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Introduction

Some European researchers believe that concepts such as nation and nationalism
are new concepts and have been formed since the 18th century. Narrators of this
point of view argue that these concepts did not exist before the will off
intellectuals and governments to reconstruct and use them politically. In the case
of Iran, for example, Zia Ebrahimi puts forward a debate as misplaced
nationalism in his book titled "Emergence of Iranian Nationalism". According to
him, Iranian intellectuals tried to imagine Iran in an ideological and dislocated
process and connect it with Europe and not Arabs, and this process was mixed
with racism and anti-Arab and Nazi attitudes of Iranians. This article shows that
concepts such as social imagination and storytelling have contributed to the
consistency of the national identity and consequently the nation-state of Iran.
Imagination has always had a special place among Iranians in the sense, and it
plays a role in shaping the identity of Iranians, and in contrast to Iranians, with
the modern world on the threshold of the constitution, it has formed a kind off
modern understanding of the nation. In addition to methodological mistake,
Ebrahimi does not have a correct understanding of Iran's history, and Iran under,
the European context is another mistake of Ebrahimi.

Throughout its history, Iran has always been the center of various conflicts, and
due to the lack of good governance and the inability to manage some affairs,
some of its crises have increased compared to the past. If we accept that one of
the most important elements of a nation in the modern world is the concept of the
"nation-state", we can also accept the fact that we have not been able to have 3
strong nation-state for many reasons. The country is caught in the middle of
various crises such as ethnic conflicts, separatism, weak and ineffective
governments, the crisis of the nation's distrust in the government, the wide gap

¢

* Corresponding Author:
Seyed Navid Kalahroudi, Ph.D.
E-mail: navidkalahroudi@ut.ac.ir VY4


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9343-0223
https://dx.doi.org/10.22034/ipsa.2022.460
mailto:navidkalahroudi@ut.ac.ir
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

: Research Letter of Political Scienceﬂ!ﬁ\f)
=
between the rulers and the people, and the inability to distinguish and accurately
distinguish the concept of public interest are the problems of today's Iran. And in
the meantime, the use of western styles to study the history of Iran sometimes
leads to fundamental mistakes in the study of explaining the national identity of
Iranians. This view, which contains a wide range of opinions, examines Iran
from modern and European points of view with influence, and especially
regarding nationalism and nationalism, believes that Iran is a historical forgery
and basically, there was no such country with these coordinates in the past, and
all these claims are made up since the era of Reza Shah. This view existed in the
past and was promoted mostly by political activists and separatists, and referred
to historical cases, but in the past few years, it has taken on a new and academic
appearance. These researches are influenced by European research about the
formation of the nation and the sense of nationalism in the West, which is a
natural response to the transformation process that took place there and cannot
necessarily be generalized to other parts of the world. The main problem is
precisely adopting this wrong western theoretical framework for analyzing Iran.
The main issue that is still raised among European researchers is whether nations
are really innovative, late, and fake things, or have they existed in the past? Is it
possible to deny the existence of nations in general and consider them to be the
creation of governments, and with this assumption emphasize that they are late
and not eternal? Regardless of these issues, what is the political importance of
nations in today's world and why, despite all the efforts of postmodern, leftist,
and cosmopolitan theorists, are these nation-states still the most important
players in the world of politics? And in the meantime, what is the difference
between the nature and destiny of the formation of the nation and national
identity in Europe and what has happened to countries with ancient civilizations
such as Iran? It must be said that what has happened throughout the history of
Iran is different from the fate of Europe, where the nation and the state are
properly created by the states, but in Iran, even at times in the absence of a state
or in the presence of a state that is hostile and Iran has also been the occupier, the
national identity of the nation has continued, therefore, such a big difference
needs to be explained. An explanation based on the position of imagination in
politics, which we believe can be compared to Zia Ebrahimi's point of view.

Zia Ebrahimi is a professor of history at King's College, London, and in his
work, he believes that misplaced nationalism has two main components, which
are archaism and anti-Arabism (Ebrahimi 2016). They claimed that they
displaced themselves racially and linguistically and that they live among Arabs
and Islamic lands by accident. He believes that Akhundzadeh, Jalaluddin Mirza,
and Kermani were the main theoreticians of this misplaced nationalism, and they
were looking for the idealization of Iran before the introduction of Islam.

Methodology

The author tries to explain in this article that the view and opinion of Zia
Ebrahimi who looks at the concept of Iran from the perspective of European and
modern theories have two types of mistake. The first mistake is a methodological
mistake because we believe that Ebrahimi has used modern European
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perspectives to discuss the national identity of Iranians, which is wrong in our
opinion, and his second mistake is extremely superficial and incorrect
understanding of Iran's history, intellectuals. Iranian and their messages. On the
other hand, to describe what happened to Iran to create a modern national
identity from the ancient reality, we believe in highlighting an important element
in politics, and that is the importance of the element of imagination in politics
and the importance of narrative and collective identity. In this sense, it can be
shown that not only what the Iranians created is not fake, but the Iranian national
identity is based on elements of organized imagination that are based on
materials from the reality of Iran. We also emphasize that Ebrahimi does not
even have a correct understanding of Anderson's discussion in his famous book.
Iran in this writing is not only a geographical concept, but this word can also be
considered as an imaginary concept.

Results and Discussion

The researches that have examined the concept of nationalism in Europe have
some general characteristics. While reviewing these characteristics, we rejected
them and we believe that for these reasons, Ebrahimi's book is unable to explain
the Iranians as a nation and does not have a correct understanding of Benedict
Anderson's point of view.

1. The first claim

Modernity is a kind of renewal of national life in its new form and it mobilizes
the nationalism of the masses and this is the need of the modern world.
Nationalism is a political thing and it is a characteristic of the modern state.

In response, it should be said that nationalism is not only a political
phenomenon, but there is also a kind of cultural nationalism, which, according to
Smith, is older than political nationalism. This concept can be shown in Iran with
the theory of cultural continuity. The fact that Iranians have expanded and
continued throughout their history, especially with the Persian language and
literature, shows that there was something in the minds of Iranians whose life
had nothing to do with the existence of the state. This expansion and continuity
of Iran have shown themselves in various areas from the past until now. They
have shown themselves in literature with the research of Mohammad Moin in the
book Mazdasena and its effect on Persian literature (Moin, 2014), in mysticism
with the important writings of Henry Corbin (Corbin, 2015 and Corbin, 2018),
and in politics with the Javad Tabatabai's research.

Therefore, using Smith's interpretation of Iran, it can be said that it was not the
governments that formed nationalism, but it was nationalism that formed the
governments. In other words, throughout their history, Iranians have existed
without the existence of governments and have perpetuated themselves in
different ways.

2. The second claim

There are no such things as ancient nations and there is no historical evidence
that nations existed from the beginning.
In response, it should be said that there are many sources, at least about Iran, that
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this country, its people, the name Iran and Iranshahr have existed since ancient
times, and this has been abundantly proven. Especially the remaining documents
from the Sassanid period make us fully familiar with this issue. Gherardo Gnoli
(Gnoli, 2008 and Gnoli, 2018) and Touraj Daryaee (Daryaee, 2004 and Daryaee
-Rezakhani, 2018) are among the researchers who prove the antiquity, how the
concept called Iranshahr was formed, and the ancientness of the Iranian nation.

Ebrahimi and the lack of accurate knowledge of Iran's history

Iran and the nation were existing and so-called old concepts, they did not emerge
from European concepts, and the analysis and evaluation of Iran from this point
of view is also wrong, and this is one of the most important problems of
Ebrahimi's book. Iran and its developments are studied without considering its
subtle differences from Europe. One of the main differences is a kind of
rethinking of Iran's history, especially in the Qajar era. In this era, some words,
such as homeland, have a new conceptual load that they did not have before, and
this is somehow done by using the materials and materials of ancient Iran or
what we call the heritage of Iran. A point that shows the difference between the
formation of the concept of nation in its new meaning in Iran and Europe, and
Ebrahimi does not pay attention to it. In his famous work, Ebrahimi constantly
refers to the idea of displacement of Iran, the anti-Arabism of Iranian
intellectuals, and their belief in racial and Nazi attitudes. (Ebrahimi, 2016) while
these reports are generally incorrect. For example, Mojtaba Minovi opposes any
kind of anti-Arabism in a writing. (Minovi, 1993, 33) or Taghizadeh writes in his
criticism of extreme and anti-Arab manuscripts: “They gathered in the academy
and want to revive Darius and exalt Sasanian science by severing ties with the
Arab empire." (Taghizadeh, 1996, 92-93).

Criticism of the concept of imagination and irrationality of nations

One of the main claims of modern theorists about the formation of nations in
Europe is that this concept is imaginary. Here, the concept of imagination is
always looked at with a negative view, and on this basis, the nations are also
considered to be fabricated, fake, mixed up based on stories and myths, etc., and
therefore are considered worthless. There are such approaches regarding Iran as
well. In response, it should be said that there is not even one example in which a
political-social or cultural thing is completely based on reason, imagination,
legends, and stories, and in general storytelling is an important thing in building
and shaping They are the nature of human societies.

It should be said that every political order needs an ideology that is not
necessarily based on rational and reasoning materials and elements, but rather it
monitors the feelings, emotions, and persuasion of citizens. At this level, the
defense of ideas is not necessarily based on accurate historical data and sound
philosophical and political reasoning because it is related to elements of
irrational life and the collective life of citizens. Elements such as pride, being
powerful, flag, historical past, myths, and the like are all mounted on the
ideological face of the nation. In this sense, the nation and the state emerging
from it are essential for every historical community (Ricceur, 1986: 424).
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In the current conditions of the world and with the rise of the extreme right, the
differences in the European Union, the growing trend of nationalism in the West,
and the Trump phenomenon, as well as the dire conditions of the Middle East
region, nationalism should be considered an important and determining element
more than in the past, for refining It tried from racist, extremist and non-
democratic viewpoints and tried to extract from its heart a kind of political
theory that would unite Iranians. From our point of view, this style is possible
based on the collective imagination and this framework can explain how Iranians
stepped into modernity from the heart of the ancient heritage and their
nationhood with modern elements that this word and its meaning in Europe. It
was obtained, and they combined it.

Keywords: Iran, Imagination, Social Imagination, National Identity, Zia
Ebrahimi.
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