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Methodology has a special place for every thinker, and this may be even more
prominent in the humanities. This article seeks to examine the philosophical
methodology of the contemporary Italian philosopher Giorgio Agamben. A
methodology that, in his own words, owes much to Michel Foucault. The method is
very important for Agamben. In fact, as we shall see, the method is not, in his view,
a mere predetermined pattern, but, as is clear from the Greek word péfodog, method
means "after the way," that is, after following the way. While Agamben has been
talking about his methodology in some of his works shortly, in The Signature of All
Things (2009), his main ideas could be seen. In this book, we encounter three main
elements of Agamben's methodology: the paradigm, the signature, and the arche, all
of which form a method that Agamben calls philosophical archeology. Agamben's
methodology, or philosophical archaeology, is based on three basic elements with
similar functions at different levels: paradigm, signature, and arche. In this article,
these three concepts are examined, and in the last section, by examining their
characteristics, it becomes clear how these three concepts form a method that
Agamben calls philosophical archaeology.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Methodology has a special place for every thinker and scientist, and this might be even more apparent in
the humanities. This article aims to examine the philosophical methodology of the contemporary Italian
philosopher Giorgio Agamben, a methodology that, in his own words, owes much to Michel Foucault’s
thought. The methodology is crucial to Agamben. In fact, as we shall see, the method is not, in his view, a
mere predetermined pattern, but, as is evident from the Greek word péfodog, method means "after the way,"
that is, after following the way. While Agamben has briefly discussed his methodology in his various works,
his main methodological ideas are most clearly seen in The Signature of All Things (2009). The paradigm,
the signature, and the arche are the three main components of Agamben's methodology that are discussed
in this book. Together, they make up a method that Agamben refers to as philosophical archeology.
Agamben's methodology, or as he calls philosophical archaeology, is based on these three basic elements
that have similar functions at different levels. These three ideas are looked at in this article, and in the last
section, it is made clear how they, with their special characteristics, combine to form Agamben’s
philosophical archaeology.

Methodology

By analyzing the essence and function of the three concepts of paradigm, signature, and arche in the thought
of Giorgio Agamben and comparing them with those in Michel Foucault’s thought, an attempt has been
made to examine the essence of philosophical archaeology

Discussion

1) The article's first section explores the concept of the paradigm and its methodological functions. It
appears that by elaborating on and comprehending this concept, many of the questions, ambiguities, and
controversies raised by Agamben's use of historical examples in his writings can be resolved. That is the
issue of how a single instance represents and sums up a historical period. Paradigm is an example based on
analogy. A paradigm is a singular example that, when transformed into an archetype (and this transformation
or situation is fully realized only after the analysis process is completed), makes the set or context to which
it belongs comprehensible. For example, concentration camps illuminate the logic behind modern Western
biopolitics. The main features of the paradigm are as follows: 1. The paradigm is a single example that is
separated from its context 2. The paradigm illuminates the logic of its context 3. The paradigm has an
analogous function and is based on similarity 4. The paradigm is not pre-determined, but under certain
conditions, each example may serve a paradigmatic function. This Paradigmatic method could be seen in
most of Agamben'’s works, especially his political investigations called the Homo Sacer project.

2) The Signature Theory is the focus of the second section. Foucault's archaeological analysis reexamines
the idea of signature, which has roots in the ideas of thinkers like Paracelsus. Agamben enumerates some
characteristics of the function of signature that are examined in this article by contrasting it with the
statements made by Foucault in The Archaeology of Knowledge: 1. Analogy and similarity serve as a
signature's building blocks. 2. The transmission of signs that enables meaning and signification is referred
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to as the signature. 3. The signature is not predetermined, but depending on the situation, any concept or
sign might qualify as the signature. 4. The signature has an ontological function. Therefore, the signature is
another methodological concept in Agamben's work that could be understood as a linguistic function that
makes the signification possible.

3) The third section examines the concept of archeology and arche. The different function of arche can
be traced back to Heidegger's works. In this context, however, arche is the transcendental principle that
archaeology seeks to recover and dissolve. Arche is neither a historical phenomenon nor a primordial and
fixed essence. Arche is at the intersection of synchrony and diachrony, and performing archaeological
analysis makes its dominance as a foundation of tradition collapse. Agamben introduces the following
features for arche that are essential for understanding the function and purpose of archaeology: 1. The arche
is not a special case or moment in the chronology, but it is the moment of emerging at the intersection of
synchrony and diachrony 2. The arche is always present and therefore never given in advance 3. The arche
is not empirical, but rational or transcendental. 4. The arche has a paradigmatic function and is therefore
analogous.

4) The similarities between the qualities and functions of these three concepts, as well as the fact that all
three are founded on analogy, are made obvious in the fourth section; These three concepts can only be
understood when the archaeologist has finished his study an analysis. Therefore, the achievement of the
archaeologist and his power of analysis depends on the successful completion of this process. The basis of
this method is the analogy, which does not claim a logical totality and necessity, but challenges the
universality governing the categories of human knowledge and tries to re-think these categories according
to an analogical logic, that is based on contingency and singularity. Thus, archaeology is just one approach,
along with other approaches, which is based on perspectivism.

Conclusion

Giorgio Agamben, is a controversial philosopher whose analysis of politico-historical phenomena has
sparked numerous debates. The majority of these criticisms appear to be based on a misunderstanding of his
unique methodology, which he refers to as philosophical archaeology. As a result, there are many
advantages to analyzing this methodology in order to gain a deeper understanding of his philosophy. This
article aims to demonstrate the functions of his three main methodological concepts—paradigm, signature,
and arche—and how they constitute philosophical archaeology. Given that Agamben's methodology is
based on Foucault's ideas, those ideas would also be taken into account.
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