage of the political history of societies, policies have also
changed. The difference between today and the past is the possibility of citizens
controlling the ruler and politicians in the form of governance-civil society, and
in this sense, the importance of political capital has been shown as a main tool of
citizens and elites. Political modernization is a state in which traditional
governments, monarchies and autocracies give way to temporary, electoral and
legal governments. The reason for that is the increase in people's political
awareness and people's demands. In this system, people have the right to protest,
to choose and not to choose. People easily get their rights from the statesmen.
Governments do not have the right to misbehave with citizens; because the
government's power depends on popular support.

Keywords: Social Satisfaction, Politics, Media Literacy, Quality of Life,
Political Culture.
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