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Introduction

The importance of development, especially the political dimension of
development, has caused the theorists of different development paradigms
(schools: modernization, dependency, and post-development), to provide
numerous definitions, solutions, and indicators during the past half century
(Ezkia and Ghaffari, 2016, Sa'i , 2004). For this reason, it seems to be almost
impossible to provide a single and universal definition of development and
its political dimension. But there are commonalities among the definitions
and indicators that have been presented for the concept of political
development. Most theorists believe that political development means
increasing the capacity of the political system in order to respond to society's
demands for participation in political processes (Badi, 2014, Saifzadeh,
2015). Increasing the capacity of the political system also requires a
democratic political structure, active civil society, free and fair elections,
independent and free media, separation of powers, political legitimacy,
political equality, political freedom, civil liberties, independence of the
judicial system, structural differentiation (separation of the political structure
from economic structure and cultural structure), and... Simultaneously with
the concept of political development, many researchers and institutions
presented different models and indicators to measure the state of political
development (or democracy) of societies. The studies carried out show that,
firstly, the mentioned models did not pay attention to some important
components of political development; For example, the component of
structural differentiation, which is mentioned as one of the important
characteristics of political development (Sifzadeh, 2013), and is among the
important and necessary conditions for increasing the capacity of the political
system, is not present in the list of indicators of the mentioned models;
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Secondly, it seems that the existing models lack theoretical support and have
been formed based on the symptoms of the western democratic political
systems, and this has caused a lack of coherence between the indicators in
each of the previous models. It is mainly affected by the state of western
democratic political systems. The existing vacuum has become the problem
of the present research and the future research tries to take into account the
existing models and their evaluation, and with the help of the theoretical
framework of institutionalism, and finally, according to more appropriate and
accurate indicators, as much as possible. Provide a more coherent, complete
and accurate model for measuring political development. Thus, it can be said
that the innovation of the upcoming research is to present a new model to
measure the state of political development. The researcher hopes that future
researchers will be able to describe and explain the state of political
development in Iran and other countries with the help of the proposed model.
According to the nature of the problem under study, a descriptive-analytical
method has been chosen, and a documentary method has been chosen to
collect the materials.

Methodology

The method used in this research is descriptive, and the method of collecting
information is the use of reliable library and internet sources.

Results and Discussion

The role and importance of political power in the distribution of values has
caused many people to seek political power throughout history; On the other
hand, the lack of rules to determine how to acquire political power will bring
violence, disorder and political instability, and finally, the possibility of
collective life will face a serious threat. Therefore, the existence of rules in
order to regulate the political action of people around the acquisition of
political power is necessary and essential, and the rules will be established
and institutionalized if they are efficient and useful and enjoy social
acceptance; It means that the people present in every age have accepted the
political rules as fair, appropriate, humane and natural rules. For example,
the rule of inheritance, unlike the method of murder and assassination, is
among the rules that were created in the past for the peaceful acquisition and
transfer of power, but today, many societies consider the rule of inheritance
to be inefficient, unfair and unnatural. And for this reason, it is obsolete, and
if the political system of a country wants to continue to use this method to
acquire and transfer power, it will certainly face the dissatisfaction and
protest of the society and, by its nature, violence, disorder and political
instability. . Therefore, the existence of political rules in order to organize the
political action of individuals is necessary and necessary.

Today, due to the extensive changes that have occurred in various political
(such as the formation of the modern nation-state institution), economic
(such as the industrial revolution) and cultural (such as the Renaissance)
society, organizing the political action of individuals is only limited to
obtaining Power does not become political, but the monopoly of political
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power, the way of exercising political power, the separation of political
power from economic and cultural power, the integration of political power
into social power, is necessary and necessary. In this way, it can be said that
the improvement of human life in the field of politics requires the
implementation of rules for the political action of people around political
power, which includes various aspects that can be collectively called the
institutionalization of political power. The (more) institutionalization of
political power can improve the status of various criteria that theorists have
provided for the concept of political development, and vice versa. In fact,
political development is impossible until political power is institutionalized,
and there is a direct relationship between the two (Posner and Young, 2006).
The proposed model of the research is also based on the same assumption
and based on different aspects of institutionalization of political power. In the
next part, different aspects of political power institutionalization and
indicators to measure each of them will be introduced.

Institutionalism is based on the assumption that living society needs rules
that organize people's actions in different political, economic and cultural
fields; The efficiency and social acceptance of the rules will eventually lead
to their stabilization (institutionalization) and then become the behavioral
pattern of people. The political action of individuals is not an exception to
this rule, and for this reason, numerous political institutions have been
created to organize political affairs. Because, political action, without the
existence of political institutions, will end in violence and political
instability, and ultimately the threat of survival. Today, political action is not
only limited to the acquisition and exercise of political power, but also
includes various aspects of political power, including monopoly, distribution,
and integration of political power. Therefore, the relationship between
political affairs, political power, political development, and institutionalism
is as follows. It means that social life is not empty or an escape from political
power and human beings are required to institutionalize political power to
prevent disorder and political violence (Popitz, 2017). Along with the
institutionalization of political power, various components of political
development, such as: political competition, political participation, political
freedom, increasing the capacity of the political system, political stability,
etc., will be promoted. Based on this assumption, in the following, different
aspects of the institutionalization of political power and how to quantify it
and its measurable indicators will be introduced.

Conclusion

The problem of the article was to evaluate the models of measuring the
concept of political development and present a new model in such a way that
it does not have the shortcomings of the previous models. Of course, the
proposed model of the research (see picture no. 11) does not claim to be
comprehensive and inviolable, but compared to the previous models, it seems
to be somewhat more accurate and complete and covers more areas of the
concept of political development. Gives, although still parts of the concept of
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political development are neglected and it is hoped that they will be
completed by other researchers in the future. Of course, it should be noted
that one of the reasons for this is the qualitative nature of the concept of
development, which makes it difficult and challenging to quantify and
measure it, unlike other areas (such as economic development). The
proposed model, in addition to being able to provide a more comprehensive
and accurate picture of the state of political development, can also be used to
explain the state of political development of societies and its pathology. In
fact, according to the theoretical framework of institutionalism, the state of
institutionalization of political power in any society is a product of the
governing institutional arrangements of that country, and the governing
institutional arrangements were also created by powerful political currents in
the past, so that their position in the arena to stabilize the power; For
example, the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as one of the most
important institutions affecting the state of institutionalization of political
power, was created in the early days of the revolution by the political Islamic
movement of jurisprudence, which was the most powerful movement at that
time, although other political movements (such as Islamic liberal movement,
Islamic left and non-Islamic left, secular nationalist) played a role in the
creation of this institution to some extent, but according to the available
evidence and documents, the political Islamic jurisprudence movement is
considered the most effective movement in the process of creating the
constitutional institution. ; Therefore, by using the theoretical framework of
institutionalism and the proposed research model, in addition to describing
and presenting a picture of the state of political development, in terms of
explanation and political sociology, it is also possible to examine how the
process of institutionalization, the political forces effective in it, the role of
institutions focused on the institutionalization of political power and the
identification of political development challenges.

Keywords:  Political  Development,  Democracy, Political ~ Power,

Institutionalism.
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Picture number (11): The proposed research model for measuring the

state of political development (democracy)
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